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The Beating Heart of the RNA

September 2017

SHE’s here (albeit a few days earlier than expected ...............The
Dawn of a new Naval Era commences. HMS Queen Elizabeth is
now safely alongside in her home port of Portsmouth.

This edition is the on-line version of the Semaphore Circular, unless you have registered with Central
Office, it will only be available on the RNA website in the ‘Members Area’ under ‘downloads’ at
www.royal-naval-association.co.uk and will be emailed to the branch contact, usually the Hon Sec.
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Dear Shipmates
Welcome to the September Circular, full of important info as usual and only one bonkers joke!
Well, she’s here! HMS Queen Elizabeth made her first entry to Portsmouth harbour on
Wednesday 16 August. She made a stirring and wonderful sight, with 5 Merlin Helicopters on
deck and a Flypast of 4 Merlins, 2 Lynx Wildcat, a SeaKing ASAC (bagger to WAFUs) and 2
Hawks from FRADU. She is now safely berthed at the new Princess Royal Jetty and we are all
getting used to see this huge ship on the way into the office.
QEZ, as she is known in the Dockyard, was originally due in about mid October, but a decision
was taken during her Sea Trials to bring her to Portsmouth early. The tide determined the
window and the wind strength the actual day. There was a plan to bring her in on Friday 18
August and many RNA and CONA members booked with Central Office for Fort Blockhouse –
but a late shift in a weather front meant that the Chief Pilot decided to bring her in two days
earlier, at 36 hours notice! So a big apology for all those who were disappointed – but as sailors
we know that tide and weather pay no attention to our desires. I talked to the Chief Pilot
afterwards who said that the entry had gone perfectly in 5 knot winds – on the Friday there were
gusts of over 30 knots, almost double the first entry limit.
I had the task and privilege of being on Radio Solent Breakfast Show for nearly 2.5 hours giving
details of the RNA and giving a sailor’s perspective on events. We hope to have an invitation
back to talk on the radio about Project Semaphore.
We have taken delivery of the final LIBOR minibus, so all 3 are now here in Portsmouth. They
will go up to London for the Biennial Parade and will move to their home ports on completion:
•
•
•

SM10 RNA will go to Blackburn under the care of Alan McGrath (07964 721849 and email
belfastblues_812@icloud.com)
SM17 RNA will go to Liskeard under the care of Liskeard branch (Lisa Strutt
strutt.family@btinternet.com 01579 348078)
RN10 RNA will be base ported in Portsmouth. Contact Nigel.

Handover of documents etc will be done before the Biennial. Full details will be in the next
Circular, but bookings open after the Biennial Parade. In summary
•
•
•
•
•

The minibuses seat 8 passengers plus driver and can take up to 3 wheelchairs (straps etc
provided). They are fully air-conditioned and have easy access steps and grab handles.
They are fitted with a wheelchair lift that can take someone on a mobility scooter.
Drivers age 30 to 70 and in the UK only. Contact Central Office if you need cover over
that. Normal car licence, no D1category or minibus permit required.
Primary idea is to address social isolation in naval veterans to encourage home-bound or
restricted mobility folk to join in branch events.
Minibuses cannot be sub-contracted to anyone else or lent to other organisations – we
would expect at least one naval veteran to be onboard. Associate members delighted to
welcome, provided naval veterans are part of the group. You cannot charge a fare, but
can seek contribution to fuel costs. The driver cannot be paid, expenses claimable.

On that subject the buses will be dedicated to modern naval holders of gallantry medals at the
Biennial Parade, details in the Biennial Parade report.
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Now to some important admin:
•

•
•
•
•
•

With the sad passing of S/Ms Dick Ascott and Paul Harries, we have two places on the
Standing Orders Committee that need to be filled. The nomination form is at the back.
There isn’t too much of a commitment with one meeting in February to review Conference
motions and the management of Conference on the day (expenses paid).
Nominations for DNCM 5, 6 and 8 please. Nothing so far from either 5 or 8 Areas.
Please note looming deadline. Important that we have candidates please.
We have our Christmas Cards for sale again with the HMS Queen Elizabeth picture, so
please get your orders in to Nigel for them. Order form at the back.
The RNA poppy pins have been going like hot cakes, which is great value if bought in
bulk. Orders to Nigel please for the Remembrance season.
I have had a number of queries about the new state pension and the effect of being
contracted out of SERPS during naval service. Please see an excellent article from the
Forces Pension Society.
Please note that the Project Semaphore Project Manager has changed – it is now Sarah
Clewes and she can be contacted on sarah@royalnavalassoc.com. The new
administrator is Julie Royston and she can be contacted on Julie@royalnavalassoc.com .
There is a nice article about them in the Circ.

I attended S/M Dick Ascott’s funeral on Tuesday in Chelmsford. It was great to see such a big
turn-out for him. Andy attended Paul Harries funeral for me in Wales and again we had a great
turn-out. Many thanks to branches and standard bearers for turning out, and the National
Standard Bearer and his Deputy, who paraded too.
A reminder that we are in the leave period, with at least one and often two of us away most of the
time over Sept. Please be patient, we will get to you! This also means that there will not be an
October Circular since Andy is on leave (and highly deserved after managing the QE entry
saga!). We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer and that branch activities start again in
earnest after the break

Kindest regards from me and all at Central Office
Paul

HMS Queen
Elizabeth
entering
Portsmouth
with the
Cathedral in
the
foreground
Photo
Mrs Pat
Huxtable
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1.

Project Semaphore and Social Media Team

Shipmates may not yet be aware that
thanks to Greenwich Hospital Trust,
who are funding their employment,
three new members of staff have
joined Central Office recently.
Firstly, Sarah Clewes who is the
Project Semaphore Manager. Julie
Royston who is the Project Semaphore
Deputy and finally Suzanne Morris
who is the Social Media Administrator
looking after amongst other things the
Central Office Facebook Page, Twitter
and LinkedIn.
The Ladies, who are all former Writers served together in 1993 at HMS Raleigh have been
brought together supporting the Royal Naval Association. Sarah, Julie and Suzanne joined up in
1991, 1989 and 1988 respectively and continue to apply a range of skills learned as Writers,
living the RNA Strapline ‘One Navy, Always Navy’.
Please forward any stories/articles that you would like published on Social Media and website to:
Suzanne@royalnavalassoc.com
Also the RNA Support Officer North S/M Alan Magrath has undertaken sterling work as a project
Semaphore volunteer visiting shipmates in their home and getting them on line.
For those that are unaware to qualify for an iPad Shipmates; should be over 65 years of age,
served in the RN or RM and do not have regular access to the internet
How do you get one you may ask simple!
Either write to Central Office for the attention of Sarah Clewes or e-mail Sarah at sarah
@royalnavalasssoc.com
Finally, as you can see in the photos below, Shipmate Maureen Ridley from St Neots Branch has
been flying the Project Semaphore flag in Scandinavia even Hans Christian Andersen got
‘grippo’d’
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2.

RNA Diaries 2018

2018 Diary order forms can be found at the rear of this
edition. The Diaries should be available from October.
As you can see in the photo the diaries this year will
feature a lovely picture of the Royal Yacht taken by
Nigel Huxtable in Leith Docks earlier this year. It
brings back a few memories of what a beautiful ship
she is.

3.

RNVC Series - Rear Admiral David Charles Lucas VC

David Charles Lucas was born in Druminargal House,
Poyntzpass, County Armagh, on 19 February 1834.
He enlisted in the Royal Navy in 1848 at age 13,
where he served in HMS Vengeance, and saw action
in the Second Anglo-Burmese War of 1852–53 aboard
the frigate HMS Fox at Rangoon, Pegu, and Dalla. By
age 20, he had become a mate.
A year later in 1854 during the Crimean War he
became the first ever winner of a Victoria Cross, :
The citation of the award records that - .
"..... at the height of the action a live shell landed
on Hecla's upper deck, with its fuse still hissing. All
hands were ordered to fling themselves flat on the
deck, but Mr. Lucas with great presence of mind ran
forward and hurled the shell into the sea, where it exploded with a tremendous roar before it hit
the water. Thanks to Mr. Lucas's action no one was killed or seriously wounded."
For his bravery Lucas was instantly promoted to Acting Lieutenant, at the time the only method of
recognizing acts of bravery for those of his rank. Lucas' action, together with other individual acts
of bravery, was widely reported and in December of that year it was proposed in Parliament "that
an Order of Merit to persons serving in the army or navy for distinguished and prominent
personal gallantry to which every grade should be admissible" should be created. This was
supported by the government and on 26 June 1857, at the inaugural ceremony, the Victoria
Cross was presented to Lieutenant Lucas by the Queen.
In his subsequent career Lucas commanded HMS Liffey, HMS Edinburgh and HMS Calcutta. He
was later promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral in Command of HMS Indus before retiring from
the service. In 1879 he married Frances Russell Hall, the daughter of Admiral WH Hall who had
been the Captain of the Hecla in 1854. He settled in Great Culverden, Kent and died on 7 August
1914 aged 80 and is buried in Mereworth, near Maidstone, in Kent.
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On Sunday 23rd July 2017 The RNA
standards from Ashford and Paddock Wood
plus RNA Shipmates from Ashford,
Chatham and Paddock Wood Branches
plus Sea Cadets from TS Scott (Maidstone)
attended a service at St Lawrence's Church,
Mereworth to commemorate the award of
the Victoria Cross to Rear-Admiral Charles
Davis Lucas.
Thanks to S/M Colin Rickard for forwarding
the picture.

4.

RNA Poppy Badge

By popular demand and Available Now! The New
RNA Poppy. Please note the 'safety' type pin so you
don't lose it. The photo opposite shows the pin in all
its glory and scale against a standard RNA badge.
Costing £1 each or 50 pence each if you are a
Branch buying them in bulk orders of 30 or over. The
prices include postage and are designed to allow
you to make the profit from selling them on.

Orders with cheques etc to Nigel in Central Office as
usual. Also if you don’t do cheques and you want to
pay by card just give Nigel on 02392 723747

5.

RNA and Naval Associations Biennial Parade – 10 September 2017

The RNA / Naval Associations Biennial Parade will be held at Whitehall on Sunday
10 September 2017. The Second Sea Lord, Vice Admiral Jonathon Woodcock OBE has
confirmed as the Guest of Honour and the VIP party will include Mrs Flick Drummond, Captain
Peter Towell Commanding Officer HMS Sultan and Mrs Gillian Molyneux and her daughter
Bethany, Mrs Molyneux is the widow of Lt Cdr Ian Molyneux GM who was killed whilst serving in
HMS Astute. CPO(MA) Kate Nesbitt MC and Matthew Tomlinson CGM MC (Former WO1 RM).
It is envisaged that that over 500 personnel both Veterans and Serving will be on parade. As well
as representatives from the many naval associations, including from Belgium and the Republic of
Ireland. Trainees from HMS Sultan and HMS Collingwood will parade, as will members of the
Sea Cadet Corps. Music will be provided by the Portsmouth Volunteer Band Association (80
musicians strong!).
The programme for the day is as follows;
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0900
0900
0915

0930
0950
1010
1025
1025
1035
1055

1100
1140
1155
1156
1200
1200
1400

RNA Central Office staff on site, meet with Met senior officer.
Civil Service Club opens for coffee and toilets (Great Scotland Yard)
Parking for coaches and minibuses in Horse Guard Road (pass required from
Central Office) (For those with mobility issues, Minibus and Cars may be parked in
King Charles Street).
All Vehicles to be parked,
King Charles Street closes.
Standard bearers brief by NCA
Parade musters and is briefed by
Parade Commander.
Band marches onto Whitehall
Parade steps off from King Charles
Street
2SL, Mrs and Miss Molyneux, Capt
Towell, Capt Cox, Capt Russell +,
VIPs join the parade
Service at Cenotaph led by the Chaplain
Parade steps off, review by 2SL
Parade dismissed in King Charles Street and addressed by NP/2SL
Issue of Standard Bearers ‘Tots’
Bar opens in Civil Service Club – 2SL and VIPs meets Shipmates
Sandwiches and Chips served at no cost to participants
Parking restrictions restored in Horse Guards Road

Dress
Will be 1b uniform for those serving and for RNA / Associations rig with medals or
equivalent for everyone else, polished shoes. Berets for standard bearers and optional for
marchers. Standards should wear the NSM pennant (if entitled). A high standard of turnout is
required.
Briefs
Standard bearers should note the early brief for them at 1010 in King Charles Street
by the National Ceremonial Advisor.
Security.
Very Important - Everyone attending should ensure they carry photo ID and
their RNA membership card.
Band

The band will be the Volunteer Band Associations.

Parking
parking may take place in Horse Guards Road you will need to display a parking
pass obtained from Central Office. Parking restrictions will be lifted in Horse Guards Road at
1400.
Wreaths.
Any branch, Area or individual may lay a wreath during the ceremony, please let
Nigel know if you would like to.
Mobility.
We will have just over an hour on our feet. Those with mobility issues should make
their way to the front of the FCO where an area will be reserved.
7
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6.

Joke Time - How to get rid of your Wife?

Tired of constantly being broke and stuck in an unhappy marriage, a young husband decided to
solve both problems by taking out a large insurance policy on his wife with himself as the
beneficiary and then arranging to have her killed.
A 'friend of a friend' put him in touch with a nefarious dark-side
underworld figure who went by the name of 'Artie.' Artie explained to the
husband that his going price for snuffing out a spouse was £10,000.
The Husband said he was willing to pay that amount but that he wouldn't
have any cash on hand until he could collect his wife's insurance money.
Artie insisted on being paid at least something up front, so the man
opened his wallet, displaying the single pound coin that rested inside.
Artie sighed, rolled his eyes and reluctantly agreed to accept the pound
as down payment for the dirty deed.
A few days later, Artie followed the man's wife to the local LidAldi Supermarket. There, he
surprised her in the produce department and proceeded to strangle her with his gloved hands. As
the poor unsuspecting woman drew her last breath and slumped to the floor, the manager of the
produce department stumbled unexpectedly onto the murder
scene. Unwilling to leave any living witnesses behind, ol' Artie
had no choice but to strangle the produce manager as well.
However, unknown to Artie, the entire proceedings were
captured by the hidden security cameras and observed by the
shop's security guard, who immediately called the police. Artie
was caught and arrested before he could even leave the
premises.
Under intense questioning at the police station, Artie revealed
the whole sordid plan, including his unusual financial
arrangements with the hapless husband who was also quickly arrested.
The next day in the newspaper, the headline declared...
(Wait for it...............................You're going to hate us for this................................)
"ARTIE CHOKES 2 for £1.00 @ LidAldi"
I know It’s the way I tell em!

7.

November Cenotaph Remembrance Parade 12 Nov 17 –Ticket Allocation

Shipmates who would like to attend and march at the November Remberance parade at the
Cenotaph are advised that once again enhanced security measures will be in place. This will
involve the Met Police conducting individual security checks on all participants. Therefore Basic
Personal Information will be required in advance for each applicant and ticket holders will need to
bring photo ID and a document showing proof of their address for access to the parade at Horse
guards via manned Police entry points. Disabled shipmates are reminded that this year they can
be accompanied on the parade by their carer. However the carers will be subject to the same
security procedures and must forward their details to Nigel.
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All Shipmates hoping to march in the Remembrance
Parade at the Cenotaph must forward the following
details to Nigel at Central Office (HQ) –
nigel@royalnavalassoc.com by Friday 1 September
2017
Title/Rank, First Name (This must be the name on the
photo ID), Last Name, Date of Birthday (DD/MM/YYYY),
Place of Birth, First line of address, Town, Postcode,
Service number (Where applicable)
Finally, Individually Named tickets will be despatched in October and Shipmates should be aware
that there will be a compulsory ‘no ticket no entry’ policy in operation on the day.
8.

76 Year Old Mystery Resolved

The final resting place of pilot Sub Lt Edward 'Seymour' Burke and his gunner Leading Airman
James Beardsley has at last been located and now dedicated in Russia - making it the newest
and most northerly Commonwealth War Graves 'cemetery' in the world.
The two men crewed a Fairey Fulmar fighter, launched
from the aircraft carrier HMS Furious in one of the first
efforts to help the Soviet Union after it had been invaded by
Hitler's armies in the summer of 1941. The Royal Navy
dispatched a task force to strike at German forces in two
key ports in Nazi-occupied Norway close to the Soviet
border: Petsamo and Kirkenes.
The attack on the latter was a rout with 13 of the 29 aircraft
launched from HMS Victorious shot down and another
eight damaged - with nothing accomplished. The two-dozen aircraft launched by Furious found
the harbour at Petsamo almost empty of shipping, but the attackers claimed a small steamer
sunk and several jetties smashed. One Albacore bomber and two Fulmars were lost - including
Burke and Beardsley's.
Comrades in 800 Squadron watched the men ditch their damaged fighter "with smoke pouring
from its engine" around half a dozen miles out to sea, then scramble into a dinghy. More than
seven decades later, the fate of the two missing men has
finally been determined. Their bodies were washed up at
Vaida Bay on the Rybachy Peninsula - about 70 miles
northwest of Murmansk and 30 miles from Petsamo - where
they were buried by locals in an unmarked grave.
Seven decades later and the Russian military alerted the
British authorities to the presence of the unidentified
graves, sparking a three-year effort first to identify the two
bodies, then erect a formal gravestone. Records at the
Navy's Historical Branch, including HMS Furious' log, helped the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission to formally identify the bodies, allowing a headstone to be produced, installed with
the help of Russia's Northern Fleet (the peninsula is a military zone, while the grave site is only
accessible by road for two months a year).
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The Royal Navy's senior clergyman the Venerable Ian Wheatley, Chaplain of the Fleet, headed to
the tip of European Russia with CWGC officials, senior Russian Navy officers and Andrew
Furlong, one of Sub Lt Burke's relatives for a service of rededication.
"There is no way of knowing how they died, but
even in July, Vaida Bay is the harshest of
environments," the Ven Wheatley said. "The
challenge of the restoration project undertaken by
the Russian Northern Fleet and the war graves
commission should not be underestimated, but the
end result is that their grave is properly and
honourably marked, and their sacrifice recorded, in
the remote beauty of the Arctic tundra." He led a
joint ceremony with a Russian Orthodox priest who
blessed the Soviet dead buried in the now-restored
cemetery.
Capt Chris Connolly, Britain's Deputy Defence Attaché in Moscow, made the 150-mile round trip
from Murmansk 12 months ago to inspect the graveyard - then largely overgrown - and was
deeply moved by the transformation. "We are immensely grateful to the Northern Fleet for their
assistance, facilitating access to this remote site, transporting the memorial stone and
refurbishing the graveyard. It is un-recognisable from our visit last year, a huge amount of work
has been done in the most difficult of conditions," he said.
The names of the 24-year-old pilot and his 22-year-old gunner, holder of the Distinguished
Service Medal, can also be found on the Fleet Air Arm monument in Lee-on-the-Solent, where a
memorial service will be held later this year for relatives unable to make it to northern Russia.
(Very many thanks to Richard Hargreaves at Navy News for providing this moving article.)
9.

RNRMC Merchandise

Shipmates may wish to be aware of the new ‘Carrier Bag’ (Clever eh!) now on sale through the
RNRMC to celebrate HMS Queen Elizabeth’s arrival in her home port of Portsmouth. You can
find out how to buy and get more details at - www.rnrmc.org.uk/shop/hmsqe-carrier-bag
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10.

Field of Remembrance - Wednesday 8 November 2017

Any Branches wishing to place a cross in the RNA Garden of
Remembrance or Members who want to attend the Field of
Remembrance please forward your details and ticket
requirements to Nigel in Central office.
Crosses can be place in the plot on behalf of a Branch or
individual. These can be purchased from Central Office and will
be placed on the day by those representing the RNA. Crosses
cost £5 each.
Shipmates attending are reminded to bring a form of ID with you,
and that you need to be enter the garden gate by 1015 and
muster at the RNA plot. The Chaplain of the Fleet will conduct a
short memorial service and a potential visit from a VVIP. The
National President and General Secretary will be in attendance
and he can be contacted on his mobile – 07850 646755 (if required).
11.

Guess Where? An Establishment
This month can you name this establishment?
Remember no hovering or looking on Google
or Wiki!!..... This is extremely difficult but our
WW2 readers should be able to identify,
answer in the November edition (Gentle
reminder remember there is no October
version due to Andy being on leave)
The answer will be in next month’s edition.

And so to last month’s ‘Guess the Establishment’..........
It was HMS Cochrane at Rosyth as identified by Shipmate Mick Hilder, Well done.
However, so did S/M Ian ‘Tidders’ Tidbury (Ex WOSA and 10 trillion dits!)
Hi Andy!
The mystery location is the Main Gate of HMS Cochrane at Rosyth.
As it so happens, my first draft out of training was
to Cochrane when it consisted of 3 ships berthed
in the tidal basin - HM Ships, Duncansby Head,
Girdle Ness, and Chevron, and this was 1967-68.
During my time there, building of the new
shoreside HMS Cochrane commenced, and Lt
George Newcombe was appointed as the Supply
Officer. I was detailed off as his striker. We were
the only two RN personnel on site during
construction and my job was to make sure that
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lorries arriving with all the furniture and fittings went to the right buildings as soon as they were
ready for furnishing. Desks, Wardrobes and cabinets all arrived flat packed and there were over
400 wardrobes and beds. There was also all the specialist equipment for the sick bay and dental
surgery. It was a great job, and because of the distances involved I was issued with a Pussers
Red, seaboots and full foul weather gear! Surprisingly, and there was mud ( and occasionally
snow!) everywhere! I was also allowed to make the tea! What responsibility for a lad of 17!
12.

Trafalgar Night Unashamedly Shep Woolley – Shep Woolley’s Shanty Friends
Shipmates it is approaching the ‘Traf Night’ season and
once again Shep is exercising his larynx along with
Shep’s Shanty Friends in the Square Tower Portsmouth
on 21 October 2017 kick off 1900.
Don’t quite know how he does it, must be his GI ways!
But it is only £16 each for a Sailors Supper and Tot of
Nelsons Blood (He assures me it is not a Ships Biscuit
and the tot is a Lidl special!)

For info and tickets please contact 02392 754559 or email shantynight@gmail.com or send a
cheque for £16 payable to J Woolley 7,Livingstone Road Southsea PO5 1RS.
Please be advised last years event was sold out very quickly so don’t delay!
13.

Naval Service Memorial Figurine

Graham Mitcheson, the sculpture of the Naval
Service Memorial, has produced a miniature figurine
of the Sailor (approx 9” high) who sits adjacent to the
NSM. The figurine is now on sale at the National
Arboretum, where it is on sale for £90. However
Shipmates may purchase the figurine at a
discounted cost of £75 (including Post) from Nigel at
Central Office. Nigel can be contacted at
nigel@royalnavalassoc.com
Or by telephone on 02392 723747.

14
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/

14.

Basic State Pension

(From the Forces Pension Society) - BEFORE April 6 last year the state pension was made up
of two parts – the Basic State Pension and Second State Pension (S2P),
More than 50 per cent of the population, including the Armed Forces, and all other Public Service
Pension Schemes, were “contracted out” of S2P, which meant members paid 1.4 per cent of pay
less National Insurance Contributions (NICs) than those “contracted in” and received less state
pension. From April 6 last year everybody who pays Class 1 NICs will pay them at the same,
higher, rate. This Q&A covers the main points:
Will I have received less ‘take home’ pay from April 6 2016?
Probably “yes”, because pay is rising at one per cent a year and your NICs increased by 1.4
per cent of pay. Add to this the annual increases for food and accommodation...
What will I get for my money?
The ‘old’ Basic Pension rate for those contracted out went up to £122.30 per week from April
6 this year. The new Single Tier Pension from the same date is £159.55 for those who qualify.
Do I have any choice about paying NICs?
No – we all pay NICs as long as we are working and under state pension age.
And how long do I have to pay to qualify for the Single Tier Pension?
With a total of 35 years’ worth of NICs, at least 7.5 years at the higher rate, you will qualify for
the full higher rate.
How do I check my position? Visit www.gov.uk/checkstate-pension
Should Shipmates require further specific information concerning their pension rights/entitlement
Central Office recommends that they consider joining the Forces Pension Society at
www.forcespensionsociety.org
15.

Whale Island Heritage Weekend

Shipmates I am sure will be very interested to know that over the
weekend Saturday 9th September and Sunday 10th September 2017
that HMS Excellent Whale Island is open to the public (for free).
During the weekend the GI’s Association ‘Man up’ and volunteer to
show / ‘March’ visitors around the sites of Whale Island including the
State Gun Carriage, Field Gun Display Room, the brilliant Excellent
museum in the Wells Room and of course the Rose garden which
has been manured sorry manicured by one- one up French(Roy)
De La Haye.
The GI’s Clubhouse will be open (free ear defenders on request) for
a cheap as chips pint and other refreshments for a donation! So
come along and enjoy this rare opportunity. If you require further
details please contact Frenchy on 01252 310767 or e-mail frenchy.delahaye@ntlworld.com
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RNA Longcast
2017
09 Sep
10 Sep
29 Sep - 02 Oct
30 Sept
06 Oct
11 Oct
20 Oct
21 Oct
04 Nov
08 Nov
12 Nov
17 Nov
18 Nov
25 Nov
09 Dec
2018
03 Feb
16 Feb
17 Feb
10 Mar
20-22 Apr
05 May
18/19/20 May
12 May
08 Jun
8/9/10 June
04 Aug
17 Aug
18 Aug
08 Sep
03 Nov
16 Nov
17 Nov
08 Dec

National Council Meeting – Victory Services Club
Biennial Parade
CONA Cruise ( Liverpool –Dublin- Bristol)
Chichester Branch 70th anniversary event
Open Day
Sea Farers Service St Pauls Cathedral ( Ticketed entry only – requests for
tickets to Nigel by end September please)
RNA Dublin- Trafalgar Night Dinner
RNA Chard -30 year Commissioning Anniversary and Trafalgar Night
Dinner
Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich
Field of Remembrance
Remembrance Sunday – Cenotaph Parade
FAC
AMC
6 Area Meeting – 1300 Royston RNA (Eternit Sports & Social Club)
National Council Meeting
Area 5 AGM / Quarterly – Southend RNA Club
FAC
AMC
National Council Meeting
Welfare Seminar – Stoke on Trent
Area 5 Quarterly – United Services Club Harwich
Londonderry Branch Battle of the Atlantic Commemoration 2018
National Standard Bearer Competition – HMS Collingwood
NC/AMC/FAC/SOC Meetings
RNA Conference - Dublin
Area 5 Quarterly – United Services Club Harwich
FAC
AMC
National Council Meeting
Area 5 Quarterly – RBL Club Rayleigh
FAC
AMC
National Council Meeting
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D’ye hear there’.....
News from around the Areas and Branches......
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RNA Dublin
RNA Bognor Regis
RNA City of Inverness
RNA Chesham & Amersham
RNA Stowmarket
RNA Bude
RNA Aldershot
RNA Portland
RNA Selsey
RNA Crewe
RNA Ashford
RNA Huntingdon & District
RNA Lee on the Solent and Stubbington
RNA Bracknell
RNA Rayleigh
RNA Plymouth
RNA Chard
RNA Chichester

RNA Dublin Branch
At the start of July, over 100 Shipmates and their guests attended the Dublin Branch Summer
BBQ, along with representatives of the Republic of Ireland RAFA. This year, the Branch was
particularly honoured to welcome the new British Ambassador to Ireland, Mr Robin Barnett, along
with his partner, the British Defence Attaché to
Ireland, Colonel Max Walker and his wife and the
outgoing Senior Naval Officer Northern Ireland
(SNONI) Cdr John Grey RN and his partner.
During the evening, the Branch were delighted that
H.E. The Ambassador presented Branch Chairman,
Shipmate Paul Stephenson with Life Membership of
the RNA and Branch Secretary Nick Purkis, with an
RNA Certificate of Appreciation, which is the first to
be awarded to a RNA Full Member, following the
recent change to the RNA Royal Charter.
A great evening was had by all and despite threats
again from the weather, the promised rain over Dun
Laoghaire once again held off.

The following week, Branch Members attended the RBL Annual Ceremony of Commemoration at
the National War Memorial Gardens at Islandbridge in Dublin, where wreathes were laid on
behalf of the Branch and Area 12.
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RNA Bognor Regis Branch
Shipmates will be interested in the article below received from S/M Ron Hargest, Bognor Regis
Branch Chairman.
HMS St Barbara was commissioned on the Bognor Regis Pier as an anti-aircraft Firing Range
and Gunnery Training School for Royal and Merchant Naval personnel in the use of the 20mm
Bofors, two pounder Pom-Pom, 20mm Oerlikon cannon etc. These guns were being used on
board small naval craft such as converted trawlers etc. of the Royal Naval Patrol Service and
various merchant vessels.
The training took place on that part of Bognor’s pier which was destroyed some years ago in a
storm, the centre structure was taken away to prevent a German invasion force using the pier to
land stores and equipment. One claim to fame was that on the 10th Feb 1943 the Pier’s guns
actually shot down a German Dornier Do 217 bomber aircraft which happened to stray within
their sights.
A local business has very kindly donated an inscribed stone
which is to be installed in front of the Pier as a memorial to those
who served and trained here on the Pier. It is planned to have a
Service of Dedication on Saturday 30th September at 12.00 when
local dignitaries and the Commanding Officer from HMS Excellent
(HMS St Barbara was attached to HMS Excellent) will attend
along with Bognor Regis RNA and Sea Cadets.
We are trying to find out if there is anyone who actually served, or
who had relatives who served on HMS St Barbara. We would to
be delighted to hear from them, and if it was possible for them to
attend where they would be most welcomed. They can contact
me by writing, telephoning or emailing me, as detailed below;

Ron Hargest, RNA Bognor Regis Branch Chairman, 106 Pryors Lane, Aldwick Bognor Regis
PO21 4JF Tel: 01243 263645 Email: ron.hargest@gmal.com
RNA City of Inverness
Inverness Branch Chairman Shipmate Alan ‘it
wasn’t like that in my day on HMS Brave’ Green
has forwarded a photo that was obviously, as
President the Donald said false news........
S/M Alan forwarded a picture of HMS Queen
Elizabeth just off Sutherland suggesting she is
in her real home waters! It was taken on Alan’s
black and white Polaroid camera he has had
since joining the RN back in the 60’s!
Real News reveals, that the soon to be nation’s
Flagship is safely tucked up alongside in her
real home!
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RNA Chesham & Amersham
On Sunday 30 July, the Town of Chesham put on a
centenary remembrance celebration of the Third
Battle of Ypres / Passchendaele.
There were displays by the Chesham & Amersham
RNA, Chesham RAFA, and Chesham RBL. The
band from RAF Holton played music, for the
enjoyment of the public and Standards were paraded
also.
Photo Above (l to r) Chesham & Amersham RNA
President S/M Brian Brown, Chesham Mayor Emily
Culverhouse, and Chesham & Amersham RNA
Chairman S/M Keith Jones.

Photo Opposite - (l to r) S/M Roy Harris, Annabelle
Pridham, President S/M Brian Brown. Treasurer S/M
Vicky Jones, and Chairman S/M Keith Jones.

RNA Stowmarket Branch
65 years after having returned home from the Korean War, Stowmarket Navy Veteran S/M
Malcolm Robertson has been recognised by the Republic of Korea with the award of their
Ambassador for Peace Medal for his service during the war, which lasted from June 1950 until
July 1953.
Malcolm, who joined the Royal Navy as a Boy
Seaman at HMS Ganges, Shotley in 1949,
served in Korea between 1950 and 1952 on the
aircraft carriers HMS Triumph and HMS Glory,
and on Saturday 5th August, among family,
friends and shipmates, he was presented with
his medal by Tim Jarvis, Chair of Area 5 Royal
Naval Association.
Also attending the
presentation, and representing the townspeople
of Stowmarket, was Councillor Linda Baxter,
the town’s Deputy Mayor.
In recognition of the award, Captain Seungeon
Ji, Defence Attaché at the Embassy of the
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Republic of Korea in London, wrote a personal letter to Malcolm, which read, “The Ambassador
for Peace Medal is bestowed upon those whom have served during the Korean War and is
recognition of the enduring legacy you and your comrades made for the freedom of our people.
All Koreans feel immense gratitude toward the brave veterans, who stood by with us in our
darkest hour and fought to secure the freedom and prosperity we enjoy today. And by word and
deed we work to honour you and the sacrifices made during the Korean War.”
The photo above shows Malcom (sat), with from left to right, Tim Jarvis, Chair of Area 5’s Royal
Naval Association, Olga Anderson, Chair of Stowmarket RNA, Malcolm’s son, Ralph and
Councillor Linda Baxter, Stowmarket Deputy Town Mayor.
Korea Factoid ‘Lest we forget’ - Under the flag of the United Nations, 17 nations came to the
assistance of South Korea in June 1950 when North Korea invaded her neighbour. For the next
3-years, just over 14,000 British service personnel where involved in what has been referred to
as “The Forgotten War” or “The Unknown War”.
RNA Bude Branch
Cornwall’s finest Bude Branch, or so they say, has been very busy down there in ‘Poldark
Country’ amongst the Cider and Pasties as Shipmate Bob Gelder reports.....
Bude Branch does not do "Stand Easy"! With our
monthly Meeting on Thursday, 3rd which was very
lively and well-attended, the Saturday 5th saw
Members in the Foyer of Morrisons, Bude, on a
"Meet, Greet & Recruit" exercise! Hopefully we will
see some new faces in September. One Branch
Member (aka Branch Treasurer, managed to
orchestrate 3 Stand-Easies, a 25 minute "chat" and a
Make & Mend! He was only in attendance for 3.5 hrs
- but then, he is ex-RM! )
However, in the process, the generous residents & visitors (voluntarily) donated £457.73 which
will, no doubt, be passed on to suitable RN or RM Charities according to the Branch Members'
choice. We, as a Branch, would urge all of our fellow Branches to make the effort to Recruit with
a suitable display in their locale. Enthusiasm is the key word: Smile, Greet, Talk, Recruit!!!
The Branch was also represented with a Team at the Area 4 "Croquet Championships" on this
occasion staged at Pencarrow House, Nr. Bodmin (Formerly owned by George Warrleggan!) .
Having won the "Runners-Up" trophy at the 1st time of asking the previous year, this year we
submitted at the 1st stage - despite trying to play to three (or four) different "rules". We were
both at home by 17.00! It has to be said, that a dozen sheep could have been usefully employed
on the surface for the week beforehand. Please see lovely photos in the attached link;
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/gallery/admiral-alec-weir-memorial-croquet-match-2017
(Short Cast) Forward Notice: Sun 10th Sept: RNA presence + Standard @ Kilkhampton
Church, muster Grenville Rooms 10.00 Parade - Service - March Back - Tea & Stickies.
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RNA Aldershot Branch

Aldershot Branch held a ‘Death of the Tot’ night on 31
July 2017 at Aldershot RNA Club. 3 Area Chairman
Shipmate Soapy ‘When I was at Flying Fox’ Watson
and his wife Ann were invited to along with members
from Crawley Branch and Aylesford branch to what
turned out to be a superb evening. The Branch even
had to draft in a new Padre (Bish) to carry out the
service of remembrance, and what a wonderful job he
did.
‘Death of the Tot’ Service of Remberance came about because in 1970 the House of Commons
decided that due to modern technology RN Ships Companies needed to be alert and sober to
operate the new advanced equipment and agreed to abolish the practise of serving rum, though
sailors would be allowed an extra can of beer every day.
The final daily tot was served until July 31st 1970, a day
that came to be known as Black Tot day. Ships
bemoaned the dark day in many different ways; some
held elaborate ceremonies, and others threw their final
ration overboard.
The evening was a success and according to the ‘Rum
Rats’ that attended had brought back many pleasant
memories of the old days, and the good times. Sandy
Bottoms, Sippers, Gulpers, Grounders, Queens, zzzzzzzzzzzzz
RNA Portland Branch
Portland Branch has been out and about and very active over the summer so far. They attended
Southwell Street Fayre Portland raising funds, making friends and meeting and greeting potential
recruits.
The Shipmates also had a very enjoyable trip to T20 Cricket at Ageas Bowl last Friday complete
with very loud tropical shirts!
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Portland Shipmates along with other RMA and RNA members from
Area 4/3 attended a memorial service on Sunday 13 Aug 17 at the
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, Swanage. The service,
organised by the Poole & District Royal Marine Association, was in
the memory of Chief Petty Officer Ernest Pitcher VC, DSM,
Medaille Militaire, Croix de Guerre .
There were eleven Standards representing a variety of
organisations from all over the South and South West of England
attending the Service to mark the centenary of the action on 8th
August 1917 by Q-5 Dunraven, also known as HMS Farnborough
which resulted in CPO Pitcher being awarded a Victoria
Cross.
Along with the Standards and RNA Shipmates the event
was very well supported by family and friends. Following
the service the congregation moved across to Northbrook
Cemetery to pay their heartfelt tributes at the grave sites of
CPO Pitcher and other Naval ratings, one of which was
that of a boy seaman, only 15 years of age.

Central Office received a letter from the President and Chairman of Poole and District
Royal Marines Association thanks everyone for supporting the service. They went onto
say it was especially pleasing to see so many Royal Naval Veterans and RNA Branch
Standards.

RNA Selsey Branch
Gavin Roriston Selsey PRO has very kindly forwarded a report of ‘happenings’ at Selsey.
On the 25th July, the Divisional Secretary of the
Chichester Division of SAFFA, Lynne Dodds,
visited Selsey to accept a cheque for £300
principally raised at a Big Brew-Up, our annual
RNA BBQ.
We are most grateful for the effort and
dedication of the instigators of the Brew-Up and
BBQ, S/Ms Vera Basson (our Social Officer) and
her daughter, Joanne Dempsey.
Following on from several years of memorable
Big Brew-Ups by our Chairman, Brian Hall and
his wife Sheila, Vera & Joanne have mightily
applied themselves to SAFFA fund raising over the last three years.
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On Sunday 6th August, following a tradition going
back to 2006 Brian Hall, aided by his trusty
stalwarts (umh …rum-rats), once again set up a
Rum Raffle stall on the day of the Selsey Branch
RNLI Lifeboat Launch Day.
This is always a carnival day and this one was
especially interesting for visitors to Selsey
because a newly-built, land based, lifeboat house
now accommodates the latest design, super-fast
Shannon Class lifeboat.
The iconic old lifeboat house standing up over the
Selsey sea-shore has been completely removed
because the Shannon class boat is simply too
wide to fit into the old house. On the day £326 was raised from selling a raffle ticket for £1; the
prize being a bottle of Gunpowder Proof Pusser’s Rum. As a further inducement, each raffle
ticket purchaser was given a small tot of Pusser’s. Needless to add, there were a few tickets
bought by the rum stall crew too!
Shipmates please note.... The the Branch Chairman S/M Brain Hall was as ever in the thick
of it, especially as a ‘tankie’, this time aided by the Social Secretary...........What a Rum lot!
RNA Crewe Branch
Representatives of the Crewe Branch RNA were invited to attend an unveiling and rededication
of a memorial plaque to Lt Cdr Roy Berryman
Edwards DSO RN on Saturday 29th July 2017 at
Crewe Library. The plaque was unveiled by his
Daughter, now Mrs Sylvia Hammond who also
unveiled the plaque when it was originally displayed
at Crewe Baths during the Second World War.
In September 1939 at the outbreak of the Second
World War Roy Edwards who at that time was the
Superintendent of the “Crewe Corporation Public
Swimming Baths”, was re-called to service by the
Royal Navy and promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
Commander. He became the Rendering Minds Safe Officer for
the East Coast of Britain and with his team, patrolled the
beaches disabling hundreds of mines. In May 1940 he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Order (DSO) by King
George VI for his courage and skill in securing and stripping
live enemy mines without regard to his own safety. Lt Cdr
Edwards dealt with around 180 mines within two months. He
was also awarded a commendation for coolness and devotion
to duty.
He was aged 39 when he lost his life on 11th June 1942 at
Corton Sands near Lowestoft while attempting to render safe a
booby-trapped German TMA (GT) moored mine killing both him
and young American Ensign, John Martin Howard.
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The photographs show the Memorial Plaque in situ in Crewe Library and above the Standard
Bearer together with Shipmates of the Crewe Branch with Mrs Sylvia Hammond.
RNA Ashford Branch
Saturday 19th August saw Ashford branch host their
Summer soiree at the railway club by the
international station. One hundred guests were first
entertained by the Sea Cadet band of T/S Veteran
from New Rommey, they gave a fine performance
and over two hundred pounds was raised on the
night for the unit. Steak pie or chicken curry was next
on the menu with a selection of desserts.

Hands to dance and skylark followed where most guests joined
in the dancing to a very popular female duo. Two raffles took
place during the evening, the second being the rum raffle which
was won by unsurprisingly - the very deserving area PRO
shipmate Mick Cox. All shipmates who attended would like to
thank the Ashford branch for putting on a really great event. B.Z.
The photos show the Sea Cadet band from T/S Veteran
entertaining everyone and Rum winner Shipmate Mick Cox.

RNA Huntingdon and District Branch
At the end of July, shipmates from Huntingdon & District
Branch attended a service marking the centenary of the
Battle of Passchendaele. A procession led by the Mayor
of Huntingdon, VIPs, representatives of the Armed
Forces Associations and local community groups, left
the Town Hall for a Flag Raising ceremony at
Huntingdon District Council’s headquarters. Shipmate,
Reverend Andrew Milton, Blessed the Flag before it was
hoisted up the mast by Gordon Glenton, Royal Anglian
Regiment (Rtd), RBL and RAFA Standards were dipped
in the usual mark of respect. On completion, the procession moved to the War Memorial for a
wreath-laying ceremony.
Later that evening, shipmates met up with Mayor
and members of the Royal British Legion, at the
War Memorial where a night vigil was to take
place.
On the 6th of August, Huntingdon and District
Branch marked another centenary event, the
formation of the WRNS. The branch currently
has three former Wrens and one serving Lt Cdr
RNR, each was presented with a personalised
commemorative bottle of Pinot Grigo by the
Branch President, S/M Karl Webb.
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S/M Sarah ‘Sallie’ Armstrong joined the WRNS in 1944 as a switchboard operator during the
Second World War and served until 1948. S/M Dawn Holt joined the following year in 1949 as a
cinema operator but also spent time based with the Royal Marines, she left the
WRNS as a Petty Officer in 1955 when she married our late President, S/M
Graham Holt. S/M Jenny Mandley was a Wren Writer between 1962 and 1964.
S/M Catherine Fearon joined the Royal Naval Reserves in the Maritime
Operations Branch and is still serving today, BZ shipmates.
Photographs show S/Ms Karl Webb and Bill Small with the Mayor and
Mayoress of Huntingdon and members of the Royal British Legion at
Huntingdon’s War Memorial; the second photograph shows shipmates Sallie
Armstrong, Dawn Holt, Jenny Mandley and Catherine Fearon with S/Ms Karl
Webb and Pete Aston.
(Thanks form the Editorial team go to Shipmate Karl Webb for his
continued contributions to the Semaphore Circular)

RNA Lee on the Solent and Stubbington Branch
Lee/Stubb Vice Chairman and 3 Area Chairman S/M Soapy
‘When I was at Flying Fox’ Watson assisted by his long
suffering wife Shipmate Ann Watson led a personal Pussers
Rum export drive to Germany (despite the shadow of Brexit).
Before moving from Bristol to Gosport, S/M Soapy used to be
Twinning Officer for Bristol and Hannover, who were twinned in
1947 just after the war.
The first exchange
consisted of 5 Bristol folk travelling to Germany with gifts of
shoes and other goods to start the peace process. This
year the twinning celebrated 70 years, and as Paul had
arranged the 40th, 50th & 60th (It is not true they couldn’t
get rid of him!) Soapy and Ann where invited as guests of
Hannover City Council to join the people travelling from
Bristol for the weekend.

During his time
it was twinned
Shaft (Germany
(Choir), the
Concert for us,
for up spirits
time. On
Garden
‘twinning!

as a member at RNA Bristol Branch
with Hannover Marine Kamerad
RNAish), and the Seemans Chor
Choir would put on a
and of course a supply of Pussers
would appear on the Sunday lunch
completion a visit to the Beer
provided more opportunity for

25
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/

RNA Bracknell Branch
Shipmate Terry Dilliway has forwarded the dispatch below........
It’s no secret that shipmates of Bracknell branch Royal Naval Association enjoy nothing more
than a trip out for the day.
So there could have been no better choice of trip
than a visit to Bletchley Park, secret home of
Britain’s famous wartime codebreakers. A group of
twelve members and three friends benefited from
excellent weather while gaining an insight into the
lives and work of Alan Turing’s specialists who
unravelled the Lorenz and Enigma codes,
effectively shortening the length of World War 2 by
up to two years.
After travelling by minibus from their headquarters
at Binfield Club, Bracknell’s shipmates toured the
huts where thousands of intelligence staff received
continuous messages from dispatch riders and
where Colossus, the world’s first digital computer,
was developed. Members photographed the Polish Memorial, commemorating the achievements
of three exceptional Polish mathematicians credited with breaking Enigma; and personal skills
were tested when visiting the ‘Brilliant Minds’ exhibition.
A more ancient method of secret messaging was also revealed to shipmates with exhibits which
told the story of the National Pigeon Service, whose 250,000 flying messengers contributed to
the war effort. Bracknell RNA secretary S/M June Boddrell said: “All shipmates enjoyed the day
enormously and all agreed a second visit was needed as there was just too much information to
absorb in one go.”
Portsmouth dockyard and the Semaphore Tower
headquarters of the Royal Naval Association was
next destination for a Bracknell Branch visit, when
twelve members were welcomed, together with
shipmates from Lee on Solent, to an Open Day at
RNA Central Office.
A few moments’ retail therapy at RNA ‘slops’
preceded an enjoyable light lunch above in the
fourth-floor ‘Semaphore Arms’, with members
taking advantage of the breathtaking views of HMS
Warrior, the distinctive Spinnaker Tower and the
constantly busy harbour and Navy docks.
Following an informative talk on the surroundings and events of the day, shipmates took passage
on a harbour launch to view dockyard sights which included Royal Navy warships in for refit, and
preparations for the imminent arrival of Queen Elizabeth, first of Britain’s two new aircraft carriers,
due to be escorted into her home port just days after the Bracknell sailors’ visit.
A sip of Pussers rum, a Navy favourite, contributed to the enjoyment of another successful day
arranged by S/M Lynne Daley, Bracknell RNA social secretary.
26
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/

RNA Rayleigh Branch
Reporting from Rayleigh it is our very own Roving Newshound Shipmate Gary Dailsey.....
Members of the community turned out in their droves
as Castle Point Council raised the Armed Forces
commemorative flag. The flag was hoisted outside the
council offices in Kiln Road, Thundersley on 19 June,
witnessed by former servicemen and women. As the
sun shone down on one of the hottest days of the
year, the Royal Artillery Association provided the
traditional gun salute.
Following the event, Castle Point mayor Brian Wood
hosted a reception for veterans and other guests
in the council atrium after the flag raising
ceremony. Many veterans and serving officers
joined the Mayor along with councillors and
council staff to mark the special occasion. Local
residents and children from nearby schools were
also present at the event. After the reception in the
Mayor’s parlour, there was a chance to view an
exhibition provided by the Bay Museum.
Hundreds of people lined the streets to mark Canvey’s Armed Forces Day celebrations.
Veterans took part in the poignant occasion by joining in with the parade. In attendance was Alex
Bull, 89, who is pictured with the Chelsea Pensioners.
Mr Bull served in the Merchant Navy and also in the
Royal Air Force during and after the Second World
War.
The event started with military precision at 10.30am
outside the Castleview School in Foksville Road,
Canvey. The Sutherland Pipes and Drums led the
march as it wound its way through the town centre,
along Furtherwick Road, down to Long Road and on to
the Paddocks Community Centre.
Representatives from the Royal British Legion, veteran groups and individuals, serving members
of the Armed Forces, Scouts, Girl Guides, Army Cadets, youth groups and the emergency
services all took part in the march. A thanksgiving service was held at 11am outside at the
Paddocks War Memorial.
RNA Plymouth Branch
Plymouth Branch will be holding its 11th Biennial Trafalgar weekend in the Livermead House
Hotel, Torquay over the weekend;
Friday October 13th – Monday October 16th 2017
2 Nights. Dinner/Bed/Breakfast £124
3 Nights Dinner/Bed/Breakfast £180
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Saturday Night Formal followed on Sunday by a Church Service Sunday morning. For further
details please contact : Sue Gutteridge. suzanne5571@virginmedia.com (01752) 849176
RNA Chard Branch
Chard Branch are holding their 30th Anniversary and Trafalgar Night Dinner on Saturday 21
October 2017. Area 4 members are cordially invited to join Chard Branch at the Shrubbery Hotel
Ilminister TA19 9AR 1900 kick off.
The Guest of Honour is Shipmate David White MBE MSM, President of 4 Area. The cost is £25
per person (including Tot Time) with entertained provided by Jaycee’s ‘Golden Oldies’ Disco.
Overnight accommodation at the Shrubbery Hotel is £80 per double ensuite room including
breakfast.
Places are limited to 150 on a first come first served basis.
RNA Chichester Branch
Chichester Branch is organising a celebration of the 70th Anniversary of our foundation in 1947.
Which will take place on the evening of September 30th 2017. The venue will be the Assembly
Room, Chichester Council House, North Street, Chichester.
It's going to be a major celebration for us. Our 60 odd members are determined that it will be a
notable affair, especially as this is clearly the year of the Royal Navy. The Lord Lieutenant of
West Sussex will be attending, as will be Captain Readwin RN Mine Warfare and Patrols etc. and
the Mayor of Chichester. The Chichester Harbour and Selsey Sea Cadets will be making a
significant contribution, and music will be provided by the Chichester City Band. The Royal Navy
Presentation Team will also be our guests for the evening as will representatives of HMS
Hurworth, our affiliate ship.
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CROSSED THE BAR – Celebrating a life well lived
Bert (Hubert) Hazeldon
Vernon Tubman
Bert (Hubert) Hazeldon – Ashford Branch
It is with great sadness that Ashford Branch report that Shipmate
Bert (Hubert) Hazeldon crossed the bar on 11 of August 2017.
Bert was Vice President of the Ashford Branch RNA. He was a
recipient of the Legion d'Honnuer and a member of the Burma Star
Association.
He served aboard HMS Trollope an American lease lend destroyer
as a gun layer on the forward 3" gun and participated in the D Day
Landings where he was seriously injured when the Trollope was
torpedoed. He was treated at the HM Military Hospital Durham.
He then served in HMS Volage in the Far East, transiting through
HMS Saunders and HMS Assegai en route.
Following Royal Naval Service Bert returned to work at the Ashford Railway Works, and was
active in training Apprentices, He also had an interest in the running of Ashford Sea Cadets TS
Churchill. As a founder member of Ashford Branch our branch he will be sorely missed by all the
Shipmates
Vernon Tubman – Tyne Branch
Tyne Branch RNA was recently saddened by the sudden death of
their Vice-Chairman, Shipmate Vernon Tubman.
S/M Vernon had a long Naval career with the RN and RNR
serving in a wide range of shore Establishments; HMS Ganges,
Vernon, Dryad, Excellent, Cochrane, HMS Terror (Singapore)
and HMS Calliope. He also served in HM Ships; Victorious,
Devonshire, Maxton, Striker, Northumbria, Repton, Bereton,
Crofton, Abinger, Hodgeston, Wotton and finally HMS Orwell.
He was also a training instructor with the Hebburn and the Jarrow
Sea Cadet Units.
Vernon joined his local RNA branch and was a very active
member, latterly of the Tyne Branch, where he had recently he
set up and administered a Facebook page enabling branch
members to keep in touch with activities and share relevant information and links. Vernon also
volunteered to act as one of the Semaphore Project iPad mentors and was very keen to assist
the more senior members to access the world online.
Sadly Vernon died just before his 76th birthday and his funeral was well-attended by his friends
and shipmates, the local Royal British Legion Riders Branch (he was also a keen motorcyclist)
with five Standards were present. Tyne Branch will miss his unmistakable presence at our
Branch meetings and Social gatherings. RIP Shipmate.
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RNA Members Benefits
UK Holiday Group /CONA Holiday Service
• Variety of special deals for both Groups and Individuals. 1% of turnover thorough CONA
Holiday Service is returned to the RNA. http://www.royal-navalassociation.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
Coleman/Ansvar Insurance
• Discounted Branch and House hold Insurance - 01323 744149
http://bit.ly/RNACona
Funeral Service
• Significant discount form Veterans UK www.veteranfunerals.co.uk Tel 07889 009393
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

•

RNA member entry just £10 plus four guest at £10 each provides access to the all
attractions including the Submarine Museum, RM Museum and Explosion!.

Legal Services
Free 30 minute legal advice with Coffin Mew.
armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk 0800 827168

Breakdown Service
• RAC Breakdown and recovery service
asec@arno.org.uk or 0207 4025231

Organisers of Reunions should be aware the CONA
Travel will match or better any other ‘like for like’
Reunion/Group Trips bookings so why not give them an
opportunity to impress you. 0844 264 2122
conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk

•

Discounts on a large range of new Cars www.motorfinity.uk/rna
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Shortcast
Note from the CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) Secretary I would be very grateful if organisers of reunions would oblige me by obtaining a quote
from the CONA Travel Service, who will not be beaten on like for like price. CONA Travel
Service donate 1% of their CONA business back into the Conference totalling to date
£2,400 which provides funds to assist members Associations. Oh and by the way their
service is first class as well.
HMS Illustrious Association – 8-10 September 2017
The HMS Illustrious Association will be holding the 2017 reunion in Portsmouth over the weekend
of 8-10th September 2017. Further details are available on the website
www.hmsillustriousassociation.com
BRNC Class of Sept 1977 (40th Anniversary) – 9th September 2017
BRNC Dartmouth – for further details contact garygduffield@gmail.com
HMS Ark Royal Communicators ( 1973-1977) – 15/16 September 2017
London - for further details contact jsmith@greenford5fsnet.co.uk
HMS Ulster Association – 29 September – 02 Oct 17
Details are: Friday September 29th – Monday October 2nd at Royal Beach Southsea.
Full details http://www.candoo.com/ulsternorrie/reunions.html or contact IOW Tours on 01983
405116 to make a booking. All commissions very welcome. Additional information can be made
by contacting reunion organiser, Norrie Millen at ulster@candoo.com or by calling 01626 779409
or Mobile 077709909691. Both phones have an answering service so do please leave a
message.
2018 HMS Ulster reunion will be at Tillington House Hotel in Staffordshire, not too far from
National Arboretum. Once again all commissions welcome. It will mark the 60th anniversary of
1958-60 commission for her memorable and unique trip up through Great Lakes of Canada when
Queen Elizabeth & President Eisenhower officially opened The St Lawrence Seaway. The CO Commander Cameron Rusby (later Vice Admiral Sir Cameron) signalled MOD "I am claiming the
world altitude record for a British Frigate, we are now 600 feet above sea level and 2000 miles
inland” Date to be confirmed but will be in late September/early October 2018.
HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans Association – 29 September - 02 October 2017
The 2017 reunion will be held at the Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford over the weekend 29th
September to 2nd October. Memorial service around our memorial at the NMA on the Saturday,
Reunion dinner on Saturday evening, AGM Sunday morning with optional trip to Shugborough
House. Contact us for further details (malcolm.collis@gmail.com or via the website
http://www.hmsajax.org) where additional information can be found.
Hot off the press........
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HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans Association - 2019 Trip to South America - The association is
planning a trip to Uruguay, Argentina and Chile in December 2019 to coincide with the 80th
anniversary of the Battle of the River Plate that took place off Uruguay and the 1939 Chilean
earthquake which devastated Concepcion (Ajax and Exeter went to give assistance). Contact us
for details (malcolm.collis@gmail.com or via the website http://www.hmsajax.org) where
additional information can be found.
HMS St Vincent Association - 06/09 October 2017
The annual reunion will be in the Royal Beach Hotel Southsea over the weekend 6 / 9 October
with the AGM on Saturday in St Vincent, transport is included. For further details and for booking
contact IOW Tours on 01983 405116 or email enquiries@iowtours.com or ring Soapy Watson on
07786 565485 or 01329 310078
RN Electrical Weapon Engineering Branch Association – 13-16 October 2017
Coniston Hotel Sittingbourne - for further details contact enquiries@iowtours.com
HMS Arethusa Association – 13-16 October 2017
HMS ARETHUSA Social weekend - October 13th to 16th 2017 at The Risboro Hotel, Llandudno.
Details and booking forms from - IOW Tours Ltd.
HMS Relentless Association – 24-27 November 2017
HMS Lowestoft Association - 20/22 October 2017
The HMS Lowestoft Association will be holding their reunion weekend on 20/22 October 2017.
The reunion will take place at Sketchley Grange Hotel and Spa, Hinckley, Leicestershire LE10
3HU. All who served in HMS Lowestoft are most welcome. For bookings please contact; Isle of
Wight Tours Phone No. 02983 405116 or ian@hmslowestoft,co.uk
HMS Mohawk Association – 20-23 October 2017
The HMS Mohawk Association are holding their annual reunion in Lytham St Annes duringteh
weekend 20/23 October 2017all former ‘Mohawks’ and anyone who served in a Tribal Class
Frigate are very welcome to attend. For further information please contact Derek O’Malia at
Dhom48@yahoo.com
Bay Class Frigates Association – 23/25 October 2017
Tillington Hall Hotel Staffordshire - for further details contact enquiries@iowtours.com
Survey Ships Association – 27/30 October 2017
The Survey Ships Association will be holding its twenty-third reunion at the Novotel, Nottingham
on the w/e of 27th to 30th October. For information on membership and reunion please send a
SAE to: The Secretary SSA, 17 Eliza Mackenzie Court, Lindisfarne Close, Cosham, Portsmouth,
PO6 2SB, e-mail: secretary@surveyships.org.uk, or telephone 023 9232 4795.
HMS Relentless Association – 24-27 November 2017
HMS RELENTLESS Association. 75th Anniversary Reunion to celebrate the first commissioning
of HMS Relentless will be held at the Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford, November 24th-27th 2017. All
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ex-Rusty R's welcome but numbers are limited so call Isle of Wight Tours Ltd asap on 01983
405116 or contact HMS Relentless Association Secretary 02392 599640, email
secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk.
My thanks go to Shipmate Mike Crow from RN Shipmates for providing details of reunions.
849 Naval Air Squadron Gannets - 26-29 April 2018
849 Gannets are holding a reunion at the Hotel Mariners, Haverfordwest Dyfed SA61 2DU
between 29 and 29 April 2018.
For further details please contact John Rawling at jsrawl@aol.com

Swinging the Lamp – September 2017

Date

Year

Entry

September 2017

1st

1836

2nd

1950

3rd

1942

4th

1964

5th

1972

6th

1776

Rum withdrawn from accompanying women and children who
became entitled to tea and sugar in lieu.
Lt-Cdr HRH The Duke of Edinburgh RN took command of the sloop
Magpie in the Second Frigate Squadron based at Malta. The ship
had served in Walker’s Second escort Group in the Battle of the
Atlantic.
Having safely delivered the damaged battleship Queen Elizabeth to
the eastern seaboard of the USA, the destroyers Pathfinder,
Quentin and Vimy were attacked by, and sank, U-162 off Trinidad.
The German CO, Fregattenkapitan Jurgen Wattenburg, had been
an officer in Graf Spee. He escaped internment in Argentina,
returned to Germany and trained as a submariner. As a POW in
Arizona, he again escaped for thirty-six days.
Frigate Lowestoft, Cdr M.W.G. Fawcett RN, part of a RN squadron
assembled for the opening that day of the Forth Road Bridge,
collided with the anchored cruiser Lion, Home Fleet flagship, near
the bridge while moving downstream in poor visibility. No
reprimanded at Portsmouth court martial on Trafalgar Day.
Second Cod War. First use of the Icelandic Coastguard’s warp
cutter, when Aegir cut the nets of the Hull trawler Peter Scott.
Turtle (first American submarine) attacked Howe’s flagship (Eagle)
in New York harbour: perhaps the first recorded submarine attack.
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7th

1939

The Price of Admiralty. ‘Deaths at sea. Administrative arrangements
may not provide for any large number of bodies brought into port for
burial. For that reason, Captains of HM ships are recommended,
when time permits, to arrange for the bodies of officers and men
killed in action or dying at sea as a result of wounds to be buried at
sea, unless the ship is very close to the port to which she is
proceeding.’ – AFO 2516a/39.

8th

1656

9th

1935

10th

1990

11th

1793

Speaker and two consorts captured six out of eight Spanish ships of
the Plate fleet off Cadiz.
First landing of a Service rotary-wing aircraft on one of HM ships: a
Cierva C30A autogyro, K4230, on Furious by Wg-Cdr Brie.
Revd Caroline Eglin (nee Pullman) commissioned. The first female
Chaplain to enter the RN.
Nelson (Agamemnon) first met Lady Hamilton, at Naples.

12th

1944

13th

1914

14th

1805

15th

2007

16th

1971

17th

2001

18th

1951

19th

1810

20th

1873

21st

1944

22nd

2001

Furious and Trumpeter, escorted by Devonshire and six destroyers
of 26th DF, laid mines in Aramsund Channel: one German escort
vessel sunk. Operation Begonia. FAA Sqns: 801, 808, 827, 830
(Furious – Seafire, Barracuda); 846, 852 (Trumpeter – Avenger).
The last Home Fleet operation in which Furious took part before
reducing to reserve.
E 9, Lt-Cdr Max Horton, sank German cruiser Hela S.W. of
Heligoland. DSO. First RN submarine commander to sink an enemy
warship. Returned to Harwich flying Jolly Roger and so established
traditional signal for a successful patrol.
Vice-Admiral Viscount Nelson embarked in Victory at Portsmouth
for the last time, having by his own reckoning been absent from her
for only twenty-five days ‘from dinner to dinner’ since 18 March
1803. The ship sailed next morning
Maj-Gen. Sir Jeremy Moore, Commander Land Forces in the
Falklands War in 1982, died aged 79. Major-General Commando
Forces RM 1979–82. Third generation of his family to win MC.
HRH The Prince of Wales joined Britannia RN College, Dartmouth,
under the Graduate Entry Scheme as an acting sub-lieutenant.
Attempt by RM Cpls- Dom Mee and Tim Welford to row across the
Pacific Ocean ended after their boat, Pacific Odyssey, was sunk by
a fishing boat after 5,000 miles of rowing.
Submarines Acheron and Auriga visited London for ten days to
mark the fiftieth anniversary of the RN Submarine Service.
Captains who had missed flag rank through becoming
Commissioners of the Navy, Victualling or Transport Boards
allowed to wear the undress uniform of a rear-admiral with plain
epaulettes and the buttons of their Board.
Boats of Thalia and Midge destroyed three pirate junks and a fort in
the Larut River, Perak.
10th Submarine Flotilla disbanded. White Ensign hauled down at
HMS Talbot, Malta.
Operations against Taliban regime in Afghanistan. Two Royal Navy
SSNs fired TLAMs against shore targets. Support for land forces
provided by Illustrious, Cornwall and Southampton. Operation
Veritas.
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23rd

1941

GC: Henry Herbert Reed, Gunner, DEMS, in SS Cormount.

24th

1850

Rum ration halved by withdrawal of evening issue.

25th

1953

26th

1776

First Type 14 Frigate Dundas launched by J. Samuel White at
Cowes. First of the Blackwood-class to be completed was Hardy
by Yarrows, Scotstoun, on 15 December 1955.
Horatio Nelson appointed acting lieutenant in the Worcester.

27th

1941

28th

1956

29th

1953

30th

1944

Submarine Trident sank the German Uj-1201 in Soroysund,
Norway.
Three inshore minesweepers, Broadley, Bisham and Edlingham,
lying in reserve off Hornet in Haslar Creek damaged beyond repair
by fire which broke out in cocoon material in Broadley.
Destroyer Diamond, Capt R.I.A. Sarell RN, collided with the light
cruiser Swiftsure, Capt T.L. Bratt RN, wearing the flag of RearAdmiral J.W. Cuthbert, Flag Officer Flotillas, Home Fleet, during
exercises 30 miles S. of Iceland. Fire in the cruiser and thirty-two
casualties. Capt Sarell was reprimanded at Chatham Court Martial
5 November for hazarding his ship but he was not the last Captain
to do so.
Terrible, only British carrier built in a Royal Dockyard, launched at
Devonport by Mrs Duncan Sandys, daughter of Mr Winston
Churchill. Commissioned 16 Dec
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2018 Diaries
The 2018 diary will be available as the diary part only, price - £5.
Diary with the NEW dark blue crested cover, price - £8
By popular demand the address book is also available too. - £1 each
Orders should be sent to the address below and accompanied either by a cheque or
card details.
To: Royal Naval Association, Room 209
Semaphore Tower (PP70)
HM Naval Base
Portsmouth
PO1 3LT
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Order form
From: .................................................................Branch/ Member
Please provide ……………… 2018 RNA insert Diaries @ £5 .00 each

£ ......................

Please provide ……………… 2018 Diaries with Cover @ £8 .00 each

£ ......................

Please provide ……………… Address Book inserts @ £1.00 each

£ ......................

TOTAL £............
Deliver the order to S/M…………………………………………………………
Address

………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
……………………………......

Post

Code:……………………………
Find enclosed a cheque to the value of - £ ..................made out to The Royal Naval Association
Or charge to my Credit Card/Debit Card; the details of which are:
Card in the name of
.......................................................................................
Credit Card/Debit Card Number.................................................................... ........................
Valid From: .......................... Expires ................................................ .
Three Digit Security Code (where applicable) ...................................
Card holder’s address of different from delivery address
Address
………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
……………………………..................
Post
Code:……………………………
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NOMINATION FORM
ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND DEPUTY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL (Revised RNA
Bye-Law 7)

For the attention of All Branch Secretaries in Areas 5, 6 and 8
It has become necessary to elect a new DNCM to serve out the remaining tenure of DNCM 5 and
vacancies in 6 and 8. Each Branch may nominate one full or life member from any Branch
within its own Area, for election as the Deputy National Council Member subject to the approval
of the Branch to which both persons belong. (See Note Below)
Name of Nominee for DNCM.................................................
Proposed by Branch .................................................................................................
Address of Nominee
............................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................
Brief history of nominees in the Association. Continue on separate sheet if necessary

Chairman ....................... (signed) ............................................(dated)
Secretary....................... (signed) ...........................................(dated)
___________________________________________________________________
If the Candidate by the proposing Branch is not a member of that Branch, this section is to be
completed by the Chairman and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch.
Candidate's Branch ......... ............................................................................
We certify the acceptance of the nomination by the Candidate’s Branch.
Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch) .............................................................................
Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch) ..............................................................................
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Candidate
I accept the nomination and promise to attend as many National Council Meetings as is
possible and to sit on any Committees to which I may be elected.

Signature of Candidate
Dated
___________________________________________________________________________
Nomination Forms
The envelope containing this completed form should be marked NOMINATIONS FOR NATIONAL
COUNCIL and must reach RNA HQ no later than 15 Sep 2017 Only one nomination is needed for a
candidate to be included in the ballot
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Nominations for Standing Orders Committee 2018
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries
Two members of the standing Orders Committee need to be replaced before Conference 2018.
SOC elections shall be held in accordance with Rule 18 (c) for the seats previously held by
S/mates Paul Harries (Area 7) and Dick Ascott (Area 10), both new members will serve for the
remainder of the previous incumbent’s term.
Full or Life members may be nominated as candidates for election to the Standing Orders
Committee, which includes self nomination by individuals, however, subject to the approval
of the candidate’s home branch. A nil return is not required.
Name of nominee

………………………….................................................................

Proposed by…………………………............................ Branch

.......................

Address of nominee ………………………….................................................................
………………………………………….......………………………………………........................
.......................................................................................................
E mail ...........………………………………………….......

Post code ......................................

Nominee’s history in the Association. Continue on separate sheet if necessary.

Proposer .............................................................. Print name .........................................................
This section must be completed by the Chairman and Secretary of the nominee’s home
Branch.
Nominee’s Branch
….......……………………………………….................................................................
We support this Nomination.
Signature of Chairman or Secretary of nominee’s Branch)
.........................................................................................
Nominee: I accept this nomination and undertake to attend as many Standing Orders
Committee Meetings as is possible.
Signature of Nominee
………………………………………….................................................................
This form should despatched to be received at the Central Office no later than 1200 27 October
2017. Nominations received after this date will not be included in the Ballot.
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The 2017 Christmas card
These are available with
envelopes at £5 for ten.
Orders should be sent to HQ Semaphore
Tower and be accompanied by a cheque or
card details for the total value.

From: ................................................................Branch/Member
Please provide ..............Packs of ten Queen Elizabeth Christmas cards @ £5 per pack.
Deliver the order to
S/M………………………………............
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………..................………………………………
……………………………………………..............
………………………………………………………
Post code…………………

Find enclosed a cheque to the value of - £ ............ made out to The Royal Naval Association
Or charge to my Credit Card/Debit Card; the details of which are:
Credit Card/Debit Card No ...................................................................

.

Card in the name of :......................................................................................
Valid From: ................ Expires ....................
Three Digit Security Code (where applicable) ...................................
Card holder’s address if different from delivery address
Address

………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………......
Post Code:……………………………
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Sailors Supper

Tot of
Nelson’s Blood
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You choose your own specialist and hospital
NHS queues avoided
Hospital visiting times unrestricted
Private room usually with en suite
Claims are settled promptly
There is a guaranteed transfer facility
93% saved money by transferring to HMCA
Excellent customer service based in the UK
All ages are accepted and medical examination
is not required
Children up to 26 are included in a family plan
There is a tax free NHS cash benefit
Overseas and sports are covered
Dental treatment, in hospital, is included
Free medical and counselling helpline
A long-term illness grant is available
Excess available
Moratorium available
£50 M&S gift card upon joining
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Private Medical Cover

Call 01423 799949
or for an instant quote visit

www.hmca.co.uk/quote
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