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Captain Bill Oliphant (the new RNA General Secretary) on his final day
in the RN, hands in his ID Card to LWtr ‘Johno’ Johnson and Lt Cdr
Laura Christie Newman in the Release Office. Whilst there Captain Bill
signed up for the RNA’s flagship Shipmates and Oppos programme,
supported by Greenwich Trust, designed to support Naval service
leavers with transition.

This edition is the on-line version of the Semaphore Circular, unless you have registered with
Central Office, it will only be available on the RNA website in the ‘Members Area’ under
‘downloads’ at www.royal-naval-association.co.uk and will be emailed to the branch contact,
usually the Hon Sec
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Dear Shipmates,
Very best wishes to everyone for the New Year from the new
General Secretary. I should introduce myself. I joined the Andrew at
FISGARD as a Tiffy Apprentice in September 1982 and after the first
year of common training I was streamed towards the clanky side so
trotted off to CALEDONIA to complete my MEA apprenticeship.
Bizarrely, after joining the Navy “to see the world”, I was mildly
disappointed to find myself about 19 miles down the road from
Glenrothes where I was at school! Never-the-less it was a lot of fun especially runs ashore in Edinburgh where I was to meet my future
wife, Anne. I played a lot of sport, rugby was my game, and so I
thought it reasonable to put my chit in to recat to PTI. I was a little
surprised when my DO refused to support my request. Instead, he
suggested I submit another Request Form to raise my CW papers.
So, a little while later, I found myself going round the buoy and
starting again at Dartmouth. In all, I was in the training pipeline for nearly 7 years before getting
my first compliment appointment at the Clyde Submarine Base. At least I didn’t need language
training!
Lots of ships and lots of jobs later, including a sprinkling of Joint assignments which saw me both
in Iraq and Afghanistan, I ended up in 2016 as Captain of the Base in Portsmouth with the task of
preparing the Base for the arrival of the new carrier, HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH. Having followed
the complete development of the carrier programme from the genesis of the idea which emerged
from George Robertson’s Strategic Defence Review of 1998, it was a huge honour to be a part of
the delivery and be there for the ship’s first entry into Portsmouth in August 2017. Retiring after
37 years service, I was given the very great privilege of taking the salute at the Passing Out
Parade at HMS RALEIGH in late September where I said to the youngsters on parade that I
would be more than happy to trade uniforms with anyone on the Parade Ground for the
opportunity to do it all again.
Please understand then, that it gives me huge pride to continue in the Naval family and be able to
serve you as the General Secretary of your Association. Paul Quinn gave me the best possible
handover – thank you Paul - and has certainly left big boots to fill which I shall endeavour to do
although I have no intention of assuming his “Man at C&A” fashion sense as the tank top will be
firmly retired! I should say, he was very grateful for his send off and we have published his letter
of thanks at the end of this circular.
You should be aware that while I will seek to make improvements where I can, I have no intention
of altering the course of the ship and any touches to the tiller will all be suggested through the
National Council. What I have come to realise already though is that there is a huge patchwork
of military charities out there who are specialist in some shape or form to a particular need or
group and there is plenty of assistance available should it be required. I think our role in that is to
act as an intelligence network to look out for our oppos or spouses who are maybe less able or
fortunate as others and report this up through our Welfare Reps so that we can take positive
action to remedy or assist. I think the message is, don’t be shy to come forward and seek
assistance should it be necessary.
So, on to some naval news. It has eventually been announced that HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH
(QNLZ) will go back to Rosyth in early summer for her first planned 6-week docking period with a
plan to sail again for the US to do more fixed wing flying trials during the autumn using British F35s. Meanwhile HMS PRINCE OF WALES (PWLS) is still on target for delivery and we should
see her in Portsmouth before the end of the year. As we dipped out a bit on the QNLZ first entry

Portsmouth because she came in 2 days early to beat the weather, I’ll see if we can arrange
something here for PWLS first entry for those interested in witnessing this historic occasion. I
wonder if there are any surviving RNA members who were on the previous glorious vessel of that
name?
In case you missed it, the announcement has been made for the naming of the last of the eight T26 frigates, HMS EDINBURGH. Notable for me as I
did my Midshipman’s Fleet-time in the previous ship
of that name when she was a shiny new T-42 with
Bob Williams and then Alistair Ross in Command.
This completes the naming of the T-26 City Class and
EDINBURGH joins the previously named GLASGOW,
CARDIFF, BELFAST, BIRMINGHAM, SHEFFIELD,
NEWCASTLE and LONDON. The T-26 will replace
the Towed Array fitted T-23s and will be based in
Devonport. Frigates are getting bigger; the T-26 is 60ft longer and 2,000 tonnes heavier than
their predecessors, equipped with bow and towed array sonar, Sea Ceptor air defence missiles
and a 5” main gun.
Also, I’ve been asked a favour from Rear Admiral Bath, the Naval Secretary. As President of
Navy Cricket, he tells me they have a shortage of umpires and scorers. Given this is quite a timeconsuming activity, it’s difficult to get Service people to participate. As it tends to appeal to an
older demographic, he’s asked if there’s any interest within the RNA? You wouldn’t have to be
umpires or scorers already. They would be prepared to pay for individuals to do courses, etc. It’s
more about your interest in RN cricket, willingness to be involved and preparedness to give up
some time. If there is an interest, please contact Central Office (02392 722983) and we’ll put you
in touch with the right people. I’m sure there might be the odd ticket for internationals and
certainly the annual Inter-services 20-20 at Lords as a perk.
Forthcoming Events for your Diaries
•

The Jutland Wood tree planting event at Langley Vale on 16 March is firming up and we
would welcome representation from members who feel up to it. Having been to a previous
event the format commences at 1000 with a cup of tea while there are a few words of
explanation and remembrance followed by tree planting and lunch. Secured by 1500.
Several Sea Cadet units have expressed an interest so at least there will be some youth
there to crack any heavy lifting!

•

2019 marks the 75th Anniversary of D-Day and the focus of commemorative activity in the
UK will be here in Portsmouth on 05 June. RBL are leading in conjunction with
Portsmouth City Council and we are close up with planning and will share more details
when known. If you are thinking of coming down for these events, we strongly advise you
to book accommodation in the city early. It may be busy and we anticipate that the Royal
Family will be represented. What we do know is that the RBL have put on a cruise around
the Channel area which includes heading up to Dunkirk, the event here at Portsmouth on
05 June and then moves across to France for D-Day itself on 06 June; returning to
Portsmouth 08 June. The deadline for applications is 04 February and those fortunate
individuals who have been selected, will be informed by the end of the month.

•

National Conference planning continues with a great conference in store at St Neots in
Cambridgeshire over the weekend of 7-9 June. Please get your nominations for delegates
into Nigel.

•

For those of you who may have served in Northern Ireland on OP BANNER, you should
be aware that the RBL are putting on a commemorative event at the National Arboretum
on 14 August. Details are on the RBL website.

•

Being an odd year, it means it’s a Biennial Parade year which is in Whitehall on 08
September. Planning is already underway, and details will follow.

So, with the content I have already seen in this edition, it seems that there is plenty going on this
year. Let’s make it a good one!
Finally, I was delighted to see the RNA being represented at Prince Charles’ 70th birthday by
fellow septuagenarians Shipmates Jayne Miller from St Neots & District Branch and Anne Cox
and Anne McKinnon from Glasgow Branch. Hope you enjoyed your afternoon tea at Spencer
House.

Best wishes from the Central Office Team
Bill

Will the real General Secretary reveal
themselves………… (Not that way!)
Which one is Bill and which one is Derby
Allen NCM2.
Bill is now known as SOD in Central
Office..Son of Derby what do you think.

1.

Corporate Membership

Shipmates may not be aware that the RNA now has another type of membership named
Corporate Member. This membership is designed to encourage companies and individuals to
join the naval family and to ensure the stability of the RNA and have fun!
There are three levels of Sponsorship for
Corporate Members;
Up to £1000
• Personal letter from GS
• Framed presentation certificate of
thanks
• Logo and Link on the RNA Website
• Use of Corporate Member logo
• Free coverage in our monthly
circular/newsletter.
The £1000 could help us to maintain the
most visited memorial in the National
Memorial Arboretum. We commissioned
and unveiled this monument on our 60th
anniversary to commemorate those who
have served, served today and will serve tomorrow – regardless of rank, trade or fighting arm.
Or, it could support our Welfare Officers with befriending veterans.
Up to £5000
• As per above plus attendance at the Annual conference and free trade stand.
• 2 places at the Presidents Table for Conference Gala Dinner
• VIP place at the Biennial Parade in Whitehall
• Presentation ‘button badges’ and Associate member status for membership champion or
engraved tankard for display.
• Volunteer opportunity with Project Semaphore (reducing digital isolation for Veterans)
£5000 could help us to fuel our three minibuses that assist veterans to get out and about.
Or, support our weekly Royal Navy culture heritage and ethos briefings given to phase 2 trainees
as they embark on their career.
Over £5000
• As per level 2, plus, corporate day with RNA Central Office, Portsmouth: includes lunch
and a boat tour of the harbour with the RNA General Secretary and experienced Naval
guides.
• Branding and story in our annual impact report
• Permanent half-page advert in all issues of our monthly circular/newsletter
All too often we hear of the effect that being socially isolated has on elderly veterans. When they
are not connected to the online world, they also tend to be worse off financially. The RNA’s
Project Semaphore has distributed hundreds of iPads to veterans – preloaded with useful apps –
and provides ongoing support.

In enabling veterans to do the things most of us find second nature (for instance, Skyping family
and friends, internet banking and shopping, accessing support information, social media and
entertainment), we can help the connect with friends and regain some of their independence.
Full details can be found at –
https://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/about-us/corporate-membership
The RNA is delighted to announce the first
Corporate member as Brooms
Professional Services Ltd.
Vice Admiral John Mcanally the National
President is seen presenting RNA Hon
Accountant Kevin Cornelius, who is also a
Director with BPS, with the Corporate
Membership presentation certificate.
If you think your Area, Branch or Individual
Shipmates would like any more information
or assistance for prospective Corporate
Membership please do not hesitate to
contact Central Office.
2.

National Ceremonial Advisor Vacancy

Regrettably the National Ceremonial Advisor, Shipmate Mick Kieran, has decided to hang up his
pace stick and step down or as he says ‘times
up’ as you can see from the attached
photograph!
However, unfortunately he will still be seen at
Conference, out of the rig of the day, with his
shorts on, awaiting the beginning of the knobbly
knees competition!
On a serious note the National President has
written to Mick thanking him for his many years
of sterling service to the RNA during his many
years in Office as the Ceremonial Advisor.
So………………
A vacancy now exist for the position of National Ceremonial Advisor. You will be required to;
•
•
•
•
•

Attend the Association Management Committee in the capacity of Advisor concerning all
Ceremonial matters ( 4 times a year (3 x Portsmouth and 1 x Conference)
Act as parade Senior Marshall at Conference and Biennial Parades
Act as Ceremonial organiser and Judge at the National Standard Bearer competition.
To assist and advise AMC/Central Office on content and amendment of the Ceremonial
Handbook.
To advise the General Secretary on Ceremonial Maters.

Applications are now sought from suitably qualified Shipmates. Any interested Shipmate should
apply for this prestigious position by providing a small CV listing your experience and a short
statement explaining why you should be considered for selection by the National Council as the
new National Ceremonial Advisor. The closing date will be 01 March 2019.
3.

National Branch Recruitment and Retention Advisor – Area Assistants Vacancy

Shipmate Gareth Booth, the National Recruitment and Retention Advisor, has been in post for a
few months now and has recognised that there is a need for a source of local knowledge and
consequently a requirement to appoint an Area Branch Recruitment Assistant (ABRA)
The appointed Shipmate will operate under the following guidelines / Terms of Reference:
• Report to the National Branch Recruitment & Retention Advisor (NBRRA) as an advisor for
their area
• To act as a point of contact for their area
• Work with the Area NCM / Committee to assist the NBRRA in the following activities:
• Identifying branches within their area at risk of closing
• Give help, where possible, to help branches at risk.
• Identifying possible locations for new branches and special interest groups within their
area
• Branch Recruiting and Retention Activities
• Local marketing ideas
If you require any further details, then please do not hesitate in contacting Shipmate Garth by
either by email or phone; rna.brra@outlook.com or 07713 876846
4.

RNVC Series – Temporary Lieutenant Thomas Wilkinson VC

Temporary Lieutenant Thomas Wilkinson was born in Widnes
Lancashire on 01 August 1898. He was awarded the Victoria
Cross, posthumously, during an action whilst serving in
HMS Li Wo in February 1942.
In 1938, Thomas Wilkinson became skipper of the Li Wo (1,000
tons), designed as a river boat for sailing the upper reaches of the
Yangtze. When WW2 broke out, the Royal Navy commandeered
her and added a 4 inch gun which was installed forward plus a
couple of machine guns and a depth charge thrower, she had a
Ships’ company of eighty-four. Wilkinson became a Temporary
Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve and sailed the ship out of
the sheltered waters of the Yangtze, into the China Seas, and
south to Singapore.
On 14 February HMS Li Wo sighted two enemy convoys, one escorted by Japanese warships,
T/Lt Wilkinson informed his crew of his intention to engage the convoy and fight to the last in the
hope of inflicting some damage, a decision that drew resolute support from the whole ships’
company, who had assembled from a group of survivors which included one civilian and a few
Army and RAF personnel. In the action that followed, a Japanese transport was set on fire and
abandoned, and Li Wo engaged a heavy cruiser for over an hour before being hit at point-blank
range and sunk. Lieutenant Wilkinson ordered his crew to abandon ship, but he remained and
onboard and very sadly went down with the ship.

T/SubLt Ronald Stanton was awarded the DSO and A/PO Arthur
Thompson the CGM for their part in the action. T/Lt Wilkinson’s body
was never recovered. He is commemorated on the Liverpool Naval
Memorial.
His medal was donated to the Imperial War Museum, London by a
member of the Wilkinson family. It is now displayed in the Ashcroft
Gallery. The photo above shows the Memorial for Thomas Wilkinson
which is in Victoria Cross Park, Widnes. (Courtesy- Wikipedia)

5.

Travel Insurance

National Welfare Officer, Shipmate Rita Lock MBE, wants to inform shipmates about travel
insurance deals available through the Forces Pension Society (FPS).
As an illustration, S/M Rita she was able to obtain worldwide annual cover for £384.40. The offer
is open to all serving members and veterans of HM Forces plus spouse/partner and certain
family members. To take up this travel insurance offer you must be a member of the Forces
Pension Society. The fee is currently £38.00 per annum, next year it will be £39.00
For information, go online to the FPS at https://forcespensionsociety.org and follow these steps:
•
•
•
•

First click on ‘How can we help you’
then click on ‘Members Offers’
then click on ‘Travel’
then click on the fifth option down ‘Health Insurance Group (PPP healthcare UK based
members)’
It takes about 10 days for your membership number to come through after which you can
telephone 0800 389 7724 and ask for travel insurance. It may cost more for the spouse/partner to
be part of the membership.
You will not be asked about your medical history but they will need to know that:
o You are not travelling against your doctor’s advice
o You do not have a terminal diagnosis
o You are not having on-going treatment (not a normal review)
o You have not very recently left hospital. If so they need the doctor to say you are fit to
travel.

6.

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

Portsmouth Historic dockyard are running an events in Winter and Spring please see detail
below.
Sea Shanties – 29th March 2019. Enjoy a unique dining experience,
eating at sailors’ mess tables, surrounded by all the fixtures and fittings
of Warrior’s massive gun deck. However, you certainly won’t be napping
in the hammocks as an evening of singing and entertainment will have
you ‘reeling around the wheels’. Book tickets today at
www.historicdockyard.co.uk/events

7.

Guess Where? An Establishment

This month can you name this former
establishment, which was a training
Establishment from 1947 until
December 1992. Agreed it is very
difficult however, I‘ll bet one of our
sharp eyed Shipmates will recognise
it! Remember no hovering or looking
on Google or Wiki!!..... Good Luck
this is very difficult …
The answer will be in next month’s
edition. And so, the answer to the
December Guess the
Establishment’...........… It is The
Wardroom in RM Barracks Eastney.

8.

Joke Painting the Church (Apologies before you read it!)

There was a Scottish painter named Smokey MacGregor who was very interested in making a
wee pound or two where he could, so he often thinned down his paint to make it go a wee bit
further.
As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but eventually the local Kirk decided to do a
big restoration job on the outside of one of their biggest buildings.
Smokey put in a bid and, because his price was so low, he got the job. So he set about erecting
the scaffolding and setting up the planks, and buying the paint and yes, I am sorry to say,
thinning it down with turpentine.........
Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly completed, when suddenly
there was a horrendous clap of thunder, the sky opened and the rain poured down washing the
thinned paint from all over the church and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold to land on the
lawn among the gravestones, surrounded by tell-tale puddles of the thinned and useless paint.
Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he got down on his
knees and cried:
"Oh God, Oh God, forgive me; what should I do?"
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke. (you're going to love this)
"Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!"

9.

Making Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA )

The National Welfare Advisor, Shipmate Rita Lock MBE, has also forwarded some excellent
guidance concerning Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney. S/M Rita states that any and every
question you may have regarding this information can readily be answered through the above
information. I do hope you find it useful.

•

Making a will - is vital if you want to be sure your wishes are met after you die.

That is the only way you can be sure that your money/property/possessions and investments
(known as your estate) will go to the people and causes that you care about. If you and your
partner are not married or in a civil partnership then your partner will have no right to inherit on
your death.
You can find very comprehensive help and advice on the Age UK site or by calling 0800
055 6112 0800 –1900 every day of the year. They will send out the appropriate leaflets and
also advice you on the documents relating to your will that you need to keep together.
The Royal British Legion also offer free will making service just go to
freewills@bririshlegion.org.uk or call 0203 053 7087 0203 207 2253 and they will inform you of
solicitors in your area who are ready to help.
•

Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) - An LPA is a way of giving someone you trust the legal
authority to make decisions on your behalf. There are two types of LPA

LPA for financial decisions
LPA for health and care decisions.
Finance
If the time comes in the future when you cannot make a particular decision and you haven't
created a valid LPA then the Court of Protection may need to become involved.
Health and Care
Without an LPA and you no longer have mental capacity the Court of Protection would make the
decisions on where you live, your health care, your contacts in fact all aspects of your living.
Both LPA’s can be a safeguard if you do not wish to make decisions on your way forward. It
does not necessarily mean you have lost mental capacity but are perhaps just not well enough to
consider anything relating to finance or care. Someone needs the authority to pay the bills or
deal with any household problems liaise with your GP.
You can download all the necessary forms to complete both LPA’s on line and then print them off
to be signed by going to www.gov.uk/power-of-attorney/make-lasting-power . The LPA’s need to
be registered with the Office of Public Guardian for which there is a charge. This can vary
according to any benefits you may be claiming. This information applies to England and
Wales for Northern Ireland and Scotland go to appropriate site.
If in doubt then go to customerservices@publicguardian.gsi.gov.uk or call 0300 456 0300
charges may vary according to your supplier.

10.

Finance Corner

Dear Shipmates,
•

Branch Membership Forms

Last month I mentioned about new Shipmates that would like to join your
local Branch. There now exists a new joining form which the Branch
Secretary can now enter their own Branch Bank account details, instead
of using the form that shows HQ Members Bank Account. Please ensure
the correct form is used as it creates a considerably more work to try and
put right down the line.
These forms are now on our RNA Website under Branch Management Material – Branch
Recruitment Leaflet. For the less digitally empowered Shipmates, I have some forms in my office,
if you are interested please call me with postal details. 02392 723823.
•

Cover for Association/Branch Standards

You will be pleased to know that the RNA Trustees (NC) have decided to reduce the contribution
to the Branch Standards Fund from £8.00 to £5.00 per year. I will be producing invoices in March,
this will reflect in your Spring Termly Accounts.
•

Minor Grant Scheme

The Branch and Club Support Fund has been topped up with the start of the new Financial Year.
Clubs and Branches are invited to apply for a grant as per below:
up to £250.00 - Authorised by the General Secretary
£250- £500 - authorised by GS, National Honorary Treasurer and the National Chairman
Over £500 – approved by the RNA Trustees (National Council)

Yours Aye
Michelle
11.

Assistance Please – Shipmate Topsy Turner (RNA Edinburgh)

Please read below a letter received at Central Office received from Shipmate Topsy Turner of RNA
Edinburgh.
Dear Shipmates,
I am a member of RNA Edinburgh branch and also a member of HMS Eagle Association. I
served in her from 1964 to 1969 as a member of the ships company in the Air Ordnance section..
I have been trying to find an aerial photo of the ship taken from the port side (A3 size).

I have looked on the internet etc and although there are plenty available they unfortunately
subject to copyright so I am unable to make a copy. I would be very grateful if any shipmate could
help me out.
If you can assist please e-mail me at johnanthony33@gmail.com Many thanks for your time.
Cheers, Shipmate John (Topsy) Turner
12.

Charity Donations

Central Charities Fund
In memory of the late

RNA – Spennymoor

£75.00

RNA – Waterlooville

£150.00

Parish Council of St Cuthbert
Hartley Parish Council
Twyford Recreation Ground
Appledore Parish Council
Upchurch Parish Council
Hawkinge Town Council
The DCC St Mary’s Melton Mowbray
Fringford Parish Council
Blakeney Parish Council
Hibaldstow Parish Council

£248.57
£254.73
£52.61
£50.00
£65.63
£91.25
£120.58
£225.00
£37.13
£25.00

M Haste
John Walmsley
Richard Bull
David Ramsden
James Murdoch
J Woodward
K Raby
S Hindle
H Duncombe
C Tonks
Sally Jones
S Morriesey
Wendy Taylor
Amanda Gartshore

£57.60
£40.00
£50.00
£30.00
£58.00
£59.73
£55.00
£280.00
£160.00
£111.50
£85.83
£25.00
£45.00
£50.00

Just Giving
Hospital & Medical Care Assoc

£2.50
£20.50

Gerald Walter Colman
Ramon H Cady
CPO Ramon Halls

£100.00
£30.00
£60.00

Naval Service Memorial
K Ridley

£58.00

13.

National Council Dine-out former GS Paul Quinn OBE

The National Council met up for the final meeting of 2018 in December and whilst all in
Portsmouth dined out our former GS Paul Quinn and his lovely wife Liz in the Warrant Officers
and Senior Rates Mess HMS Nelson.
During the evening Liz was presented
with a beautiful bouquet of flowers by
National Chairman S/M Keith Ridley to
thank her for all she has had to put up
with over the last nine years! Then the
National President Shipmate Vice
Admiral John Mcanally reminded
everyone of Pauls’ many achievements
whilst serving as the General Secretary
highlighting the organisation behind
selection and ceremonial inauguration of
the Naval Service Memorial. Paul
responded by reminding all the National Council how important their role is as the RNA Trustee’s
and thanking NCMs for their commitment during his tenure.
To conclude S/M John completely managed to surprise Paul, (which is no mean feat and took a
considerable amount of undercover work by RNA Areas and Branches and Central Office staff,
notably Andy and Michelle!) by presenting him with £2000 worth of gift vouchers. This amount
was forwarded by Branches to Central Office after both the National Chairman and President
wrote to Areas and Branches asking for Shipmates to consider donating a small donation
towards a leaving gift for Paul.
Paul has written thank you letter which is at the rear of this Circular complete with a picture of
him, in retirement!) with his new Apple Macbook (Laptop)
14.

Joke Time - RNA Flu Avoidance

How to avoid Flu. You’ve got to……………………………..
Eat correctly - Make sure you get your daily dose of fruit and veggies.
Take your vitamins and bump up your vitamin C.
Get plenty of exercise because it builds your immune system.
Walk for at least an hour a day, go for a swim,
take the stairs instead of the lift, etc.
Wash your hands often. If you can't, keep a bottle of antibacterial stuff around.
Get lots of fresh air. Open doors & windows whenever possible.
Try to eliminate as much stress from your life as you can.
Important get plenty of rest…. Or…….

However, you could take the RNA doctor's recommended approach. Think about it...
When you go for a flu jab, what does the Nurse do first?
They clean your arm with alcohol... Why? Because Alcohol KILLS GERMS. So use the RNA
Model ............
Walk to the pub. (exercise); Put lemon your Vodka and Gin...(fruit);
Celery in your Bloody Mary (veggies) Drink outdoors on the patio..(fresh air)
Tell non PC jokes and laugh....(eliminate stress) Then pass out. (rest)
RNA policy is;
Keep your alcohol levels up, flu germs can't get you! And Remember:
'A shot in the glass is better than one in the ass Posterior!!’

15.

One of a Thousand good RNA Deeds a day – RNA Chatham and RNA Cardiff
This month features RNA Chatham branch who
deliver flowers to all the widows of our late
branch members each year. This simple act is
a lovely way of saying that they are not
forgotten by branch members and Shipmates
and also allows the branch to wish the Ladies
Festive Greetings. The photos show
Shipmates Pam Crawley and Rosemary Larter
with their beautiful bouquets.
BZ to RNA Chatham, who delivered 11
bouquets in total.

RNA Cardiff Hon Secretary, Shipmate Ransford Rogers is also very worthy of a mention in the
Thousand Good Deeds a Day Column. He contacted Semaphore Circular with details of what he
has been involved in.
For the last 3 years ago, I have been contacted by a number of civilians whose family - and/or
friends - served in the R.N. and who had ‘crossed the Bar’. Requests have mainly included the
provision of an ensign for the coffin of the deceased but have also included requests for an RNA
presence. I am proud to say that on each occasion I have been able to either expedite the
provision of an Ensign and/or pass on the request to another, closer, branch within the Area. On
one occasion we were able to send a contingent to attend a 90th birthday!
About a week ago I received a similar request from the nephew of an ex-matelot and today
attended the funeral of POMEM Thomas Lawrence who served from 1958-1967. I was
accompanied by 3 Standard Bearers, a bugler and another RNA shipmate. Three of these
travelled from Llanelli to Pontypridd to attend - a distance of well over 20 odd miles - All for
someone they'd never met or knew.

This to me is the very heart of what the RNA stands for - Once Navy -Always Navy! I am proud
to be part of that association
BZ to Ransford.
16.

Fundraising Guidance

Shipmates may wish to be made aware of guidance on Fundraising. To promote your Branch,
raise funds and attract new members there is nothing like getting out and about to be seen in
your local community! It is an occasion to wear your blazer and medals, in warmer weather a
Branch sweater or Polo shirt would be more appropriate.
Collections. Money collected in RNA pots (buckets/tins) MUST be spent as detailed on the
collecting pot that drew the donation from the giver. If you are in RNA rig with an RNA collection
pot, the public will assume their donation will go to the RNA. When asked, you should make it
clear that the money is spent to achieve the objects of the Association, especially that
beneficiaries MUST have served in our naval forces (see Page 40 of the RNA Year Book for
definition) or be a dependant.
If you choose to raise funds for any other Charity, perhaps the Air Ambulance or a Cancer
Charity you should make it clear at the point of donation where the money will go. It’s OK to have
RNA collecting for a non-naval charity, provided every donor is clear about where the money is
going.
Supermarkets. Most of the larger stores have a Community Champion to provide help and
guidance regarding what they offer; perhaps opportunity for you to hold a collection at a local
store, bag packing events as well as nominating you for their Charity token collection.
RNA Branded Material. Collection pots, labels and security seals can be obtained from Central
Office (there is a small fee). You may be required to wear badges identifying your members as
official collectors, these too can be provided by Central Office or created locally. You should seal
collection pots, count the contents on completion of the event and agree amount to be banked
with a witness.
Spread the word. Ensure that your Area fundraiser and PRO are aware of fundraising activity. A
gazebo with RNA banners and posters are available to borrow through your Area PRO. You must
obtain a license from your local Council to hold street collections. See guidance at this link
Comply with the rules. Please ensure you brief the members of your fundraising team so that
they are aware of rules and regulations especially around street collections and terms of licenses.
They may be asked to produce a copy of the letter of authority from the Council by the Police of
Council official. You must not shake collection tins!
Raffles. It is a generally accepted custom of the Association that Branches holding raffles should
restrict the sale of the tickets to their own area. The only exceptions to this are raffles held to help
finance national events (e.g. Annual Conference and Re-unions). See guidance from the
Gambling Commission here
Armed Forces Day events are organised either nationally or by your local Council. Make friends
with the local organiser and get your members involved. It is a good social occasion and is a
chance to recruit new members.
There is a lot of guidance online regarding fundraising, if you are unsure the following website is
a good starting place for clarification: Fundraising Regulator
17.

Hospital & Medical Care Association (HMCA)

The Royal Naval Association has negotiated with HMCA to offer discounted rates for medical
plans, dental plan, hospital cash plans, personal accident plan, travel plan, income protection and
vehicle breakdown products.

Were you paying too much for your present private medical plan? Why not take a look at the
HMCA plans and compare the benefits and subscriptions offered? You may transfer to HMCA at
any age and without a medical examination; there will be no break in protection and there is a 14
day money-back guarantee.
HMCA only offer medical plans to membership groups and can offer up to a 40% discount off the
underwriter’s standard rates. This is a comprehensive plan which provides generous cash
benefits for surgery and other charges
Who are HMCA? - HMCA has specialised in providing benefits and services to associations and
professional groups since the 1970s. HMCA is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority.
For further information and quotations contact HMCA by telephone on 01423 799949 or visit the
exclusive HMCA Royal Naval Association website here: https://www.hmca.co.uk/rna.
HMCA is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. All underwriters provide cover under the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS).

18.

Victory Walk – Cdr (Rtd) Jane Allen

Commander (Rtd) Jane Allen, the Victory Walker set off from HMS Victory on 21 October 2017,
to walk anticlockwise round the coast of mainland UK raising money for two naval charities, the
WRNS BT and RNRMC. Her last update saw her in northern Scotland where she’d clocked over
2,000 miles. Since then she has made steady progress and provides an insight to her continuing
journey on foot.
On Trafalgar Day 2018, exactly a year after I’d set out from Portsmouth, I found myself walking
out of Stranraer along the west side of Loch Ryan. I was on the long route (64 miles) starting to
head round the Mull of Galloway peninsula. That same day, 21st October was our wedding
anniversary (Editor’s note – how Jack is that getting married on Trafalgar Day!) and RNA
Skegness branch kindly proposed a rum toast to us. Meanwhile, we enjoyed ‘sippers’ of tea in
the Victory Van!
On reaching the Mull’s tip, Cumbria and the Isle of Man were both
clearly visible: after 6 months in Scotland I sensed the English border
was getting closer. I continued to canter through Dumfries and
Galloway with many views over the Solway Firth. Finally, after 2,183
miles of walking in Scotland, an adventure lasting over 6 months, I
walked over the border back into England on Remembrance
Saturday.
Crossing into Cumbria I was able to walk parts of Hadrian’s Wall and
it wasn’t long before I realised this was a county that had long
estuaries and offered poor footpath signage. En route I passed
places that had previously held links with the Royal Navy. Near
Cardurnock flats, sheep now gently graze on RNAS Anthorn’s (HMS
Nuthatch) runways and Drigg village recalls how nearby Holmrook Hall was once the place where
bomb disposal experts were trained at HMS Volcano.
like Faslane, reaching Barrow-in-Furness was another highpoint for me. Crew members from two
of the RN’s new ‘A’ class submarines – HMS Audacious and HMS Anson – together with BAE
employees, met me at the Crow’s Nest Gate. After a collection, we all made our way to
Michaelson bridge where it’s possible to see sheds where the remaining ‘A’ class and new
Dreadnought class submarines will be constructed. Barrow remains justifiably proud of its links
with the RN.

Moving towards Lancashire, Mark James of Millom &
District RNA Branch provided us with a huge amount of
advice, support, and an overnight stop. Although
running very late, on arriving at my RV in the dark, I was
met and presented with a Millom RNA plaque by Bill
Lace, Hon Treasurer, and others who had turned out. It
was a very thoughtful gesture which provided a good
end to a bad day of walking. Mark’s assistance
continued as we passed through Broughton-in-Furness
and on towards the resort coastline of Lancashire where
Ernest Tacey from Morecambe’s RNA also arranged an overnight stop. Moving on, I whistled
through Cleveleys, Blackpool, Lytham-St-Anne’s through to Southport where I’d a meeting
planned with some members of Manchester’s Association of Wrens branch.
Meanwhile, on the same day, across the country in Skegness, John Thwaites, Chair of Skegness
RNA, presented a £750 cheque to the Victory Walk coffers.
As I was unable to attend the luncheon, Commander Glynn
Johns, Chief of Staff to the Naval Regional Commander,
Eastern England, kindly accepted the donation on my behalf.
A huge thank you to all Skegness members who adopted the
Victory Walk in 2018 and worked so hard during the summer
raising funds at various holiday parks.
Despite the ongoing dreadful weather, I battled on into
Liverpool, a city overflowing with nautical history. The City is
famed for its old docks, the slave trade, a port of embarkation for migrants, the White Star
shipping line (later Cunard-White Star), a modern container port and of course strong Royal Navy
links. During World War II Liverpool became the Command Headquarters for the Battle of
Atlantic campaign, from where planning and operations were controlled. The Merchant Navy’s
input is remembered on the MN Memorial at the Pier Head, together with a statue of Captain
‘Johnnie’ Walker: he was one of the most decorated and successful support group commanders,
famed for his skill in detecting and destroying U-boats.
More storms blew and a nagging foot injury persisted as I pushed around the Wirral towards the
Anglo-Welsh border. Crossing the River Dee in torrential rain, I turned right and began walking
the North Wales coast path, before my foot injury forced me to pull off early for Christmas. I’ve
become used to accepting the unplanned and besides, with my ‘bootometer’ reading six miles
short of 3,900 miles, I don’t think I’ve any right be unhappy! Year 2018 has been full of good
moments and in particular I’d like to thank all the RNA branches who have supported me,
including Brentwood and Letchworth & Hitchin. I hope to be able to say thank you to many more
RNA branches in 2019 as I continue my walk to the finish line at HMS Victory, Portsmouth.
The Victory Walk is raising money for two Naval charities, WRNS BT and RNRMC. To donate go
to www.Virginmoneygiving.com/victorywalk17-18.
To find out more about Jane’s Victory Walk go to www.victorywalk.uk
Photos : Top - The Victory Walker happily returns to English soil.
Middle - Victory Walker with submarine crews at Crow's Nest Gate, Barrow.
Bottom - Cdr Glyn Johns RN, COS NRCEE accepting a cheque from John Thwaites, Chairman
Skegness RNA, on behalf of the Victory Walker.

RNA Longcast
2019
02 Feb
15 Feb
16 Feb
23 Feb
08 Mar
16 Mar
04 May
11 May
11/12 May
17 May
18 May
01 Jun
05 Jun
7-9 Jun
7 Jun
8 Jun
21Jun
29 Jun
26 Jul
03 Aug
03 Aug
16 Aug
17 Aug
30 Aug
07 Sep
08 Sep
21 Sep
11 Oct
02 Nov
15 Nov
16 Nov
23 Nov
07 Dec

Area 5 AGM & Quarterly - Harwich
FAC
AMC
Area 3 AGM Meeting - Eastbourne Fishermen’s Club, Eastbourne
National Council Meeting
Jutland Wood tree planting event – Langley Vale
Area 5 Quarterly - Norwich
Area 3 Meeting – Waterlooville
Londonderry Branch – Battle of the Atlantic Celebrations
Open Day
Area 4 Meeting - Bodmin
COLLINGWOOD Field Gun Day
D-Day 75th Anniversary commemorations - Portsmouth
Conference – Wyboston Lakes (Area 6)
National Council / AMC/ FAC / SOC Meetings
Main Conference Day – Gala Dinner.
Open Day
Armed Forces Day - Salisbury
Open Day
Area 3 Meeting - Portsmouth
Area 5 Quarterly - Rayleigh
FAC
AMC
Open Day
National Council Meeting
Biennial Parade - Whitehall
Area 4 Meeting - Weymouth
Open Day
Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich
FAC
AMC
Area 3 Meeting - Gosport
National Council Meeting

2020
29 Feb

Area 3 Meeting - Netley

D’ye hear there’.....
News from around the Areas and Branches......
This Month Featuring……..
RNA Lee on the Solent and Stubbington
RNA Tyne
RNA Plymouth
No 8 Area
RNA Bloxwich
RNA Brightlingsea
RNA Portsmouth
RNA Paddock Wood
RNA Glasgow
RNA St Neots
RNA Chard
RNA Rayleigh
RNA Falmouth
Ganges Association (Solent Division)
RNA Lee on the Solent and Stubbington Branch
RNA Lee on the Solent and Stubbington held their annual charity concert, sponsored by
Quirepace, at Holy Rood Church in Stubbington on Friday 14 December 2018.
This year’s concert was the 5th and as ever
couldn’t have happened without the
sensational HMS Collingwood Volunteer
Band who provide the music, which this year
for the first time was conducted by the bands
new Director of Music Mr Peter Cergris. The
Band played an eclectic selection of music
culminating in a frenzy of Christmas carols to
get the audience into the festive mood.
The audience of 130 people thoroughly
appreciated and enjoyed being entertained
so royally. This year’s concert raised over
£700 towards Naval Charities.
RNA Tyne Branch
On 10 November 2018 Shipmates from RNA Tyne took
part in a drumhead service of Remembrance with the
Branch Standard and wreaths were placed at the
Remembrance bench.
Over £3000 was raised for the Poppy Appeal. Branch
Standard Bearer, Ian Strong, who is also the Poppy
Appeal Coordinator is pictured with Shipmates in the
Metro Centre in Gateshead.

RNA Plymouth Branch
Paul Combellack travelled from Weymouth to pay
respect to great, great, great Grand-father
George Hinkley VC at the Memorial Service
recently held in Ford Park Cemetery.
Along with family they were delighted with the
attendance at the annual Royal Naval
Association promotion, well supported by
representatives of the Plymouth and District
Federation of ex-Service Associations.
Association Standards representing the RNA, HMS Ganges, Submariner’s, Merchant Seafarers,
Royal Fleet Auxiliary Associations, RAF Police, Royal Army Service Corps, RAF Association,
RBL Ivybridge and the Military Kids Choir greatly enhanced this special occasion.
The Service conducted by the RNA Branch
Chaplain Reverend Martin Kirkbride took
place in the Victorian Chapel followed by a
short service at the Grave where wreaths
were laid by descendant Paul, Branch and
Federation. A smile was brought to those at
the Grave when the family Dog Elmer sat
smartly to attention when the Last Post was
played.
On completion of Ceremony everyone retired
to the visitor Centre to enjoy refreshments and a splendid Buffet supplied by Viv Warne, her team
of dedicated volunteers at Ford Park and Andrew Smith, great, great Grandson.
Branch Annual Dinner and Dance –
One Hundred and Ninety members and friends including serving personnel from HMS Raleigh
gave a very warm welcome to Lord Mayor Cllr. Sam Davey, Mrs. Phillipa Davey, Rear Admiral
Ric Cheadle CB DL RN and Mrs. Sonja Cheadle at the Annual Dinner & Dance held in the
Warrant Officer & Senior Rates Mess, HMS Drake.
Branch Chairman Des McCarthy MBE in his welcome address conveyed members appreciation
to BWO and Mess President Warrant Officer Gordon Hannah in allowing the Branch to meet
regularly in the Mess, and expressed pleasure in having serving personnel from HMS Raleigh
and members of the Royal Marines Association in attendance.
Branch Chaplain Rev: Martin Kirkbride OCM proposed the toast to ‘Our Guests’ and Branch
Secretary Arthur Gutteridge BEM proposed the toast to ‘The City of Plymouth’. The Lord Mayor
responded that he was amongst Naval friends and
how important the relationship was between the City
and the Royal Navy.
An exceptional five course silver service Dinner,
dancing to ‘Fair Lite’ and the hospitality of the Mess
made for a most memorable evening.
Photograph: L to R. Chairman Des McCarthy MBE,
Rear Adml: Ric Cheadle CB DL, Mrs Sonja Cheadle,
Lord Mayor, Mrs. Phillipa Davey, Mrs. Ann McCarthy,
Mess President WO1 G.Hannah and Mrs Clare
Hannah.

Branch visits HMS Dorsetshire WW2 Veteran Branch Secretary Arthur Gutteridge had been notified of a WW2 ex-matelot, who had served on
the heavy Cruiser HMS Dorsetshire and the A-class Destroyer HMS Anthony who had expressed
the wish to meet more youthful ex-serving for a chat. (Are you sure Senator Gutteridge is
youthfull??) Ceremonial Officer Graham and Arthur confident they met the criteria, armed
themselves with the latest edition of the Branch booklet, the most recent monthly reports,
downloaded pictures relating to both Ships, then duly proceeded to the notified address.
Shipmate Syd Normington opened his door with the warmest of smiles, a strong handshake and
characteristics that belied his age. Syd a very youthful 95 years of age, bright as a button, Laptop
within striking distance, gave every indication that the next couple of hours would be a very
enlightening experience. Discreet about his age when he joined as a boy and underwent training
in the Isle of Man. Joining HMS Dorsetshire on the Tyne after she had finished off the pride of
Nazi Germany’s Kriegsmarine ‘Bismarck’, he went to Scapa Flow prior to assignment to the
Eastern Fleet in the Indian Ocean.
On 5th April 1942 Dorsetshire and Cornwall were
spotted by Japanese reconnaissance aircraft and were
attacked by fifty-three dive bombers 200 miles south
west of Ceylon. In the span of eight minutes
Dorsetshire was hit, ammunition magazine exploded
and she sank within ten minutes.
Syd was in the water for 30 hours surrounded by
Sharks and less fortunate shipmates.
Rescued by HMS Paladin, a couple of weeks later Syd
was aboard HMS Anthony, later involved with D-Day
and escort to Battleship KG V with Winston Churchill on board when he went to meet Stalin and
Roosevelt. Syd was surprised that Anthony never shook herself apart with vibration as it
struggled to steam at the same speed as KG V on ‘full chat’.
To enhance the visit Arthur downloaded pictures of shipmates who were on board both
Dorsetshire and Anthony during the same period as Syd. A remarkable couple of hours talking to
a shipmate who survived one of the major incidents in WW2. Most pleasing our Branch will
maintain a link and keep him in the picture, hopefully with a little persuasion entice him to a future
meeting.
Finally …….A Gentle Reminder from Social Sec Sue ……………..Only 10 Months till Trafalgar
Dinner….
Plymouth Branch are holding their 12th Biennial Trafalgar Weekend 2019 at the ‘The Livermead
House Hotel’, Torquay on the weekend 11th to 13th
October 2019. The branch would like to invite
shipmates to join them.
“An exceptional weekend, fine cuisine at an
outstanding venue”
Bed, Breakfast, Evening Meal with a formal Saturday
Night. 3 nights £190, 2 nights £130, I night £65.
Deposit £20 (non- returnable). Balance August 2019.
Details from: Sue Gutteridge (Social Sec)
suzanne5571@virginmedia.com or T. (01752)
849176

No 8 Area
NCM 8 Area Shipmate Peter Godwin forwarded the information below concerning the 70th
Anniversary/ Commemoration of ‘The Yangtze Incident’.
2019 marks the 70th Anniversary of ‘The Yangtse
Incident and we in No.8 Area have been approached
to organise a commemoration at the National
Memorial Arboretum. This has been approved at the
last Area meeting where a date was agreed with the
NMA for Sunday 28 July 2019. This being the
nearest weekend to the successful ‘break out’ by
HMS Amethyst.
For those who are not aware there is a memorial to
the ships & men involved at the NMA. To get an idea
of numbers likely to attend can you please email
Shipmate Peter Godwin at ncm8rna@outlook.com and we can gauge the level of interest and
numbers to be catered for. The basic plan is to have a short service at the memorial around
11am followed by refreshments (lunch?) in one of the function rooms of the NMA. (Picture
courtesy of The Naval Museum)
RNA Bloxwich Branch
RNA Bloxwich branch has raised money regularly
throughout the year for their 2018 chosen charity,
Walsall Sea Cadets. They
have managed to raise £650
and the cheque was
presented to them by the
branch President S/M Bill
Platt and Honorary Secretary
S/M Alan Bown.
Additionally, the branch presented an engraved replica naval officer's
sword on a wooden plinth to the Walsall Sea Cadet Unit. This will be
called the Endeavour Sword and will be presented annually to the
cadet that has done most to promote the Walsall Sea Cadet Unit and
the Sea Cadets Corps as a whole. The Photos show –(Above) S/M Alan
Bown and S/M Bill Platt pass the £650 donation over to the Walsall Sea
Cadet Unit. (Below) S/M Bill Platt presenting the Endeavour Sword

The branch also took time to get out of the cold during their recent visit to Southport...and it also
gave them an excuse to have a tot together (as if an excuse was necessary). The branch visited
local shops and attractions during their 5 day visit and entertained many of the guests with dits
and laughs - but alas we didn't manage to recruit any new members even though we met many
who had / have family who served in the Royal Navy.
RNA Brightlingsea Branch
Shipmate George Stevens, a founder member of our RNA Brightlingsea branch was in for a
shock! When, entered the Royal British Legion at Brightlingsea on the night of 23rd November

2018, it was rather busier than usual. He had arrived, as the RBL’s Branch President, for a
committee meeting.
Instead, he was awarded the Royal British Legion’s
Gold badge by Major David Swann from the
Membership Council, to thunderous applause from the
waiting audience.
RBL Branch Chairman “Spud” Murphy explained why.
George has been a Brightlingsea resident for all but 2
years of his life, which he spent away on National
Service in the Royal Artillery. A ship’s plater and later a
maker of yacht fittings, he spent 34 years as a
volunteer in the Red Cross and 17 years as a volunteer
in the Ambulance Service. For the last 58 years he has
been an active and committed member of the RBL at Brightlingsea: Standard Bearer for 25
years, case worker for 13 years, Chairman for 21 years and now President. In 2005 he received
the Pride of Tendring Award for services to the local community and, as a Poppy Appeal
collector, he has raised £10,000 in the last 5 years alone.
George Stevens, 84, is still absolutely tireless, unselfish in his dedication and an inspiration to all
who know him. For many of us he IS the Royal British Legion here. We are immensely proud of
him.
RNA Portsmouth Branch
On Saturday 15th December, a very wet day. The
Portsmouth branch held it's annual Christmas Lunch,
attended by 33 members, three of whom were from the
Isle of Wight branch.
The guest of honour was the new General Secretary of
the RNA, Bill Oliphant, he was accompanied by

Michelle Bainbridge,
RNA Financial controller. The branch Vice-chairman s/m Bob
Jones and his wife acted as hosts.
As usual it was a very good meal, provided by Fiona and team
from our caterers the Duke of Buckingham.

RNA Paddock Wood Branch
On the 100th Anniversary of Armistice, the iconic grounds
of Hever Castle played host to the Commando Series
fourth annual obstacle endurance course. Paddock
Wood Shipmate Dan Baines took part in the event over
a wet and windy Remembrance Weekend (10th & 11th
November). The weather didn’t dampen the spirits of
over 2,000 competitors, including Dan, who turned up to
participate for the most momentous and poignant event
to date.

Following a competition ahead of the event weekend, two competitor-designed obstacles added
to the endurance course. The creative winning designs paid tribute to real Royal Marines
Commando operations in WWI and WWII , with “The Mole”, designed by RNA Paddock Wood
Branch member Dan Baines and “D-Day Landings,” designed by Lloyd Cooper.
Dan Baines’ “The Mole” commemorated the 1918 Zeebrugge Raid which saw 176 Royal Marines
Commandos lose their lives. The obstacle was also inspired by the Tarzan assault course at
Commando Training Centre in Lympstone, The Mole tested
balance, nerve, team work and dexterity as competitors
balanced on a gangway before scaling a cargo net to reach
the top of The Mole and neutralising an enemy position.
Dan was awarded the commemorative Commando Dagger
before heading out and completing the 15km course
covering 48 obstacles and carrying 21lbs of kit.
The event is set to return to Hever Castle on the 9th and 10th
November 2019 for another Remembrance Weekend event.

RNA Glasgow Branch
On the 26th January 2019 City of Glasgow RNA S/m's
Brian MacKenzie (Standard Bearer) and Kenn
McKinnon attended the commemoration service for the
K13 Submarine lost with all hands in the Gareloch
while undergoing trials in 1917.
The service was held at the memorial in Elder Park,
Govan. Rear Admiral Paul Halton OBE Commander
Operations laid a wreath on behalf of the submarine
service. Also in attendance were Commodore Ames
Perks Deputy Rear Admiral Submarines and
Commodore Bob Anstry Deputy FOSNI. The service
was conducted by The Reverend Paul Jupp, honorary chaplain to the Submarine Association.
Shipmate Anne Cox was invited to
join HRH Prince Charles for
afternoon tea at Spencer House to
celebrate his 70th birthday.
Anne won the Sun Newspaper
competition to attend this
event. S/m Anne McKinnon
accompanied her and they both
enjoyed meeting him.
The two Anne's also celebrated 50 years of friendship and put up
a splice main brace at our recent branch meeting. They both
joined the RNR at same time.
Photos – above right - Anne Cox and Anne McKinnon -above left- All the winners with S/m Anne
4 rows back centre

RNA St Neots Branch
The St Neots S/Ms held their annual good
causes award ceremony on December 10th .
The photo opposite shows recipients and S/Ms
who sponsored them after the cheques had
been issued.
On completion of the ‘awards’ and the
designated drivers had been sorted out S/M
Maureen Ridley served up some hot mulled
wine and Christmas pies. {Just the thing on a
cold evening!}

On Wednesday 14th November Shipmate Jayne Miller from St Neots & District Branch attended
Prince Charles’s 70th Birthday Party. Seventy septuagenarians and their partners attended the
event, which was arranged by The Sun newspaper, in Spencer House, Central London.
Jayne was nominated by her sister, Ann Walsh
because she also turns 70 this year and is involved
with many charities in and around St Neots. She
regularly helps the St Neots Branch to raise funds for
local good causes throughout the year, volunteers in
the Age UK and Dogs’ Trust charity shops and delivers
library books to housebound people. In 2017, Jayne
did a parachute jump and raised £550 for the Magpas
Air Ambulance.
When Jayne met Prince Charles, he told her that he
had been given a boxset of the TV comedy classic
Last of the Summer Wine as a present. He said: “My
grandmother introduced me to it. It’s fantastic. Comedy
is not as funny as it used to be.” Jayne laughed and
told him: “Too PC now Sir!” {Jayne is on the extreme
right second row}
RNA Chard Branch
Thirty members of the branch held their Christmas 2018 dinner in the Hornsbury Mill last evening.
Members enjoyed the hilarity of 'Elfie' (Shipmate Dave Asprey) the escort of the resident Blonde
shipmate of the branch Shipmate Karen Ward.
Every member was lucky enough to win on the raffle
which was well run by S/m's Helen Day, Sherylin
James, Rosemary Parker and Ella.
Thanks for the evening were voiced to both S/m Helen
Day and husband S/m Malcolm Day for organising the
event. Thanks also went out to the staff of the Mill for
the prompt service by all members.

This rounds off the very busy social calendar of year for the branch members of whom are
looking forward to next year’s events starting off in January with the AGM on 10th. (The photo
shows Shipmates Karen Ward and ‘Elfie’ David Asprey)
HMS Rayleigh Branch
Rayleigh Branch members formed the honour guard at
the Beacon lighting service in Bellingham Lane on the
evening of 11 November as part of the town’s Battle’s
Over commemoration. Towns and cities across the
country honoured the sacrifices made on the 100th
Anniversary of the Armistice which ended WW1.
Following national beacon lighting the Holy Trinity
church bells rang out in unison with churches and
cathedrals across the country as part of the nationally
coordinated event.
Followed on Monday 12 November when the branch
hosted its annual Service at the RN & RNA Memorial in
Rettendon. A short ceremony was led by Rev. David
Oxtoby and wreath laying by S/M Jim Hammond on
The event continues to build each year, as branch
members continue to honour the immortal memory of
those who have died in the service of their country. This
year we were also joined Michael Westhead, the Standard
Bearer from the Prince of Wales Sea Training School
Society.
Run Ashore to RNA Dagenham annual Mess Dinner. The run ashore to support RNA Dagenham’s annual Mess Dinner was put together and
organised by S/M Mike Sandbrook who due to a
family holiday in Crete, was sadly unable to join us.
However, the ‘away team’ of S/M’s Gary Daisley,
Jim & Pat Hammond, Terry & Eileen Barker and Bill
Vernon pulled out the stops and proudly flew the
flag for Rayleigh.
The Rt Hon. Jon Cruddas MP was the guest of
honour for the evening and very kindly donated two
bottles of Lamb’s Navy Rum. Neither bottle
survived the evening and both were consumed
within minutes of opening (it would have been rude
not to really!)
We would like to thank everyone at RNA Dagenham for making us feel most welcome and we
are truly sorry about the number of raffle prizes that were taken back with us to Rayleigh, but you
know what they say? That’s life in a blue suit!

RNA Falmouth Branch
On Tuesday 22 January the Falmouth Branch held its AGM
followed by the January Branch Meeting. There were twentyfive Shipmates in attendance. The meeting opened with a
statement from Branch President, Commodore (rtd) Tony Hogg
AFC, Tony stated his pride and commitment to the Branch and
praised its work within the community.
Shipmate Chairman Mick Stevens in his report commented on
how most organisations were struggling to maintain numbers in
the face of rising costs but that the Branch membership
remained at a healthy fifty. In the elections that followed
Shipmate Mick Stevens was elected for a further two year term
with Shipmates Brian Toney MBE, Sue Toney, and Valerie
Hewson being elected onto the committee.
The AGM finished with the Chairmans’ Annual Shipmate of the Year award, an engraved, rum
filled, hip flask. Pictured is Chairman Mick Stevens (left) presenting the award to Shipmate Wilf
Smith."
Falmouth Sea Sunday Parade Sunday 21 July 2019
Falmouth Branch of the Royal Naval Association
would like to invite you to join them for the annual
Sea Sunday parade, church service and reception
on Sunday 21 July 2019.
The branch very much hopes you will be able to
attend.
Please inform Falmouth Secretary of if you will be
attending by 30 June 2019 at:
Mrs Carol Wright Hon Secretary Falmouth RNA
17 Bohelland Rise
Penryn
Cornwall
TR10 8DS
secretaryfalmouthrna@outlook.com

HMS Ganges Association Solent Division
Shipmate Bob Campbell, Secretary of Solent Division HMS Ganges Association has written to
the Semaphore Circular requesting that Solent Division Annual Church Service due to held on
Sunday 12 May 2019 in St Georges Church Portsmouth be advertised as widely as possible.
Please see below

Hi All, In the first instance may I sincerely thank all those of you, who attended this years’ service
in May. With over eighty, including ten standards, by far the best turn out for many years now and
from my point of view a very pleasing result.

I did make a few changes to our normal routine which may have effected the attendance, so
naturally those changes will remain the norm in the future.
Inviting the families of past C.T.B’s for me was the most rewarding, not to say the most surprising
as well. So, if possible, it would be nice to see you all again in 2019 and if you missed out this
year you are cordially invited to attend the 2019 service. The criteria being that a past serving or
veteran, who has “Crossed the Bar” may have their name read out in the exhortation of the
service, providing that a family member or next of kin is present at the service and provided that
their service details have been passed on to me beforehand.
The service has now been opened to all royal naval personal both serving and veterans and their
families.
It has taken a while to set a date for the 2019 service because of changes implemented at St.
George’s
Church since our
last service in
May 2018.
The Church
Wardens, that I had
been dealing
with since the
Reverend
Belinda Davis
departed, have
left and the church
has now been
declared a “Shared
Church”.
The Portsmouth
Harbour Church
group appear to be
in overall command and have commandeered every Sunday for their own church service from
1100. However, with the help of the new Church Warden Sarah (Whose husband and father are
ex R.N.) and in agreement with the Portsmouth Harbour group, I have managed to procure the
use of the church for our 2019 service at 1300 on Sunday the 12 th. May 2019.
It is further hoped that we will have access to the church by 1245 at the latest which should give
us enough time to prepare for our service (In the main a quick rehearsal for the standard
Bearers).
I had considered trying to change the venue for our service but St. George’s Church, known
locally as the “Shipwrights Church” has a very special link with all R.N. Personal!
I can only hope that the fact the next service will have to be delayed by one hour does not cause
to many of you problems!
Not quite sure of the venue for the after service gathering yet, which was held at the G.I’s Mess
at HMS Excellent last year but may have to be elsewhere in 2019.
However I feel fairly certain that “up spirits” will be made available again, well its traditional, in the
Solent Division!
if you have any comments, questions, idea’s or requests please get back to me as I am always
open to any improvements. My contact details – gangesbob@hotmail.co.uk or telephone (023)
8073 4915. Email is preferred as I have defective hearing although I am able to manage most
telephone calls fairly well.
I would be grateful if you would reply (positive or negative) by return and look forward to seeing
you all on the day. I would also welcome any suggestions, requests, or comments and will do my
best to implement them into the proceedings for 2019.
Yours Aye, Bob Campbell (Secretary Solent Division HMSGA)

CROSSED THE BAR – Celebrating a life well lived
David Boobyer
Robert (Bob) William George Eke
Robert Wade
Edward (Ted) Albert Keeper
Alan Bown

David Boobyer - Paddock Wood Branch
David Boobyer was born on 20th December 1928 and crossed the bar on the 19th January 2019
He joined the Royal Navy in January 1947 and completed his basic training at HMS Raleigh. He
was then drafted to HMS Anson for a course in seamanship followed by further courses at Whale
Island and HMS Vernon. Following successful completion of training he joined HMS Recruit
attached to the 2nd Minesweeping Flotilla in the Mediterranean. From there he went to HMS
Lofoten and took part in the evacuation of Haifa. Dave was then drafted to HMS Fourth and
returned to the UK in October 1950. He then joined HMS Broadsword, part of the 6th Destroyer
Squadron, where he completed his RN service.
After a return to civilian life in February 1954 Dave became a staunch supporter of RNA Paddock
Wood from the start in 1990 and was always first up on the floor tripping the light fandango with
his wife Joyce, at social gatherings. Calm seas and safe harbour Dave.
Bob Eke – Tyne Branch
Shipmate Bob Eke crossed the bar on 13
November 2018. Born in November 1921 his
Bob’s funeral was held in Newcastle on 30
November 2018 and was well-attended by
family and friends including shipmates from
RNA Tyne who provided a guard of honour.
S/M Bob was a very well-liked member of the
Tyne Branch of the Royal Naval Association for
many years and the following recollections are
taken from one of our Shipmates at Tyne.
Bob was very well respected, not just because
of his war record but because he was a nice,
modest man who would sit and chat about his
country life in Norfolk and any mention of Arctic
or Malta convoy work he would almost dismiss
with: ‘I was just there doing my job’.
In the Arctic convoy work where the Royal Navy
was escorting convoys of merchant ships taking armaments to northern Russian ports, Bob
would tell of the bitter cold, the top-heavy ice-covered decks and the constant worry of meeting
German warships, especially the roaming German battleship Tirpitz, but he said he was lucky
and didn’t come to any harm.

In the case of the supply convoy which fought through from Gibraltar to Malta in August 1942
when Malta was under siege from German attack, (Operation Pedestal is well documented) Bob
felt more involved. His ship, HMS Penn, a destroyer, was involved in the rescue of scores of
sailors from the crippled merchant ship, Empire Hope, which later the Penn had to sink because
it was a dangerous navigational hazard. HMS Penn also took part in the ushering into Grand
Harbour, Malta, of the badly damaged merchant ship Ohio, which was carrying the most
important cargo, fuel. As an indication of how hazardous this journey was, of the fourteen
merchant ships which left Gibraltar only five got through to Malta and many lives, warships and
aircraft, British, German and Italian were lost. Bob’s ship was badly damaged.
At the end of WW2 an ex-German soldier, Heinz, was being repatriated from the USA to
Germany. For this journey England was used as a staging post where he and Bob met and
became lifelong pals. Going ‘ashore’ together they met two young ladies, fell in love with them
and married, and settled down happily in the North East. In their retirement Bob and Heinz
teamed up and toured local schools telling the children about WW2 from both sides.
Our shipmate last saw Bob at the Marie Curie Hospice in Newcastle upon Tyne. He reported, as
follows:
“Although ill, Bob was cheerful and chatty. He was his usual self, grateful for his happy life,
grateful for how he was being cared for. He was excited because that evening a friend was taking
him to a concert given by the Central Band of the RAF at The Sage in Gateshead. In preparation
for this, Bob already proudly had at hand his RNA tie and blazer complete with his most
impressive row of medals including the Russian Ushakov Medal which in recent years has been
presented by the Russian Embassy to veterans of the Arctic convoys. At the concert he was
recognised and given a very well-deserved ovation.
Bob was a very much a family man. When he saw me to the door as I left the hospice his almost
last words to me were, ‘I do miss my wife’.” Rest in Peace, Bob.
Robert Wade – Spalding Branch
S/M Robert Wade was born on 11th November 1920 and crossed the bar the bar recently.
He joined the Royal Marines and rose to the rank of Sergeant PTI,
seeing active service during WW2.
Robert stayed very active throughout his life and even up to the
week before crossing the bar, would often be seen walking around
Spalding town centre.
He was a very popular veteran, who will be sadly missed by all his
Branch friends and everyone who knew him.
The photograph of S/M Robert, above, was taken at this year’s
Remembrance Service in Spalding, which coincidently was
Roberts 98th Birthday.

Ted Keeper – Tewkesbury Branch
S/M Ted Keeper slipped his berth peacefully at 0700 Wednesday 16th January 1984 at the Royal
Gloucestershire hospital. Ted had been visited by his family.
Ted’s served in the Royal Navy in the Fleet Air Arm and served from 1952 until 1964, leaving in
the rank of L/Air(O) after which joined Police Force.
Ted served in HMS Goldcrest (RNAS Brawdy) 10/3/53- 10/8/55, HMNS Seahawk (RNAS
Culdrose) -815 squadron, HMS Ark Royal 815 squadron – 28/3/57- 28/7/58 and HMS
Hermes.20/11/59 - 17/1/62
Ted was Vice President of the Tewkesbury RNA; Also, Vice President of the Tewkesbury sea
cadet’s TS Otter. His funeral service will take place at Tewksbury Abbey at 1300 on 14 February
and will be officiated by Cannon Roger Grey who is the Tewksbury Branch Padre.
Alan Bown – Bloxwich Branch
Shipmate Alan Bown crossed the bar aged 74 recently.
Albeit an Associate Member for only a few
years, Alan gave his all to his branch, not
only becoming the Honorary Secretary but
also going out to numerous events in the
surrounding area to represent the Royal
Naval Association and the Bloxwich
Branch. He has formed many liaisons
during his tenure and was well received
and well respected by all of those who met
him. His sudden demise whilst taking a
nap has come as a great shock to us all
and he most certainly will be missed, not only by his wife Gladys and the family, not only by his
shipmates in Bloxwich, but also across the whole borough of Walsall. The photo shows Alan, on
the right, representing the branch.

RNA Members Benefits
UK Holiday Group /CONA Holiday Service
• Variety of special deals for both Groups and Individuals. 1% of turnover thorough CONA
Holiday Service is returned to the RNA. http://www.royal-navalassociation.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
Coleman/Ansvar Insurance
• Discounted Branch and House hold Insurance - 01323 744149
http://bit.ly/RNACona
Funeral Service
• Significant discount form Co-op Funeral Service – contact Central Office.
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

•

RNA member entry just £10 plus four guest at £10 each provides access to the all
attractions including the Submarine Museum, RM Museum and Explosion!.

Legal Services
Free 30 minute legal advice with Coffin Mew.
armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk 0800 827168

Breakdown Service
•
RAC Breakdown and recovery service
asec@arno.org.uk or 0207 4025231

Organisers of Reunions should be aware the CONA
Travel will match or better any other ‘like for like’
Reunion/Group Trips bookings so why not give them an
opportunity to impress you. 0844 264 2122
conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk

•

Discounts on a large range of new Cars www.motorfinity.uk/rna

Shortcast
Note from the CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) Secretary I would be very grateful if organisers of reunions would oblige me by obtaining a quote
from the CONA Travel Service, who will not be beaten on like for like price. CONA Travel
Service donate 1% of their CONA business back into the Conference totalling to date
£2,400 which provides funds to assist members Associations. Oh and by the way their
service is first class as well.

HMS Loch Fada F390
HMS Loch Fada Association F390 will hold their 22nd
Reunion & AGM at the Cedar Court Hotel, Huddersfield from
11 to 15 April 2019. This will be our 3rd 4 day reunion after
the great successes of our 1st two.
Friday Coach outing to ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ country
Saturday 1030 AGM & 1830 Reunion Dinner Sunday Coach outing to York
Bookings & Arrangements are being made through IofW Tours; email iowtours.com Tel 01983
405116 or F390.sec11@virginmedia.com or F390 Sec, 91 Ayling Lane, Aldershot, Hants GU11
3ND
Fri 15th Feb
2019

H.M.S. Penelope Association.
Contact IOW Tours 01983 405116

Tiffany’s Hotel
Blackpool

Reunion of HMS Submarines Walrus and Orpheus
Sat 02 Mar 2019 commencing at 1700. Contact Rob Hillman
rob.from.ash@ntlworld.com or Walrus Fb page.

Nelsons Bar Gosport

Fri 08/ Sun 10
Mar 2019

Prince of Wales
Southport

Royal Naval Communications Association, ReUnion w/end, A.G.M. and Dinner Dance,
Friday 8th to Sunday 10th March 2019, venue The
Prince of Wales, Southport. For more information
see our website www.rnca.org or contact the Sec.
Carl Beeson, 07807 347509, secretary@rnca.info

Sun 07 Apr 2019 Royal Naval Auxiliary Service

The Last Anchor
Ipswich Suffolk

Fri 12th Apr
2019

HMS Newfoundland, Kenya, Ceylon and Gambia
veterans.

Queens Hotel
Blackpool.

Fri 12th Apr
2019

Loch Class Frigates Association

Tillington Hall Hotel
Stafford

Fri 12th Apr
2019

H.M.S. Decoy Association

Eastbourne

Fri 12th Apr
2019

H.M.S. Ganges Association

Gunton Hall near
Lowestoft

Sat 13 Apr 2019

2nd Midlands Diesel Boat Reunion at Leicester
Senior Service Club on Saturday the 13th April
2019. 1900 to 2300. It's a great venue and great
time was had by all last year. The Club is only 2
miles from the centre of Leicester. Lots of
accommodation available in the Hotel Campanile
which is recommended. It is the closest and
cheapest. All are a short taxi ride to the club. The
club may provide a small buffet like last year. The
club will still open for its own members.

Leicester Senior
Service Club

There will also be a DTS at 1200 in The Corn
Exchange, Market place. LE1 5GG on the
Saturday lunch time. Please contact Ralph at;
ralph23457@gmail.com mobile: 07426 246823

Fri 26th Apr
2019

Royal Navy Safety Equipment & Survival
Association

Fri 10th May
2019

H.M.S. Tenby Association

Hotel Collingwood,
Bournemouth

10-13 May 2019

Bulwark, Albion and Centaur (BAC) Reunion
weekend. Contact michael.noona1@ntlworld,com

Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea

Fri 17th May
2019

Federation of Naval Associations (FNA)

Suncliff Hotel,
Bournemouth

Fri 7th Jun 2019

Fleet Air Arm Buccaneer Association

Royal Court Hotel
Coventry

Sat 7th Sep
2019

847 NAS HMS SIMBANG 69 - 71 Association
cliff.jones1948@gmail.com

Aztec Hotel Bristol

Fri 20/23 Sep
2019

HMS Ulster Reunion in Torquay. Details can be
TLH Toorak Hotel,
found at Torquay
https://www.candoo.com/ulsternorrie/reunions.html.

Fri 04 Oct 2019

HMS Lowestoft Association

Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea

Fri 04 Oct 2019

HMS Troubridge (Final Commission 66/69)

Adelphi Liverpool

Fri 25/Mon 28th
Oct 2019

The Survey Ships Association will be holding
its twenty fifth reunion at the Mecure Chester
North, Woodhey House Hotel Cheshire. From
the W/E Friday 25th October – Monday 28th
October 2019.
For information on membership and reunion
please send a SAE to:
The Secretary SSA 16 Quay Ostend Cliff Park
Great Yarmouth Norfolk NR31 6TP.

Mercure Chester North

Aztec Hotel Bristol

gordon.parkes7@btinternet.com

E mail: secretary@surveyships.org.uk Phone
number 07974156996
Sat 09 Nov 2019 Fisgard Association AGM and Lunch

Portsmouth, RMC

Sun 1st Dec
2019

Trip to South America

H.M.S. Ajax & River Plate Veterans
malcolm.collis@gmail.com

Swinging the Lamp – February 2019
The RNA is grateful to the History Press for allowing us to publish a small
selection from the RN Day by Day. If you would like to read more it can be
purchased from - The History Press and is priced £60
ISBN 978 0 7509 8266 5

Date

Year

Entry

1st

1943

2nd

1901

3rd

2009

4th

1695

5th

1902

Minelayer Welshman, the first and only ship of the name, torpedoed
and sunk by U-617, 45 miles E. of Tobruk (32.12N, 24.52E). Mine
deck flooded; ship capsized and sank within three minutes. One
hundred and fifty-two men lost.
Lt the Hon. Algernon Boyle, commanding the RN guard of honour
from Excellent at Windsor GWR station, awaiting the arrival of the
coffin of Queen Victoria, assisted by Sub-Lt Percy Noble, took
charge of the gun carriage from the Royal Horse Artillery when their
horses became restive. The sailors grounded arms and, using ‘
some of the trappings from the horses, the communication cord
from the Royal Train and sundry bits of rope’ (letter from Admiral
Sir Percy Noble to Admiral Earl Mountbatten in 1960), towed the
gun carriage to St George’s Chapel. Thus traditions are
established. At King Edward VII’s funeral in 1910 the gun carriage
was drawn by 150 seamen from Excellent. King George V
presented the gun carriage to Excellent
on 6 June 1910.
Trident submarine Vanguard and French SSBN Le Triomphant, ‘
while on separate routine patrols’, collided under the Atlantic. No
casualties. Boats returned to their respective bases at Faslane and
Brest.
Dartmouth taken by two French ships in the English Channel after
six hours, during which her Captain was killed.
First dive by RN’s first submarine.

6th

1947

Sloop Wellington became HQ ship of the Honourable Company of
Master Mariners.

7th

1995

Conspicuous Gallantry Cross (CGC) instituted by Royal Warrant to
remove distinctions of rank in awards for bravery. Replaces DSO for
gallantry, the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal and the Distinguished
Conduct Medal.
British government requested naval assistance from Japan, leading
to deployment in April of two Japanese destroyer flotillas in the
Mediterranean.

8th

1916

9th

1950

10th

1943

11th

1779

12th

1942

13th

1970

Blue berets, as at present provided for wear by aircrew with working
dress . . . may in future be worn with working uniforms at sea.’ –
DCI(RN) 202/70.

14th

1945

15th

1953

16th

1888

17th

1912

18th

1940

RCN’s 29th Flotilla lost five boats in an explosion (heard in
England) in Ostend Harbour which destroyed twelve MTBs;
seventy-three killed.
Sloop Snipe landed a British magistrate accompanied by two
policemen and fifteen Royal Marines on Deception Island in
Antarctica to arrest and expel a party landed in January by
Argentine naval vessels and who ‘were becoming a nuisance’.
Opening of the Calliope Dry Dock at Auckland, then the largest dry
dock south of the Equator. Named after the frigate Calliope in which
Capt Owen Stanley had surveyed Auckland harbour in 1845. The
screw corvettes Calliope and Diamond were docked that day.
PO Edgar Evans died, returning from the South Pole with Capt
Scott.
Destroyer Daring, Cdr S.A. Cooper RN, escorting Convoy HN12,
torpedoed and sunk by U-23, Kapitanleutnant Otto Kretschmer, 40
miles E. of Duncansby Head, S.E. of the Shetlands (58.38N,
0.40E). Captain, eight officers and ten men lost. The first British
destroyer lost to submarine attack in the Second World War.

Light cruiser Kenya, escorted by the Indian Navy frigate Tir, arrived
at Rangoon from Colombo carrying sacred Buddha relics on loan to
Burma from the Temple of the Sacred Tooth at Kandy in Ceylon. On
board were fifty dancers and a guard of 100 monks who held a
service every three hours in the Admiral’s quarters as the ship
crossed the Indian Ocean.
Commemorative standard candlesticks, commissioned by the Dean
and Chapter of Westminster Abbey in memory of the 862 men lost
in the battleship Barham, were dedicated after Evensong in the
presence of Vice-Admiral Sir Henry Pridham-Wippell whose flag
she had been wearing when torpedoed on 25 November 1941. ‘
Since the candles in these holders are lit at every service held in the
nave, Barham’s men will be honoured daily for as long as the
Abbey stands’ – Dr C.S. Knighton in The Westminster Abbey
Chorister 41 Winter 2005/6.
Admiral Keppel’s honourable acquittal of ‘malicious and illfounded charges’ after Admiral Palliser’s battle off Ushant led to
court martial of the latter, who received a ‘censorious acquittal’.
Luciana, an Italian tanker which had been guaranteed safe conduct,
inadvertently sunk by submarine Una while leaving Taranto for
the Atlantic.

19th

2009

20th

1858

21st

1940

22nd

1940

23rd

1917

24th

2011

25th

1967

26th

1891

27th

1945

28th

1983

Mrs Ng Muk Kah BEM, Jenny of Jenny’s Side Party, who served
the Royal Navy in Hong Kong from 1928 to 1997, died aged 92.
Jenny
and her girls ‘washed and ironed, cleaned ship, chipped rust and
painted, attended as buoy jumpers, and, dressed in their best,
waited with grace and charm upon guests at cocktail parties’. Her
obituary in the Daily Telegraph was headed just ‘Jenny’ – Daily
Telegraph obituary 25 March 2009.
Pearl’s Naval Brigade, with a detachment of the 1st Bengal
Military Police Battalion and Gurkha allies, defeated the Indian
rebels at
Phulphur. Indian Mutiny Medal.
The Admiralty declined the services of conscientious objectors in
minesweepers.
RM Depot at Lympstone opened. Now Commando Training Centre,
Royal Marines.
UC-32 blew up on her own mines off Sunderland.
Frigate Cumberland, Capt Steve Dainton RN, returning from the
Gulf to pay off for disposal, diverted to Gulf of Sirte; on several runs
into Benghazi she extracted 454 people (129 of them British) fleeing
insurrection in Libya and landed them in Malta.
Renown, third Royal Navy Polaris submarine, launched at Cammell
Laird, Birkenhead, by Mrs Healey, wife of the Secretary of State for
Defence. The Bishop of Chester, Dr Ellison, who conducted the
religious service, said ‘there was a long and valued tradition that
prayers should be said at the launching of a ship of the Royal Navy
’ but it did not mean that they condoned the prosecution of war.
The prayers he offered were for ‘all that shall serve in this ship,
that she may be used for the preservation of peace among men’ –
The Times, 27 February 1967. He offered no prayer for the boat
herself
but Mrs Healey did.
Queen Victoria christened two new warships in Portsmouth
Dockyard: the battleship Royal Sovereign (undocked) and the
first class cruiser Royal Arthur (launched).
Frigate Loch Fada, Lt-Cdr B.A. Rogers, part of the 2nd Escort
Group escorting coastal convoy BTC 81 in S.W. Approaches, in a
counter attack following the sinking of the Norwegian freighter
Corvus, sank U-1018 with Squid off the Lizard (49.56N, 05.20W);
two survivors.
The last Type 15 post-war full conversion frigate, Grenville, arrived
at Rochester for breaking up.

Delegate to Annual Conference 2019 St Neots
Branch secretaries should note the following before submitting their application.
(a) Each Branch which has complied with Rule 16(c), (No Branch shall be permitted to
send a delegate to the Conference unless it has observed the regulations of the
Association in regard to the return of balance sheets, the payment of subscriptions and
the formation of Branches. This provision has no application to the right of, and
expectation for, ships and establishments to send a delegate to the Conference.) but
subject to Rule 10(c), (Associate members are eligible to act as a Branch Delegate at
Area meetings and Conferences, provided that they have completed three years
continuous membership of the Association immediately prior to election as Delegate)
and has been in commission for at least three months by the date of a Conference
shall be entitled to nominate one eligible Association Member as its Delegate to attend
a Conference.
(a) Each Branch nominating a Delegate shall send details to the Council to arrive
not less than one week before the date of Conference. A Branch may change its
nominated Delegate provided the Council is notified not less than twenty-four hours
before the Conference.
Branch

Area

Name of Delegate
Car registration

Passenger Name

Delegate’s Address

Telephone No

Post Code

e-mail
Number of Observers
Name of Branch Hon
Secretary
Contact telephone No:
(if not branch Hon Sec)
Contact e-mail address
Name and Address for
correspondence
(if not branch Hon Sec)
NB: A Delegate will not be confirmed as such unless or until the Branch Balance Sheet for 2018 and Annual
Subscriptions for Branch Members for 2019 have been received in RNA Headquarters (Rule 12 C). Should either not
have been received in HQ, the Delegate's Status will be deemed to be that of an Observer.

A letter confirming a delegate’s attendance will be sent prior to Conference. This letter should be
brought to Conference to confirm eligibility to be a Delegate. There will be NO additions to the
delegate list on the day. If you have not received confirmation one month before Conference
please call Nigel on 023 9272 3747

NOMINATION FORM
ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND DEPUTY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 2019/2021
(Revised RNA Bye-Law 7)
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries in Areas. 2,6,7,8,9,11 and Scotland.
Each Branch may nominate one full or life member from any Branch within its own Area, as a Candidate
for election to the National Council, and one full or life member for election as the Deputy National
Council Member subject to the approval of the Branch to which both persons belong. (See Note
Below). A separate form should be used for NCM and DNCM
Names of Nominee
NCM/DNCM (delete as appropriate) ........................................................................................

Proposed by .......................................................... Branch

..................... Area

Address of Nominee
……………………………………..........................................................................................
……………………………........................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
Telephone …………………….................... e mail .......................................................................
Brief history of nominee in the Association. (Continue on separate sheet if necessary)

Chairman ....................... (signed) ............................................(dated)…………………………
Secretary........................ (signed) ............................................(dated)…………………………..
___________________________________________________________________________
If the Candidate is not a member the proposing Branch, this section is to be completed by the Chairman
and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch.
Candidate's Branch ......... ............................................................................
We are aware of the above nomination.
Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch) .............................................................................
Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch) ..............................................................................
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Candidate
I accept the nomination and promise to attend as many National Council Meetings as is possible
and give the RNA permission to use my data in support of this nomination.
Signature of Candidate .................................................................. Dated ............................

The envelope containing this completed form should be marked NOMINATIONS FOR NATIONAL
COUNCIL and must reach RNA HQ no later than 1600 15th February 2019.

PROPOSED MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018
Proposals must reach The General Secretary by 1600 15 February 2019
Name of Proposing Branch: ...........................................................................................
Motion / amendment

Explanation of the Motion / Amendment (To be included in the notes for Conference)

We certify that this motion has been passed by a Branch motion in an ordinary meeting of the Branch.
Hon Secretary ............................................................................(signed).........................(dated)
Chairman …………………………………………………………….(signed)…………………(dated)

Name of Seconding Branch: .........................................................................................................
Hon Secretary ............................................................................(signed).........................(dated)

Notes
a. A separate form is required for each Motion or Amendment
b. A manuscript copy is acceptable for additional Motions or Amendments if the printed form is not
available.
c. The Motion or Amendment should be as short and precise as possible avoiding ambiguity. A Motion
should normally start with the word `THAT'
d. The explanation is to help the Standing Orders Committee to understand the intention behind the
Motion so that they may be able to consider its presentation, so it can be improved and implemented
as soon as possible (Conference Bye Law C4)
e. Motions may be submitted at any time but must reach the General Secretary by 1600 on 15 February
2019.
f. Motions of Urgency should reach the General Secretary not less than 48 hours before Conference. (In
accordance with Conference Bye Law C6.) and include an explanation about reason for urgency.
g. Amendments to Motions should also normally reach the General Secretary not less than 7 days before
Conference.
h. Bye-Laws. A Motion to Conference may propose that a Bye-Law be set aside or it may ask the
Council to consider making or amending a Bye-Law.
i. The Branch Proposing a Motion must have it Seconded by another Branch before forwarding it to the
General Secretary. (Conference Bye Law C3a).

Nominations for Standing Orders Committee 2019
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries
Applications are sought for members of the standing Orders Committee.
Each Branch may nominate a member as a candidate for election to the Standing Orders
Committee, subject to the approval of the Branch to which the candidate belongs.
Applicants should be Full or Life members.
Name of Nominee ………………………….........................................................................
Proposed By (Branch)

…………………………………………………..............................

Address of Nominee ………………………….......................................................................
………………………………………….......………………………………………......................
................................................................................................ Post code............................
e-mail ...........………………………………………….......

Tel ......................................

Brief history of the service of the nominee in the Association. (Separate sheet if necessary)

Chairman

.............................................................. (signed).......................................(dated)

Secretary

.............................................................. (signed).......................................(dated)

If the Candidate is not a member of the proposing Branch, this section must be completed by
the Chairman and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch.
Candidate's Branch

…………............................................................

We support this Nomination.
Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch)

.........................................................................

Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch)

.........................................................................

Candidate - I accept this nomination and undertake to attend as many Standing Orders
Committee Meetings as is possible.
Signature of Candidate ……………………….................................................................
Nominations are to be with Central Office by 1600 on 12 April 2019 (Rule 20(c))

Please see below a thank you letter from our
former GS Paul Quinn. The accompanying
picture below shows Paul with his newly
acquired Laptop in his retirement ‘Man Cave’.

G

Doomed Destroyer
By Ron Cope
PRESS RELEASE
A dramatic, courageous and unsung piece of British naval history
brought vividly to life in fascinating new book from the author of
Attack at Dawn.
“Without dedicated men like Ron Cope, the testimony and the stories
of the men who were there – whether they were lost, wounded, or
survived – what became of them, their families, might otherwise be
lost to future generations.”
Percy C. Danby, Lieutenant (E), C.D. RCN Retired. Ottawa. March 2017,
survivor on HMS Hotspur.
On March 1st 1940, Adolf Hitler ordered Operation Weserubung: the invasion of
Norway. Having swept across Europe, the Nazi assault on Scandinavia was
designed to secure the valuable iron ore being delivered by rail from Sweden to the
Norwegian port of Narvik. To complete the task, Hitler sent ten large destroyers,
with 220 Alpine Troops on each. Five smaller British H Class destroyers were sent
up the fjord in retaliation, with little knowledge of what to expect. On April 10th,
the first British battle of Narvik began in earnest. Royal Naval Captain Bernard
Warburton-Lee led his flotilla at midnight into the fjord; undetected, under darkness and in driving snow storms. The harbour erupted into a
torpedo attack; back into the fjord, the destroyers Hardy, Hunter, Hotspur, Havock and Hostile were confronted by five German destroyers.
A ferocious sea battle ensued and Hardy and Hunter were lost.
In his first account of The Battle of Narvik, Attack at Dawn, Ron Cope focussed on the experience and the survival of the crew of HMS
Hardy. After nine long years of research, he now reveals for the first time the untold story of HMS Hunter and her crew. Just forty-eight of
the 159 servicemen on board survived in the cold waters of the fjord; picked up by German destroyers, they were eventually forced to march
in freezing conditions over the mountains into internment in Sweden. Before the handover to the Swedish authorities, a German Army officer
made the British servicemen sign a form: “On my being sent into Sweden I will not take up arms against Germany... Should I do so, and in
the event of again being taken prisoner I shall be subject to such conditions as are provided under the Death Penalty Act”. Doomed Destroyer
follows the astounding stories of the Hunter sailors, who would spend the next five years plotting and attempting to escape their captivity.
Cope provides an extensive account of the viciously fought events at sea and in the fjords, examining the Norwegian price paid at Narvik
and the early impact of war on the local community’s simple way of life.
A remarkable account delivered with care and respect for those lost and left behind, Doomed Destroyer shines a light on this important but
previously little known event in British history.
About the author: Born in Salford, Ron Cope followed in his father’s footsteps and joined the Royal Navy in 1964, working in electronics.
After leaving the forces in 1986, he spent over twenty years working in the probation service, specifically with young offenders. Now a proud
father and grandfather, Cope is retired and living with his wife Alison in Telford, Shropshire. His first naval history book Attack at Dawn:
Reliving the First Battle of Narvik in World War Two was published to acclaim back in 2015. Doomed Destroyer by Ron Cope (published
by Clink Street Publishing April 2018 in paperback RRP £12.99 and ebook RRP £4.99) is available for purchase from online retailers
including amazon.co.uk and to order from all good bookstores.
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