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Its Spring in HM Naval Base Portsmouth……..Or is it?
Admiralty House, complete with Ensigns, looking resplendent in the
late February sunshine.

This edition is the on-line version of the Semaphore Circular, unless you have registered with
Central Office, it will only be available on the RNA website in the ‘Members Area’ under
‘downloads’ at www.royal-naval-association.co.uk and will be emailed to the branch contact,
usually the Hon Sec
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Dear Shipmates,
Welcome to the March Circular, mind you, as I sit here and type
this, it feels more like the middle of June! Talking of June, its set
to be a busy month.
6 June 2019 marks the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings –
one of the most remarkable Allied wartime operations. With the
Royal British Legion taking the lead, they are planning significant
commemorations to mark D-Day 75, both in Normandy and across
the United Kingdom. They have chartered a ship, the MV
Boudicca, to provide a fully funded tour for 300 D-Day Veterans.
Each veteran is able to bring one carer who will also be fully
funded. A nice touch and I know a good number of our RNA
Shipmates are taking advantage of this fabulous gesture. The
RNA will be represented in Normandy by our National President
who, supported by our France Nord Branch, will lay a wreath in the
Garden of Remembrance in Caen before sprinting back for our National Conference and we will
be leaning into activities in Portsmouth when details become clearer.
I’ve been up to St Neots this week for a recce with a few of the Central Office team and it looks
like Area 6 are putting together a fabulous National Conference in a great venue at Wyboston
Lakes for us over the weekend of 7-9 June. Thank you to Geoff Apperley and his stalwart team
for all your efforts. We will have exclusive use of the Conference Centre but that doesn’t mean
we can stay up all night singing shanties! Michelle’s got her eye on the spa!
I also had the very great privilege of representing the RNA at a lunch in the First Sea Lord’s
London flat to mark the 90th Birthday of Sir Donald Gosling who has been a great fan of the Navy
and naval folk all his life. I was able to reiterate our very great thanks for the significant
contribution he made towards the RNA’s project to commission the Naval Service Memorial at
the National Arboretum which was unveiled and dedicated in 2014. I took the opportunity to
present him with the last of our special commemorative ties which depicts the rather colourful
memorial. I suggested he might want to keep it should he ever need to be interviewed by
Channel 4’s John Snow! He was genuinely thrilled and promised to wear it.
CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) are having their Spring Conference at HMS Excellent
on 07 March and top billing will be the current CO of HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH, Captain Nick
Cooke-Priest. He will present on his recent experiences having joined the ship in New York for
her Fixed Wing 1st of Class Flying Trials. Should be hugely interesting. Sarah Clewes is still
accepting attendance requests from the broad array of Associations.
16 March sees the Jutland Wood planting event at Langley Vale.
Names please to Nigel if they haven’t been passed already.
There’s a buffet lunch provided, and Nigel has promised to
liberate some Pussers for the occasion. 1000 arrival for 1030
start with wellies and coats suggested Rig of the Day.
Some announcements on the equipment front this month. The
3rd of the next generation of SSBNs has been named as HMS
WARSPITE. She joins the previously named, HMS
DREADNOUGHT and HMS VALIANT. Needless to say, the
announcement brought some conjecture in Central Office as to
what the fourth and final boat might be named. Should the Ship

Naming Committee continue down the early SSN
names, we might see another COURAGOUS or
CONQUEROR, or, if they take the route of the QUEEN
ELIZABETH class battleships, we might see another
BARHAM or even, dare I say, the mighty HOOD?
On Thursday 28th March, the Portsmouth Naval Base
Commander, Rear-Adml Jim Higham has graciously
invited the local RNA Branches to the highlight of this
year’s boxing calendar, the Inter Services Boxing Match at the HMS NELSON gym. All are
welcome and while entrance is free you might want draw some pocket money for a refreshment
at the bar.
Also, in the world of ASW, some great news on the MPA
front with P-8A Poseidon aircraft being introduced into
service next year to fill a capability gap which has existed
since the withdrawal of the Nimrod in the 2010 Defence
Review.
On the personnel front, the MOD announced that those
leaving the Services will be issued a Veterans ID Cards in
recognition of their service, and as a show of gratitude
P-8A Poseidon Maritime Patrol
Aircraft base at RAF Lossiemouth
from the Nation. And, by the end of the year, all veterans
with Joint RN /RAF team
will be able to apply for this card, to mark their time in the
military. They will act as a tangible link to your career in
the Armed Forces but, where needed, they will also help veterans to easily verify their service to
the NHS, the local authorities and Service charities. More info on how to apply will follow when
we get it.
Parish Notices:
•
•
•
•
•

End of Year reports should be coming in along with 2019 membership subscriptions.
Don’t forget to register your Conference Delegate and book accommodation with CONA
travel.
Do please book up for Open Days, we have vacancies on all our dates.
The LIBOR buses are there to be used and can be booked for longer periods by Areas or
branches. Only cost is fuel and a car license to drive. Give it a go.
The annual report and accounts, Conference Agenda, raffle tickets etc will be mailed out
to Branches in the next few months.
Finally, hats off to our intrepid Defence Secretary, Gavin
Williamson, who visited 40 Cdo doing their Arctic training in
Norway. Not only did he “Up Spirits” with a wee tot of Pusser’s
finest but he rather gallantly did the famous ice-breaking
recovery drill – brrrr! I’ll tell you about my experience on a mini
Artic survival course with the Booties one day although that
might be one for the Mess Dinners rather than crudely
committing it to paper!

Best wishes from the Central Office Team ,

Bill

Chairman’s chat
On behalf of the National President & myself I would like to say a BIG Thank You to all those Branches
and individual Shipmates who contributed to our former General Secretary Paul Quinn’s farewell gift. An
amazing response and generous donations totaling £2017 was received. This was presented to Paul on
Friday 7th December in the form of John Lewis Gift Vouchers when the National Council dined Paul out
along with his wife Elizabeth in the Warrant Officer’s, and Senior Rates Mess in HMS NELSON. The
presentation was made by our National President, S/M Vice Admiral
John McAnally. Although the appeal for contributions was made
back in May 2018, with the intention of a presentation taking place
in late September, it was necessary to retain Paul until the end of
2018 as his successor, Captain Bill Oliphant was unable to be
released from the Royal Navy any earlier. The idea of gift vouchers
arose when earlier last year, Paul mentioned to me his desire to
acquire an ‘all singing, all dancing’ piece of IT equipment. As you
will appreciate, S/M John and myself had been unable until now, to acknowledge the generous donations
received. On the 8th December in National Council, S/M Paul Quinn – yes, he was a paid up True Blue,
was presented, on behalf of the National Council and the Association, with Life Membership in recognition
of his unstinting dedication to the RNA and in excess of £1.5m of grants he had brought into the RNA
during his almost 9 years of tenure.
The new boy on the block, Captain Bill Oliphant RN took over the helm and became operational
immediately on completion of Decembers National Council meeting as you will see from the photographic
evidence that comes with this article. Bill is settling in well with a busy
diary and I am also pleased to say that the job share of Deputy General
Secretary between Andy Christie & Sarah Clewes is going well. Andy likes
his self-designated title of DGS (Starboard) whilst Sarah is DGS (Port).
At very short notice In January I attended Cambridge Branch (No 5 Area)
who had decommissioning in their sights and a ‘Good-Bye’ RNA Church
Service. A few words of advice as to which Officers roles that Associate
Members may hold resulted in volunteers both Full & Associate stepping
up to the mark. I am pleased to report that Cambridge Branch sails on and
they had a very well attended, good humorous ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’
Church Service. Well done all concerned.
On Tuesday 5th February I travelled to Cardiff to attend a Veterans
Foundation One Stop Shop to be held the next day in Cardiff City Football
Club. Thanks to Gordon Williams NCM No 7 Area I was able to visit a well
attended RNA Newport Branch Meeting and who made me most welcome and appreciated my
contribution to their raffle of a pack of Welsh Cakes. The One Stop Shop the next day attracted numerous
Ex-Forces Associations, Charities, Help Groups and Veterans. My next visit to my country of birth, Wales,
will be on St. David’s Day! In readiness to attend No 7 Area’s AGM on 2nd March which I am very much
looking forward to.
General Secretary Captain Bill
hard at work in his office.

Many of us, like myself, casually glance through Facebook or use it on a frequent basis to keep in touch
with Ships Associations, Old Oppos or just participate in good old naval banter. GREAT, BUT, from time to
time I come across negative comments posted by RNA members about the RNA. The media is not the
place to air dirty washing. I certainly take a dim view of what appears to be unwarranted adverse
comments about our great Association. Therefore, I would ask members that if they have a drip about the
Association, then please take it up with your Branch Secretary or National Council Member. If you have a

valid drip, then we want to know about it so as to be given the opportunity to look into it and correct
matters if appropriate.
Moving along with a brighter matter. The General Secretary has been allocated £10,000 for this year from
the Branch & Club Support Fund to help finance the Minor Grant Scheme which proved very successful in
2018. As a reminder, the GS can approve small grants to Branches of £250 and in exceptional cases
£500, the latter having to be authorised by both myself & the National Treasurer S/M Ian Irwin. These
grants are to assist with, but not restricted to; recruitment publicity, purchase of a Gazebo, entertaining
veterans to a lunch or tea party etc. Applications & administration of the scheme have been kept to an
absolute minimum. A simple email to bill@royalnavalassoc.com setting out the reason for the application
is all that is required.

Our National Branch Recruitment & Retention Officer, S/M Gareth Booth has been busy conducting a
survey and communicating with NCMs and Branches following which Gareth has submitted a very
interesting report to the Association’s Management Committee on his findings so far. I cannot stress the
importance of giving Gareth your full cooperation when he seeks information. Gareth is currently looking
for assistants in each Area of the RNA. Interested? then contact Gareth on 07713 876846. If doing so,
please inform your Area Secretary of your interest.
With Branches & Areas holding their AGMs, I would remind all Secretaries to ensure that their
Branch/Area Year End Accounts and Reports are sent to CO by 30th April, this is most important if you
want to send a Delegate to National Conference.
The AMC meeting ,normally held in
Semaphore Tower, was on this occasion
held in the ‘Lightening’ Suite, just 40 yards
from the bow of HMS QE (that’s the grey bit
n the window) where there is a fantastic view
of the Ship. AMC Committee members were
really impressed. Sadly, the planned
National Council meeting time slot had to be
cancelled due to emergent RN business).
They wished to thank the GS for organising
such a great venue.

AMC in the Lightening Suite next to HMS Queen Elizabeth

Spring is just around the corner and time to be thinking about getting out and about promoting the RNA
along with some fund raising. My own Branch always looks forward to Supermarket Foyer Collections and
attending local village Fetes having great fun in doing so. Should you require any advice just get in touch
at RNAStneots@gmail.com
I am not sure if our Fleet today comprises of just Submarines as we rarely hear news, it may be you have
gone ‘Deep’ So, to our serving Shipmates in the Fleet, which includes the Royal Marines, all Shore
Establishments and Naval Units, please let Andy Christie andy@royalnavalassoc.com at Central Office
have any ‘dits’ you have, or better still submit some news from your Ship or Establishment for inclusion in
the Association’s Semaphore Circular as we want to hear from you. To those Shipmates on Deployment
may you have safe passage and a safe return.
Yours aye

Keith Ridley

1.

Armed Forces Covenant Fund

Shipmates should be aware that The Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust has launched a £3M
funding programme to fund renovations and improvements to veterans’ community centres.
Grants of up to £30,000 are available. A small number of grants of up to £150,000 will be made
to more complex projects.
The Veterans’ Community Centres Programme is a specialist pot of funding. Applicants must be
Armed Forces charities with an existing building that requires refurbishment.
Melloney Poole, Chief Executive of the Armed Forces
Covenant Fund Trust said:
“We know that there are many well used community centres
that offer a good space for veterans, but some of these
centres could benefit from repair works such as improved
heating or electrical wiring to make these valuable spaces
better. We can also fund works that will make centres more
accessible for older veterans or veterans with disabilities.”
As an example The Royal British Legion Grangemouth Branch has a busy and vibrant
Community Centre, well used by veterans of all ages along with the wider local community. The
building has been in place for over 50 years. But for a while; the centre was struggling. The
electrics were in a poor state of repair and some areas had not been renovated for decades.
Veterans and others who came to the centre were keen for improvements to be made.
The Community Centre received a grant of £20,000 through the Armed Forces Covenant Local
Grants programme, to refurbish the building, improve the electrics and make the building more
accessible for people with disabilities.
Alan Lochrie; the Chair of the Royal British Legion Grangemouth Branch explained more about
the centre:
“The disabled access in our building was not as good as we wanted it to be; and this was making
it hard for older veterans and others with disabilities to come to our centre. Parts of the centre
would be very cold. The electrics in the building were not in a good state; and we needed a better
fire alarm system.
The grant has made a huge difference. More veterans come to the centre now; and younger
veterans come along too. It’s a much more friendly and comfortable space to be in.”
There will be three rounds of funding; and applications for the first round need to be received by
11th March 2019. If you are considering obtaining a grant under this scheme please contact the
General Secretary for further information.
For more information visit http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/veterans-community-centres/

2.

IMC – Italian Association RNA Invitation

The RNA Shipmates has very kindly been invited to attend our sister IMC Association
Marinaiditalia (ANMI) at the XX ANMI National Meeting in Salerno Italy from 27 th September until
29th September 2019. If any Branches/Individual Shipmates are interested in attending please
would they advise the General Secretary at Central Office who will act as the point of contact.
Please see the invitation below;

Dear Friends,
1.- as we have anticipated during last E.C.in Portsmouth, the XX National Meeting of our
Association will take place in Salerno from the 27 to the 29 of next September.
Salerno is a city of about 140.000 people located along the cost of the Tyrrhenian Sea at about 50
kilometers south of Naples.
You can found the main details of the event talking a look to our site www.marinaiditalia.com (right
side of the homepage – XX Raduno Nazionale Marinai d’Italia) but just note that the most important
day will be on the morning of Sunday the 29 th with the parade of ANMI members and some
components and reps of the IT Navy/Armed forces/police involved in naval activity.
2.- Your presence would be very welcome for us and we will be very happy if you will take part,
together with the ANMI Members involved in the event (about 8.000 people), in the parade along
the "Lungomare" of Salerno on September the 29th.
3.- Regarding the accommodation ANMI, at the present time and till March the 15th, we can reserve
you some room in one of the 3 following Hotels:
a) Hotel Santa Caterina (Fisciano); Fisciano is a small village (13.000 people) at about 15 kms
from Salerno; the cost per night will be:
- half board: 64€ per person (double room) - 84€ per person (single room);
- full board treatment: 89€ per person (double room) - 109€ per person (single room)
b) Hotel Villa Rizza (San Cipriano Picentino); San Cipriano Picentino (6.500 people) is located in
the hinterland at about 15 KM from Salerno. The cost per night will be:
- half board: 64€ per person (double room) - 84€ per person (single room)
c) Hotel Villaggio Mare Neve (Paestum); Paestum is an ancient city of Magna Graecia
designated,in 1998, as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. Paestum is located at about 40 kms
South of Salerno.The cost per night will be:
- half board: 55€ per person (double room) - 75€ per person (single room);
All the Hotels will provide Shuttle service to/from Salerno at an individual cost of about 15€ (to be
confirmed) for the period you will lodge there.
4.- Therefore, in order to properly plan all the activities of interest, I kindly request you to let us
know if you want to attend the event and by March the 15th, in case you want to stay in one of the
3 above-mentioned hotels, all the relevant information related to the booking (hotel you have
chosen - arrival / departure day - number of people - type of room - other details of interest .... etc).
5.- Waiting your answers be sure that I will keep you informed about any news/details/changes
concerning the event.
My best regards
Massimo

3.

Corporate Membership

Shipmates may not be aware that the RNA now has another type of membership named
Corporate Member. This membership is designed to encourage companies and individuals to
join the naval family and to ensure the stability of the RNA and have fun!
There are three levels of Sponsorship for
Corporate Members;
Up to £1000
• Personal letter from GS
• Framed presentation certificate of
thanks
• Logo and Link on the RNA Website
• Use of Corporate Member logo
• Free coverage in our monthly
circular/newsletter.
The £1000 could help us to maintain the
most visited memorial in the National
Memorial Arboretum. We commissioned
and unveiled this monument on our 60th
anniversary to commemorate those who
have served, served today and will serve tomorrow – regardless of rank, trade or fighting arm.
Or, it could support our Welfare Officers with befriending veterans.
Up to £5000
• As per above plus attendance at the Annual conference and free trade stand.
• 2 places at the Presidents Table for Conference Gala Dinner
• VIP place at the Biennial Parade in Whitehall
• Presentation ‘button badges’ and Associate member status for membership champion or
engraved tankard for display.
• Volunteer opportunity with Project Semaphore (reducing digital isolation for Veterans)
£5000 could help us to fuel our three minibuses that assist veterans to get out and about.
Or, support our weekly Royal Navy culture heritage and ethos briefings given to phase 2 trainees
as they embark on their career.
Over £5000
• As per level 2, plus, corporate day with RNA Central Office, Portsmouth: includes lunch
and a boat tour of the harbour with the RNA General Secretary and experienced Naval
guides.
• Branding and story in our annual impact report
• Permanent half-page advert in all issues of our monthly circular/newsletter
All too often we hear of the effect that being socially isolated has on elderly veterans. When they
are not connected to the online world, they also tend to be worse off financially. The RNA’s
Project Semaphore has distributed hundreds of iPads to veterans – preloaded with useful apps –
and provides ongoing support.

In enabling veterans to do the things most of us find second nature (for instance, Skyping family
and friends, internet banking and shopping, accessing support information, social media and
entertainment), we can help the connect with friends and regain some of their independence.
Full details can be found at –
https://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/about-us/corporate-membership
The RNA is delighted to announce the first
Corporate member as Brooms
Professional Services Ltd.
Vice Admiral John Mcanally the National
President is seen presenting RNA Hon
Accountant Kevin Cornelius, who is also a
Director with BPS, with the Corporate
Membership presentation certificate.
If you think your Area, Branch or Individual
Shipmates would like any more information
or assistance for prospective Corporate
Membership please do not hesitate to
contact Central Office.
4.

National Ceremonial Advisor Vacancy

Regrettably the National Ceremonial Advisor, Shipmate Mick Kieran, has decided to hang up his
pace stick and step down or as he says ‘times
up’ as you can see from the attached
photograph!
However, unfortunately he will still be seen at
Conference, out of the rig of the day, with his
shorts on, awaiting the beginning of the knobbly
knees competition!
On a serious note the National President has
written to Mick thanking him for his many years
of sterling service to the RNA during his many
years in Office as the Ceremonial Advisor.
So………………
A vacancy now exist for the position of National Ceremonial Advisor. You will be required to;
•
•
•
•
•

Attend the Association Management Committee in the capacity of Advisor concerning all
Ceremonial matters ( 4 times a year (3 x Portsmouth and 1 x Conference)
Act as parade Senior Marshall at Conference and Biennial Parades
Act as Ceremonial organiser and Judge at the National Standard Bearer competition.
To assist and advise AMC/Central Office on content and amendment of the Ceremonial
Handbook.
To advise the General Secretary on Ceremonial Maters.

Applications are now sought from suitably qualified Shipmates. Any interested Shipmate should
apply for this prestigious position by providing a small CV listing your experience and a short
statement explaining why you should be considered for selection by the National Council as the
new National Ceremonial Advisor. The closing date will be 01 March 2019.
5.

RNRMC Support from Forces Law

The RNRMC are currently partnered with Forces law who
offer a free Will writing service in return for a donation to the
RNRMC.
Solicitors have agreed to waive their fees for writing basic Wills in return for a
donation to the charity. Book your appointment now, help us support our
sailors, marines and their families for life. For more information, please visit
rnrmc.org.uk/make-a-will Or call Forces Law on 0845 601 1260 or via email
enquiries@forceslaw.com

6.

Assistance Please

Central Office received a letter from Mr Paul Tolchard who is trying to contact Rob Neathaway.
Please see letter below;
Dear Shipmates,
I am trying to get in touch with a Mr Rob Neathway who is a retired RN Chief Petty Officer
Logistics. His last draft was at Yeovilton and then moved to the North West in 2013ish. I am
desperate to let him know of the passing of my Father Cyril Geoffrey Tolchard who was 94 and to
the best of my knowledge the last surviving crew member of the Battle Cruiser H M S Repulse. I
hope Shipmates may be able to help me. My contact details are ; Mr P Tolchard, Old Trifford,
Wilmington Honiton Devon EX14 9JT and telephone No 01404 831487
Yours Sincerely,
Paul Tolchard
7.

RNVC Series – Vice Admiral Richard Bell Davies VC,CB,DSO, AFC

Richard Bell Davies was born in London on 19 May 1886 and
crossed the bar in RNH Haslar Gosport on 26 Feb 1966 aged
79 after serving in both World Wars.
He joined the RN in 1901 and as a Naval Cadet he served in
HMS Diana in the Mediterranean. In 1910 he started flying
privately and was entered into the Royal Naval Air Service in
1913.
On the 23 January 1915 Squadron Commander Bell Davies
was awarded the DSO during an attack on German Submarines
at close range where he managed to drop eight bombs despite
being severely wounded in his thigh.
After recuperation Richard Bell Davies was appointed
Commanding Officer of No3 Naval Air Squadron in the Dardanelles where he was involved in an
action at Ferrijik Junction in Bulgaria and was awarded the Victoria Cross.

His citation read as follows;
The KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the grant of the Victoria Cross to SquadronCommander Richard Bell Davies, DSO RN, and of the Distinguished Service Cross to Flight SubLieutenant Gilbert Formby Smylie, RN, in recognition of their behaviour in the following
circumstances:—
On the 19th November these two officers carried out an air attack on Ferrijik Junction. Flight SubLieutenant Smylie's machine was received by very heavy fire and brought down. The pilot planed
down over the station, releasing all his bombs except one, which failed to drop, simultaneously at
the station from a very low altitude. Thence he continued his descent into the marsh. On alighting
he saw the one unexploded bomb, and set fire to his machine, knowing that the bomb would
ensure its destruction. He then proceeded towards Turkish territory. At this moment he perceived
Squadron-Commander Davies descending, and fearing that he would come down near the
burning machine and thus risk destruction from the bomb, Flight Sub-Lieutenant Smylie ran back
and from a short distance exploded the bomb by means of a pistol bullet. Squadron-Commander
Davies descended at a safe distance from the burning machine, took up Sub-Lieutenant Smylie,
in spite of the near approach of a party of the enemy, and returned to the aerodrome, a feat of
airmanship that can seldom have been equalled for skill and gallantry.
Squadron Commander Richard’s gallantry wasn’t finished yet before completion of WW1 he has
also been awarded a MID, Air Force Cross and Croix de Guerre with Palm.
During WW2 he was promoted to Rear Admiral where
he was appointed Rear Admiral Air Stations. He
finished service with the RN in May 1941 and
volunteered for service in the RNR where he accepted
a reduced rank of Commander to continue serving as
convoy commodore and commissioning Captain to the
Aircraft Carrier HMS Dasher retiring completely in
1944.
His Victoria Cross is on display in the Fleet Air
Museum in Yeovilton.
8.

Trafalgar Way - 1805 Club

Calling all RNA members along The Trafalgar Way! A special dispatch from Kathy Brown,
Director of The Trafalgar Way.
Do you live in Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Berkshire, Surrey or London?
Members who do may recall the Battle of Trafalgar bicentenary celebrations of Summer 2005. As
part of that series of commemorative events a new national heritage route was established, The
Trafalgar Way, marking the overland route taken by the messenger who raced back to The
Admiralty with Collingwood's official dispatch
after Nelson's death at Trafalgar. The naval
officer in question was a lieutenant by the name
of John Richards Lapenotiere, commander of
HM Schooner Pickle, which had been present at
the Battle of Trafalgar and assisted in its own
way, without ever firing one of its fourteen guns.

An observer on HMS Euryalus wrote that she was "about as large and formidable as two pairs of
Wellington boots"!
Primarily a courier of messages and a conveyance vessel for passengers and prisoners between
the much bigger warships of the time, HMS Pickle and Lt Lapenotiere were the ideal choice for
Admiral Collingwood to send home in the aftermath of the battle and the storm which followed it.
It was a great honour to be chosen for this mission, and a reward and promotion would be sure to
follow.
Nine days later, after a heavy crossing of the Bay of Biscay, during which he had to jettison four
guns, Lapenotiere came ashore at Falmouth. From the ship's logs, we know he set foot on dry
land around 10 am on Monday 4th November 1805, and that he had set off for London in a
carriage, 'express', by midday.
The fastest means of passenger travel in those days was the well-established post-chaise
system. 'Posting' was akin to taking a long-distance taxi from
town to town. We have discovered from Lapenotiere's expenses
receipt in the Naval Archive that he changed horses and carriage
at least twenty-one times on that journey, roughly every ten to
fifteen miles. We know that his route was around 270 miles, and
we also know that he arrived, finally, at The Admiralty in
Whitehall at 1 am on Wednesday 6th November. He was shown
into the Boardroom at the Old Admiralty where Naval Secretary
William Marsden was just retiring to bed, and strode in,
declaring, "Sir, we have gained a great victory, but we have lost
Lord Nelson". His journey on land had taken him under thirtyeight hours.
In 2005, as part of the Trafalgar 200 festivities, a group of trustees organised plaques to be
erected along the length of The Trafalgar Way and these can now be seen in thirty-nine locations
from Falmouth to London. If you were present, you might also remember the re-enactments that
were carried out with a costumed Lapenotiere riding into town in a beautiful replica post-chaise
driven by two horses ridden by a liveried 'post-boy'. The latest to be unveiled was in Perranwell
between Falmouth and Truro (Cornwall) in November 2018. We are planning some additional
'intermediate' plaques in other towns in the next two years.
Two years ago, the custodians of The Trafalgar Way, The 1805 Club (www.the1805club.org),
managed to secure new funding to help preserve the legacy of The Trafalgar Way and put in
place new initiatives to help raise its profile in the national consciousness. I was appointed
Director of The Trafalgar Way with a remit to look for ways to perpetuate the story for future
generations and to ensure the financial sustainability of the initiative. My priority is to ensure this
fascinating piece of our national story reaches a young audience who can take it forward for
future generations, so we are planning a variety of initiatives aimed at schools, sea cadets and
families. Our first success has been to organise a short story competition for schoolchildren and
young people, and we'll soon be presenting the awards for this on board HMS Victory, and
publishing a book containing the winning entries.
RNA members, you are warmly invited to become involved with The Trafalgar Way and to help
us to continue this legacy. Visit our website at www.thetrafalgarway.org where you can sign up to
hear more, or share something with us. In particular, we'd love to hear from you if you are part of
a local history group in one of the locations listed below or villages between, or if you would be
interested in becoming a storyteller for us, visiting other groups and schools along The Way to
keep the narrative unfolding! The Trafalgar Way is very much story-driven and oriented, and so

we'd also love it if you have a relevant tale to tell us. Were you there to witness the inauguration
of The Trafalgar Way in 2005? Do you have a particular fascination for Nelson and Trafalgar you
could share with us? Can you tell us something about your town or village as it was in Georgian
times? Perhaps your ancestors fought at Trafalgar (you can find out at
https://www.1805club.org/research-database/area/all )?
Please stay in touch by emailing me at kathy@thetrafalgarway.uk or signing up for info at
www.thetrafalgarway.org.
You can also find out more information about The 1805 Club charity and projects on their website
and please do consider joining them as a member, as you'll gain access to exclusive publications
and events related to the sailing navies at the time of the Georgian monarchy, an absolutely
fascinating period in global history as Britain explored the globe, faced off to Napoleon and prior
to the turbulence and advances of the Industrial Revolution.
The Trafalgar Way passes through Falmouth, Penryn, Perranwell, Truro, Fraddon, Bodmin,
Launceston, Lifton, Crockernwell, Okehampton, Tedburn St Mary, Exeter, Honiton, Wilmington,
Axminster, Bridport, Dorchester, Blandford Forum, Salisbury, Andover, Whitchurch, Overton,
Basingstoke, Hartley Wintney, Camberley, Bagshot, Egham, Staines, Hounslow and Kensington.

9.

Guess Where? An Establishment

This month can you name the establishment. ? Agreed it is very difficult however, I‘ll bet one of
our sharp eyed Shipmates will recognise it! Remember no hovering or looking on Google or
Wiki!!..... Good Luck this is very difficult …
The answer will be in next
month’s edition.

And so, the answer to
Decembers Guess the
Establishment...........… HMS
Royal Arthur in Corsham
Wilts.

Well done to Shipmates John Lavery, Leo Whisstock, Alan Biggs, Bob Gelder, Darby Allen and
Rick Squibb, who…….. As the Establishment Warrant officer responsible for the maintenance of
the site, closed the Establishment and handing over the keys to the padlock on the main gate in
1992 to the Local MOD Plod. For information, the site is now a luxury retirement village (Ed’s
Note – Wonder how many ex Matelots live there now!)

10.

Joke Car Park Patrol

Only a person in Austin Texas would think of this:
From the county where drunk driving is considered a sport, comes this true story.
Recently a routine police patrol parked outside a bar in Austin, Texas. After last call the officer
noticed a man leaving the bar so apparently intoxicated that he could barely walk.
The man stumbled around the parking lot for a few minutes, with the officer quietly observing.
After what seemed an eternity in which he tried his keys on five different vehicles, the man
managed to find his car and fall into it. He sat there for a few minutes as a number of other
patrons left the bar and drove off.
Finally he started the car, switched the wipers on and off--it was a fine, dry summer night, flicked
the blinkers on and off a couple of times, honked the horn and then switched on the lights. He
moved the vehicle forward a few inches, reversed a little and then remained still for a few more
minutes as some more of the other patrons' vehicles left.
At last, when his was the only car left in the parking lot, he pulled out and drove slowly down the
road.
The police officer, having waited patiently all this time, now started up his patrol car, put on the
flashing lights, promptly pulled the man over and administered a breathalyser test.
To his amazement, the breathalyser indicated no evidence that the man had consumed any
alcohol at all!
Dumbfounded, the officer said, "I'll have to ask you to accompany me to the police station. This
breathalyser equipment must be broken."
"I doubt it", said the truly proud Texan. "Tonight I'm the designated decoy."

11

Seafarers’ Advice & Information Line (Sail)
Please find attached at the rear of this edition of the
Semaphore Circular the Spring Edition of the Seafarers’
Advice & Information Line with lots of good,useful advice
concerning –

Scams; Loyalty Penalties; Switching Energy Provider; Overdraft Fees; Universal Credit; PIP
Appeals and Sate Pension Age.

12.

Finance Corner

Dear Shipmates,
•

Shipmates may like to know where Area/Branch donations are
distributed to;
2017

Sea Cadets (Various)
RBL
RNRMC
RNBT
RBL Poppy Appeal

10,227.73
4,153.19
3,348.60
3,160.00
3,080.50

2016
22,915.00
7,844.00
4,268.00
6,197.00
-

Funerals & Wreaths
Welfare - (Donated by branches to
assist their own members)

2,219.00

-

1,776.00

23,547.00

RN&RM
SSAFA
Seafarers UK

1,700.00
1,602.50
1,534.50

2,325.00
2,105.00

• FUNDING
Shipmates, this is an opportunity NOT to be missed! It is effectively FREE MONEY to make
repairs and upgrades to the fabric of premises (for renovations, adaptations and repairs) to our
Branches and Clubs, regularly used by Veterans and their communities. There are two Bands of
grants from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust, up to an including £30,000 and between
£30,000 and £150,000 inclusive.
There are some rules around ownership of the premises, but the application process is not too
daunting! It’s a finite pot and, if we don’t step lively, it’ll be snapped up by the British Legion.
Applications must be made online. Further details at the link below:
http://www.covenantfund.org.uk/veterans-community-centres/

Yours Aye
Michelle

13.

Assistance Please – Lt Richard Hawkins (HMS Eskimo)

Please see a letter from Commodore Malcolm Williams (Rtd)
Former Officers of HMS ESKIMO from 1979-81are planning a reunion and we are trying to track
down Lt Richard Hawkins who served with us. I have tried several avenues without success and
wondered if it is possible to ask your members if anyone knows his current whereabouts. He was

an SD officer. I appreciate it may not be something that is easily done but any help would be
very much appreciated. Yours sincerely Cdre Malcolm Williams (Rtd)
14

Pen & Sword - New Reviewers database

Pen & Sword have recently put in to place a new reviewers database. This new system will
inform you of any new titles within your fields of interest and gives you the opportunity to request
copies directly or decline if they are not suitable.
Due to GDPR regulations we require consent to add you to this and to date your account is
showing that you have not opted in or out, if you would like opting in I can do this for you and you
will receive any publications that have been released so far this year and keep you up to date
going forward or I can remove you from this if you would prefer not to review for us in the future.
If you prefer to continue reviewing for us but wish to opt out of the automated system and for me
to contact you directly or to receive a New titles catalogue bi-annually that is no problem at all.
Tara Moran, Marketing Executive, Pen & Sword Military, Frontline Books & Greenhill Books
01226 734241
psmarketing@pen-and-sword.co.uk

15.

Joke Time - I’m not blaming it on the Rum!

A Pirate was in a bar swing the lamp….. Seeing the Pirate’s Peg-Leg, Hook and Eye Patch a
Shipmate couldn’t help asking “ How di you end up like that”
The Pirate replied that his ship was caught in a huge storm and a giant goffer swept him over the
side. Luckily for me my Shipmates managed to catch me and just as they started pulling me back
onboard a huge shark appeared from the depths and bit my leg off!
Blimey said the Shipmate “so what happened with the Hook?”. …..
Arrrr said the Pirate 2 I got into a fight over a woman in a bar and got me hand chopped off!
Blimey said the Shipmate “What about the Eye Patch”….
“Oh that” said the Pirate looking embarrassed. A Shithawk dropping went into my eye.
What and you lost eye because of some Shithawk poo The Shipmate asked…………
“Ah well ya see”……. It was me first day with the Hook!!!!!

16.

One of a Thousand good RNA Deeds a day – Area 7

Shipmate Dave Buckingham (Hon Sec of Builth Wells Branch) has contacted Central office to thank
Shipmates from Area 7.
Dear Shipmate,
Thank you to area 7 NCM S/M Gordon Williams, Area 7 Standard Bearesr, S/M Pete Killick and
his Deputy and Llanelli Bearer Alan Morris, Rhondda Standard Bearer S/M Graham Warner, Bugler
S/M Dennis Morgan. The Relentless Association, RBL Standard Bearer Herbie Herbert and the
‘Bish’ Reverend John Mills for attending and officiating at S/m Derek Morris’s funeral.

They all did our Shipmate and his family proud. Many thanks for their Comradeship and support at
these sad days.
That is what the RNA is all about.
Yours Aye
S/M Dave Buckingham
17

Fairey Swordfish - U-Boat Hunter

Central Office received the article below from Shipmate Ian Cameron at St Neots Branch.
The Swordfish is better known for its torpedo attacks on the Bismarck and on Taranto harbour,
but what is often overlooked is that it fulfilled a number of other roles including mine laying,
divebombing, and antisubmarine duties. Swordfish, flying from both escort carriers and land
bases, sunk 22 U Boats with either depth charges or rockets.
On the subject of the attack on the Bismarck, the most
astonishing thing is that none of the attacking aircraft were
shot down! The most prevalent theory is that the Bismarck’s
fire control predictors were vectored to deal with faster
aircraft and therefore could not zero in on the slower
Swordfish. At least some of the aircraft also flew so low that
the ships guns could not be elevated to be able to sight
them.

Some German historians also site the rolling of the ship and the fact that the gun crews had been
at their posts for many hours and were fatigued, as they had not been relieved.
Never- the- less the aircraft were still hit and one swordfish was hit 175 times with the pilot and
gunner both being wounded!
This certainly attests to how resilient this remarkable aircraft was, not to mention the toughness
of their Fleet Air Arm crews. Swordfish served until VE day and were responsible for the
destruction of a greater tonnage of Axis shipping than any other aircraft.
18.

Veterans’ Gateway News

Shipmates may wish to be aware of this new initiative.
The Veterans’ Gateway, the first port of call for veterans’ support, has begun a new trial outreach
service for those who have served in the armed forces. Supported by £108,000 of funding from
the Ministry of Defence, the Veterans’ Gateway will now proactively call ex-service personnel
who have been in contact to ask for support.
Under the new initiative, the Gateway will identify the most vulnerable ex-service personnel who
have previously contacted its helpline, and trained call handlers will get in touch to make sure
they are receiving the support they need. Everyone who contacts the helpline will be asked for
their consent to receive calls from the Veterans’ Gateway team, who will be able to provide
support and advice, and make referrals where necessary.

Veterans will receive calls from the same advisor and can decide how often they hear from the
Gateway, so they are supported in a way that suits
their specific needs. This new proactive posture
follows the US Marine Corps veterans service, who
make six proactive calls for every one that they
receive.
Available 24 hours a day, the Veterans’ Gateway
signposts ex-forces personnel to the wide range of support available to them, including housing
and financial advice, career guidance, and medical care from the NHS. Since being set up in
2017, the Veterans’ Gateway has already received over 20,000 calls, advising ex-forces
personnel and their families.
The funding for this new trial was announced by the Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson last
year, as part of a wider package of support for veterans. This included the creation of the new
Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund – a grant programme where charities will be able to apply for
funding from the £10 million awarded to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust to support the
mental fitness of ex-service personnel.
Moray and Highland Councils have launched a new website to support members of the Armed
Forces community in Moray and Highland, which we briefly mentioned at the Veterans Gathering
in November. A joint project, supported with an award from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund
Trust, the website features information on local services and assistance available to the Armed
Forces community including schools and learning, employment and training, financial advice,
health and wellbeing, housing and moving to north of Scotland.
View the website www.armedforcesmorayandhighland.co.uk

19

Royal Naval & Royal Marine Charity – Thank You

Adrian Bell CEO of RNRMC has written to thank the RNA for their significant support in 2018
where a total of £20,822.25 was handed over by the RNA.
BZ Shipmates

RNA Longcast
2019
08 Mar
16 Mar
28 Mar
05 Apr
04 May
11 May
11/12 May
17 May
18 May
30 May
01 Jun
05 Jun
7-9 Jun
7 Jun
8 Jun
21Jun
29 Jun
26 Jul
03 Aug
03 Aug
16 Aug
17 Aug
30 Aug
07 Sep
08 Sep
21 Sep
11 Oct
02 Nov
15 Nov
16 Nov
23 Nov
07 Dec

National Council Meeting
Jutland Wood tree planting event – Langley Vale
Inter Services Boxing – HMS NELSON
RAF v NAVY Rugby – The Stoop, Twickenham
Area 5 Quarterly - Norwich
Area 3 Meeting – Waterlooville
Londonderry Branch – Battle of the Atlantic Celebrations
Open Day
Area 4 Meeting - Bodmin
Inter Service T20 Cricket - Lords
COLLINGWOOD Field Gun Day
D-Day 75th Anniversary commemorations - Portsmouth
Conference – Wyboston Lakes (Area 6)
National Council / AMC/ FAC / SOC Meetings
Main Conference Day – Gala Dinner.
Open Day
Armed Forces Day - Salisbury
Open Day
Area 3 Meeting - Portsmouth
Area 5 Quarterly - Rayleigh
FAC
AMC
Open Day
National Council Meeting - UJC
Biennial Parade - Whitehall
Area 4 Meeting - Weymouth
Open Day
Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich
FAC
AMC
Area 3 Meeting - Gosport
National Council Meeting

2020
29 Feb

Area 3 Meeting - Netley

D’ye hear there’.....
News from around the Areas and Branches......
This Month Featuring……..

RNA Llandudno
RNA Roydon
RNA Riders
RNA Tyne
RNA Chard
RNA Huntingdon
RNA Newport
RNA Peterborough and District Branch
RNA Helston
Area 4
RNA Basildon
RNA Plymouth

RNA Llandudno Branch
At their first meeting of 2019 RNA Llandudno
Branch celebrated the anniversary of their Fiftieth
year in commission, Llandudno Branch of the RNA
held a 'Presentation Evening' to award 'Certificates
of Appreciation' to those members who have given
meritorious service to our Branch and the
Association. Five Certificates were awarded to
Shipmates Tony Shaw (Standard Bearer),
Ray Lingwood (Vice Chairman), Anne Gibson
(Welfare), Sarah Roberts and Sue Duncan.

The Branch has applied to the local authority for permission to
erect a 'Naval' themed memorial in a prominent position to
commemorate and celebrate their fiftieth anniversary and the
contribution made by members over these years to the RNA,
the Naval Service and the local community. This and other
anniversary events will hopefully make 2019 a memorable
year.
The photo show Standard Bearer, Shipmate Tony Shaw
receiving his 'Certificate of Appreciation' from Chairman Sally
Jones and above right, Shipmates from RNA Llandudno with award recipients.

RNA Tyne Branch
John Curtis, a long-standing Associate and Committee member of
RNA Tyne, was recently presented with his new blazer badge to
accompany his Certificate of Appreciation by Branch Chairman,
Keith Scholefield.

RNA Roydon Branch
In November last year Roydon branch was granted £250
towards the costs of transport etc to attend a special
remembrance service at the Tabor Academy in Braintree.
Representing the RNA as the only branch to be invited, also in
attendance were the Lord Lieutenant of Essex, plus many highranking service personnel, as well as veterans and serving
members. The pupils of the Academy were very involved, and
every pupil attended the actual service which was very moving
with the theme being ‘When the Guns Fell Silent’. On completion
of the service lunch and refreshments were provided which was
appreciated by the Shipmates.
The photo shows the backdrop for the service which was set up
by the pupils, a wreath was laid on behalf of the RNA.

2 Area
Area 2 Paraded there Standard at
the area AGM held at the Sidcup
Branch.
Committee, Delegates, and
Members were then treated to a
Supper dance.

RNA Riders Branch
The RNA Riders held their first Committee meeting of 2019 and welcomed John (Whisky) Walker
who was co-opted onto the Committee. It was a very
cold day at Junction 38 on the M6 but no snow that
day!
Planning took place for the first AGM which will be
kindly hosted by RNA Tamworth at their Club in
Tamworth, Staffordshire. This is planned for
Saturday 16 March 2019 with the AGM at 12.00
noon.
In addition to the AGM and Branch meeting, there
will be social activities including a ride-out to visit the
National Arboretum.
For further information about the Branch or the
arrangements for the AGM, please visit our website
www.ridersrna.org.uk or contact Alan Johnson, our
Treasurer, at rnaridertreas@gmail.com

RNA Chard Branch
S/M Dick Moon the Chard PRO reports from deepest Somerset……………
Valentines Day evening entertainment for Chard Branch saw
22 members entertained by the RN Presentation Team when
they attended the branch's first social event of the year. The
team of three were welcomed by the Branch Chairman S/M
Paula Moon who on welcoming the team handed over to
Commander Simon Rogers to introduce his team. .
The team gave an excellent, professional and in-depth vision
of the current day Royal Navy and all three members of the
team were excellent in delivering their pre-prepared
presentation and providing ad-hoc responses to the
many questions raised by their veterans and associate
members of the Branch.
All in all, a very entertaining and informative evening well
worth booking a visit from them for other branches who
tend to hold social evenings.

RNA Huntingdon Branch
On Wednesday 6th February 2019, shipmates
of Huntingdon & District Branch held their
annual general meeting.
One of the branch officials due to stand down
as Treasurer was away working in the
Netherlands. In what we believe to be a first for
the RNA, S/M Pete Aston ‘dialled’ in to the
meeting via Facebook messenger to ensure he
was able to take part with the rest of the
branch. The wonders of modern technology
worked very well and we shall be using it again
for the next few meetings that Pete is unable to attend.
As for our branch officials, the Chairman and Treasurer were re-elected for another two years
(well done S/Ms Bill Small and Pete Aston), and we
elected a new Welfare Advisor, S/M Martin Girvan.
S/M Karl Webb stood down as branch President to
enable him to concentrate more on his duties as
branch Secretary, PRO and webmaster, but also
due to his work as a town councillor increasing as he
gets more involved in the community. S/M Karl
Webb nominated S/M Victor Lucas as the new
branch President, all shipmates were in favour and
Victor was duly elected, BZ Victor. Finally, as a mark
of appreciation from the branch, S/M Karl Webb was
made a Life Vice President of the branch.
(Photographs show S/Ms Bill Small and Karl Webb with S/M Pete Aston ‘dialling in’, and S/M
Victor Lucas taking over as the new branch President from S/M Karl Webb.)
RNA Newport Branch
National Chairman Shipmate Keith Ridley was
recently invited to visit his ‘homeland’ and more
specifically RNA Newport in South Wales.
Branch Chairman, S/M Ken Lowe can be seen
welcoming S/M Keith and presented a gift to honour
the occasion. The visit is described in detail in
‘Chairman’s Dit’ at the beginning of the Circular.
( Editor Note - Sadly I have to report that some
scurrilous Shipmates have suggested that he has
only started calling himself Welsh and taken to
visiting Welsh Branches since the Severn Bridge
charge was removed!)

RNA Peterborough and District

Shipmates from Peterborough Branch called
on Branch member George Hockney BEM at
his 100th Birthday celebration
The picture opposite shows S/M George with
his gift from the City of Peterborough, a glass
tankard engraved with the City Crest, with
Members of the Peterborough and District
Branch. From left, shipmates Paul Godfrey
(Chairman), John Lallyette (Secretary), Chris
Goode, Dave Clements (PRO) and John
Fox. John is also the Deputy Mayor of
Peterborough and presented George with his
gift on behalf of the Mayor.
George celebrated his 100th birthday on 3rd January 2019. As a life member, this significant
milestone could not be ignored and members of the Branch visited George to offer their
congratulations and best wishes. Armed with the necessary birthday cake and an essential bottle
of Pussers, we all celebrated the occasion with George and joined him for the inevitable Tot, or
two! His career in the Royal Navy started on 2nd October 1939 when George signed up as an
Engine Room Artificer (ERA) on a 12-year engagement.
War service saw him involved in the North Sea convoys, the Norway campaign, the Malta
convoys and U Boat hunting in the Atlantic among other little ‘jollies’. His ships included the
Auckland (sloop), Caledon (cruiser) Easton (destroyer) among others.
Later in the war George found himself in Benghazi as Chief base engineer. Although being
heavily involved in setting up the base, and his service to date, he must have done a remarkable
job because in August 1944 George received notification that he had been awarded the British
Empire Medal (Military), and as his citation read, ‘for zeal and wholehearted devotion to duty’.
During his time in Benghazi George also became involved with the salvage of the SS
Samsylarna…… but then that’s another story in the life of this remarkable man.
George is a resident at Park House nursing home in Peterborough and Staff there had previously
hosted a special party for George and his family to celebrate his birthday. An article about
George appeared in the Peterborough Telegraph under the title ‘A decorated war veteran has
celebrated his 100th birthday with family and friends’.
(100 x BZ George from the Central Office Team. Best wishes and many Congratulations on
your century!)

RNA Helston Branch
Shipmates from Helston Branch attended a Service recently to commemorate the 75th
Anniversary loss of HMS Warwick in February 1944 at Ordinary Seaman Ronald Neale’s grave in
Penzance Cemetery. Shipmates attending were
led by Branch Chairman George Scott, Vice
Chairwoman Josie Locke and S/Ms Alec Willet
(Standard Bearer), Peter Brooke and Joe Locke.
The Service was conducted by Joe Locke with the
words penned by his brother Keith whom is in the
church at Skegness. Standard Bearer Alec Willet
dipped the Colours after S/M Peter Brooke piped
the still followed by a two minutes silence in respect
of the loss off the other 65 Ships’ Company. On
completion a wooden cross was placed in front of
the headstone for the loss of Ronald’s shipmates to
mark the 75th Anniversary of the of HMS Warwick .
The rain held off and after the service S/M Peter called “Up spirits” and all three of them shared a
tot with Ronald as his ‘pussers’ was gently poured near his headstone.
(the photo above shows L to R – Shipmates George, Alec, Peter and Joe)

4 Area
Shipmate Ben Cartwright has very kindly forwarded a report on the 4 Area Standard Bearers
Competition which was held in Bridgewater.
Having travelled to Bridgwater for the previous three
Sundays for the training and practice sessions under the
mentoring of the Area Ceremonial Officer Malcom Day,
the Competition for the Open and Closed Competitions
took place on Sunday 24th March 2019 at the Sea
Cadets Headquarters at Bridgwater.
Unfortunately, this year there were only four competitors
but the competition was very tightly fought for. It was
good to welcome Jerry Fleming from Liskeard Branch
who joined us for a practice session and then took part
in his first competition. It would be super if more
branches from the Area attended. 15 years ago the competition was fought out between 15+
Branches. I would ask all Chairs and their Committees to consider backing their Standard Bearer
and/or his/her Deputy should they wish to attend.
Firstly, the three judges, Charles H Thompson, Tony Seal and Joy Haskins (a former winner
herself in 2003) inspected the Competitors and points were awarded for the smartness and
cleanliness of their dress and personal kit and on the condition and cleanliness of their
Standards.
After a short break the competitors carried out a set routine of drills (as laid down in the Guide to
Ceremonial) to prove their skills in marching at both the quick and slow times, and in the

controlling of the Standard during the drill movements. Marks being awarded by the judges after
each stage. Once all competitors had completed their ‘runs’ the scores were totted up and
scrutinised.
The results being;
1st place and Area Standard Bearer
2nd place and Deputy Area Standard Bearer
3rd place
4th place

Ben Cartwright, Portland Branch
Mike Morton, Bridgwater Branch
Dennis Mathews, Dorchester Branch
Jerry Fleming, Liskeard Branch

The cups were presented by the Area Chairman,
Ron Burdekin.
The day concluded with a light finger buffet and
beverages provided by our ladies and ourselves.
A draw was held with the proceeds being donated
to Bridgwater Sea Cadets for the use of their
building.
Ben Cartwright
President and Area Standard Bearer
Portland Branch RNA
RNA Basildon Branch

At Basildon Branch AGM in February Shipmate John Kingsley was voted
'Shipmate of the Year' for all of his outstanding hard work throughout 2018.
However, not only is he the Branch Treasurer but he is also the Standard
Bearer, as well. BZ John from all the branch members a very worthy winner.

RNA ‘Young Salts’ Skiing Interest Group
The General Secretary has already been busy recruiting. He has persuaded ‘press ganged’ 5
new HQ Roll Members. They were attending
the annual RN Skiing competition, exodus to
Tignes in France and have formed the ‘RNA
Young Salts’ Interest Group (IG).
Astonishingly the managed a second place in
the Club Team Slalom in between Apres Ski!
The photo shows the Young Salts, all ex
Captains RN. They are Shipmates Craig
Mearns, Rod Ashman, Mike Burningham and
the GS (missing is teammate S/M Carl Lios).

RNA Plymouth Branch
A Gentle Reminder from Social Sec Sue ……………..Only 10 Months till Trafalgar Dinner….
Plymouth Branch are holding their 12th Biennial Trafalgar Weekend 2019 at the ‘The Livermead
House Hotel’, Torquay on the weekend 11th to 13th
October 2019. The branch would like to invite
shipmates to join them.
“An exceptional weekend, fine cuisine at an
outstanding venue”
Bed, Breakfast, Evening Meal with a formal Saturday
Night. 3 nights £190, 2 nights £130, I night £65.
Deposit £20 (non- returnable). Balance August 2019.
Details from: Sue Gutteridge (Social Sec)
suzanne5571@virginmedia.com or T. (01752)
849176

CROSSED THE BAR – Celebrating a life well lived
Cyril Carrier
John Hume
Cyril Carrier - Sheffield Branch
It is with great sadness that the City of Sheffield Branch reports that Shipmate Cyril Carrier,
Crossed the Bar on the 22nd December 2019.
Cyril joined the Sheffield branch in February 1985 and was an active and regular member until ill
health kept him at home. He started his Naval career in November 1942 until his discharge in
October 1946. He served on a variety of ships and establishments including Duke, Drake, Tyne
and Devonshire. Sadly, Cyril passed away just before Christmas, but his funeral was very well
attended on a very cold and wet day by his family and friends. Sheffield Branch will miss his
unmistakeable presence at our Branch meetings and Social nights.
R.I.P. SHIPMATE
John Hume - Llandudno Branch
Llandudno Branch bid farewell to the last of their long serving and respected WW2 Veterans after
Shipmate John Hume 'Crossed the Bar' aged 93.
John whose father was awarded the DCM and MM in
WW1 was originally from Belfast. He joined the Royal
Navy in 1943 and served in the Pacific Fleet in WW2
in HMS Victorious. During his 22 years in the Fleet Air
Arm he had also served as a Chief Petty Officer
Instructor at HMS Ganges. A good representation from
the Branch travelled to Cheshire to pay their respects,
the service (taken by an ex Royal Marines Officer)
fittingly paid tribute to his Naval Career.

RNA Members Benefits
UK Holiday Group /CONA Holiday Service
• Variety of special deals for both Groups and Individuals. 1% of turnover thorough CONA
Holiday Service is returned to the RNA. http://www.royal-navalassociation.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
Coleman/Ansvar Insurance
• Discounted Branch and House hold Insurance - 01323 744149
http://bit.ly/RNACona
Funeral Service
• Significant discount form Co-op Funeral Service – contact Central Office.
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard

•

RNA member entry just £10 plus four guest at £10 each provides access to the all
attractions including the Submarine Museum, RM Museum and Explosion!.

Legal Services
Free 30 minute legal advice with Coffin Mew.
armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk 0800 827168

Breakdown Service
•
RAC Breakdown and recovery service
asec@arno.org.uk or 0207 4025231

Organisers of Reunions should be aware the CONA
Travel will match or better any other ‘like for like’
Reunion/Group Trips bookings so why not give them an
opportunity to impress you. 0844 264 2122
conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk

•

Discounts on a large range of new Cars www.motorfinity.uk/rna

Shortcast
Note from the CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) Secretary I would be very grateful if organisers of reunions would oblige me by obtaining a quote
from the CONA Travel Service, who will not be beaten on like for like price. CONA Travel
Service donate 1% of their CONA business back into the Conference totalling to date
£2,400 which provides funds to assist members Associations. Oh and by the way their
service is first class as well.

HMS Loch Fada F390
HMS Loch Fada Association F390 will hold their 22nd
Reunion & AGM at the Cedar Court Hotel, Huddersfield from
11 to 15 April 2019. This will be our 3rd 4 day reunion after
the great successes of our 1st two.
Friday Coach outing to ‘Last of the Summer Wine’ country
Saturday 1030 AGM & 1830 Reunion Dinner Sunday Coach outing to York
Bookings & Arrangements are being made through IofW Tours; email iowtours.com Tel 01983
405116 or F390.sec11@virginmedia.com or F390 Sec, 91 Ayling Lane, Aldershot, Hants GU11
3ND
Reunion of HMS Submarines Walrus and Orpheus
Sat 02 Mar 2019 commencing at 1700. Contact Rob Hillman
rob.from.ash@ntlworld.com or Walrus Fb page.

Nelsons Bar Gosport

Fri 08/ Sun 10
Mar 2019

Prince of Wales
Southport

Royal Naval Communications Association, ReUnion w/end, A.G.M. and Dinner Dance,
Friday 8th to Sunday 10th March 2019, venue The
Prince of Wales, Southport. For more information
see our website www.rnca.org or contact the Sec.
Carl Beeson, 07807 347509, secretary@rnca.info

Sun 07 Apr 2019 Royal Naval Auxiliary Service

The Last Anchor
Ipswich Suffolk

Fri 12th Apr
2019

HMS Newfoundland, Kenya, Ceylon and Gambia
veterans.

Queens Hotel
Blackpool.

Fri 12th Apr
2019

Loch Class Frigates Association

Tillington Hall Hotel
Stafford

Fri 12th Apr
2019

H.M.S. Decoy Association

Eastbourne

Fri 12th Apr
2019

H.M.S. Ganges Association

Gunton Hall near
Lowestoft

2nd Midlands Diesel Boat Reunion at Leicester
Senior Service Club on Saturday the 13th April

Leicester Senior
Service Club

Sat 13 Apr 2019

2019. 1900 to 2300. It's a great venue and great
time was had by all last year. The Club is only 2
miles from the centre of Leicester. Lots of
accommodation available in the Hotel Campanile
which is recommended. It is the closest and
cheapest. All are a short taxi ride to the club. The
club may provide a small buffet like last year. The
club will still open for its own members.
There will also be a DTS at 1200 in The Corn
Exchange, Market place. LE1 5GG on the
Saturday lunch time. Please contact Ralph at;
ralph23457@gmail.com mobile: 07426 246823

Fri 26th Apr
2019

Royal Navy Safety Equipment & Survival
Association

Fri 10th May
2019

H.M.S. Tenby Association

Hotel Collingwood,
Bournemouth

10-13 May 2019

Bulwark, Albion and Centaur (BAC) Reunion
weekend. Contact
michael.noonan1@ntlworld,com

Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea

Fri 17th May
2019

Federation of Naval Associations (FNA)

Suncliff Hotel,
Bournemouth

Fri 7th Jun 2019

Fleet Air Arm Buccaneer Association

Royal Court Hotel
Coventry

Sat 7th Sep
2019

847 NAS HMS SIMBANG 69 - 71 Association
cliff.jones1948@gmail.com

Aztec Hotel Bristol

Fri 20/23 Sep
2019

HMS Ulster Reunion in Torquay. Details can be
TLH Toorak Hotel,
found at Torquay
https://www.candoo.com/ulsternorrie/reunions.html.

Fri 20 /22 Sep
2019

RNCCA Reunion (50th Anniversary) –

Aztec Hotel Bristol

gordon.parkes7@btinternet.com

Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea

RNCCA (50th Anniversary) Annual Reunion,
Dinner Dance and AGM. Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea, Hants
honsec@rncca.org.uk
<mailto:honsec@rncca.org.uk>

Fri 04 Oct 2019

HMS Lowestoft Association

Royal Beach Hotel
Southsea

Fri 04 Oct 2019

HMS Troubridge (Final Commission 66/69)

Adelphi Liverpool

Fri 04-7 Oct
2019

HMS Ajax & River Plate Veterans Association 2019 Holiday Inn Coniston,
Reunion.
Sittingbourne, Kent

Annual reunion for all who served on WW2 cruiser
and F114 frigate.
All are welcome including wives/partners/guests
AGM, Up Spirits & Gala Dinner on Saturday
Visit Chatham Historical Dockyard on Sunday
Book through Isle of Wight Tours enquires@iowtours.com
or
Contact Malcolm Collis malcolm.collis@gmail.com
Fri 25/Mon 28th
Oct 2019

The Survey Ships Association will be holding
its twenty fifth reunion at the Mecure Chester
North, Woodhey House Hotel Cheshire. From
the W/E Friday 25th October – Monday 28th
October 2019.
For information on membership and reunion
please send a SAE to:
The Secretary SSA 16 Quay Ostend Cliff Park
Great Yarmouth Norfolk NR31 6TP.
E mail: secretary@surveyships.org.uk Phone
number 07974156996

Mercure Chester North

Sat 09 Nov 2019 Fisgard Association AGM and Lunch

Portsmouth, RMC

Sun 1st Dec
2019

Trip to South America

H.M.S. Ajax & River Plate Veterans
malcolm.collis@gmail.com

Swinging the Lamp – March 2019
The RNA is grateful to the History Press for allowing us to publish a
small selection from the RN Day by Day. If you would like to read
more it can be purchased from - The History Press and is priced £60
ISBN 978 0 7509 8266 5

Date

Year

Entry

1st

1983

First male admitted to QARNNS.

2nd

1783

3rd

1807

4th

1850

Resistance captured the French Coquette
8 miles N.W. of Grand Turk Island, West Indies
The squadron under Vice-Admiral Sir John Duckworth engaged the
Dardanelles forts on the return passage from Constantinople.
Medea, with a party from Hastings, captured thirteen pirate junks in
Mirs Bay, Hong Kong.

5th

1944

6th

1993

7th

1797

8th

1808

9th

1940

10th
11th

1761
1854

12th

1917

13th

1672

14th

1779

15th

1865

16th

1905

17th

1800

18th

1799

19th

1813

20th

1707

21st

1807

22nd

1903

23rd

2002

24th

1387

Swordfish F/816 (Chaser) sank U-366 off northern Norway. Convoy
RA 57.
Retirement of CPO W. Price, last of the ‘promised men’ who joined
the RN in 1948 and in1970 were guaranteed employment until
age65. He served for twenty-two years at the RN Detention
Quarters, Portsmouth.
Alcmene captured the French privateer Surveillant and her prize 30
miles S.W.of Mizen Head.
St Fiorenzo (38) captured the French Piedmontaise (40) S. of Cape
Comorin, India. Battle Honour: Piedmontoise 1808.
Kelly rammed Gurkha and made the signal: ‘Have been hit by mine
or torpedo: am uncertain which ,to which the latter responded‘ That
was not mine but me’.
Ripon (60) fought the French Achille (64)60 miles W. of Ushant.
First RN steam f leet sailed for operations,Fifteen ships left
Spithead for the Baltic under Admiral Napier.
Privet (Q 19) sank U-85 24 miles S. by E. of Start Point. Privet sank
next day in Plymouth Sound. Salvaged.
Continuation of Holmes’ action. Capture of the Dutch Klein
Hollandia and five merchantmen. All this happened before war had
been declared, and may have been intended to provoke it.
Rattlesnake captured the French privateer Frelon de Dunkerque 12
miles N.W. of Le Havre.
Armoured corvette Pallas launched at Woolwich Dockyard. First
ship designed primarily as a ram and the first warship to have
compound engines.
Foundation stone of St Nichola’s church, Devonport, laid by Admiral
of the Fleet Sir Edward Seymour, in his last public duty as C-in-C
Plymouth. An ‘oaken chest’ containing The Times and the Plymouth
newspapers was placed beneath the foundation stone
Queen Charlotte (100) blew up at Leghorn. Lord Keith’s flagship;
673 lost out of 829.
Queen Charlotte (100) blew up at Leghorn. Lord Keith’s flagship;
673 lost out of 829.
Boats of Apollo and Cerberus destroyed four vessels, a battery and
a tower 3 miles N.W. of Porto di Monopoli
Resolution attacked by six French ships and run ashore near
Genoa. turned by her own people on the following day to avoid
capture.
Capture of Aboukir Castle and then of Alexandria, Egypt by forces
under General Frazer. Ships under Capt Sir Sidney Smith: Tigre,
Apollo, Wizard.
Caspar John born at 18 Fitzroy Street, London; future admiral of the
fleet and first naval aviatorto become First Sea Lord (1960–3). Son
off Augustus John, painter.
Commandant-General Royal Marines Maj-Gen Rob Fry, as
COMUKAMPHIBFOR assumed role of UK Maritime Component
Commander in Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan/Gulf
Area. The first time a RM officer exercised command of RN and
coalition maritime forces on operations.
The tenth Earl of Arundel captured nearly the whole of a FrancoBurgundian merchant fleet

25th
26th

1675
1814

27th

1943

28th

2006

29th

1681

30th

1798

31st

1804

Mary, first Royal Yacht, wrecked off Skerries.
Hannibal captured the French Sultane30 miles S.S.E. of Lizard
Head.
Laforey and Blyskawica (Polish) carried out a feint landing and
bombardment near Cape serrat.
The last Sea Harrier FA2 squadron, 801 NAS,paid off at RNAS
Yeovilton, having completedoperational flying on 9 March.
Adventure and Calabash engaged the Algerine Golden Horse 25
miles S.W. of Cape de Gata. S.coast of Spain: she surrendered to
Nonsuch. Battle Honour: Golden Horse 1681.
Cambrian captured the French privateer Pontde Lodi 400 miles
S.W. of the Scilly Isles
Boats of Beaver and Scorpion cut out the Dutch Athalante in Vlie
Road, Netherlands.Battle Honour: Athalante 1804.

Delegate to Annual Conference 2019 St Neots
Branch secretaries should note the following before submitting their application.
(a) Each Branch which has complied with Rule 16(c), (No Branch shall be permitted to
send a delegate to the Conference unless it has observed the regulations of the
Association in regard to the return of balance sheets, the payment of subscriptions and
the formation of Branches. This provision has no application to the right of, and
expectation for, ships and establishments to send a delegate to the Conference.) but
subject to Rule 10(c), (Associate members are eligible to act as a Branch Delegate at
Area meetings and Conferences, provided that they have completed three years
continuous membership of the Association immediately prior to election as Delegate)
and has been in commission for at least three months by the date of a Conference
shall be entitled to nominate one eligible Association Member as its Delegate to attend
a Conference.
(a) Each Branch nominating a Delegate shall send details to the Council to arrive
not less than one week before the date of Conference. A Branch may change its
nominated Delegate provided the Council is notified not less than twenty-four hours
before the Conference.
Branch

Area

Name of Delegate
Car registration

Passenger Name

Delegate’s Address

Telephone No

Post Code

e-mail
Number of Observers
Name of Branch Hon
Secretary
Contact telephone No:
(if not branch Hon Sec)
Contact e-mail address
Name and Address for
correspondence
(if not branch Hon Sec)
NB: A Delegate will not be confirmed as such unless or until the Branch Balance Sheet for 2018 and Annual
Subscriptions for Branch Members for 2019 have been received in RNA Headquarters (Rule 12 C). Should either not
have been received in HQ, the Delegate's Status will be deemed to be that of an Observer.

A letter confirming a delegate’s attendance will be sent prior to Conference. This letter should be
brought to Conference to confirm eligibility to be a Delegate. There will be NO additions to the
delegate list on the day. If you have not received confirmation one month before Conference
please call Nigel on 023 9272 3747

1st Quarter 2019
ADVICE AREA

SUBJECT

Consumer

Scams

Consumer

Loyalty penalties

Consumer

Switching energy
provider

Debt

Overdraft fees

Benefits

Universal Credit
(UC)

Benefits

PIP Appeals

Benefits

State Pension Age

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Martin Lewis from MoneySavingExpert.com announced
Citizens Advice will set up a Scams Action project to
protect consumers, and there’ll be a scam advert
reporting tool on Facebook. The TV Licence scam has
been particularly widespread. Separately a ban on
pension cold-calling has come in to effect.
The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA)
announced that consumers are suffering significant
loyalty penalties and made recommendations in 5
different markets. The most common loyalty penalties
are in mobile phone contracts, TV and broadband.
Many people are switching away from the ‘Big 6’ energy
providers. It’s one of the easiest ways to save money.
Citizens Advice’s price comparison website is excellent.
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) is planning to
ban unarranged overdraft fees. It has launched a
consultation.
Across the UK all new claims are now for UC. The
migration of legacy benefits to UC has been slowed. For
‘mixed age’ couples where only 1 is over State
Retirement Age new UC claims will be much less than in
the previous benefit system. If you have UC problems
please contact us.
Personal Independence Payment (PIP) benefit appeals
can now be done online in England and Wales. SAIL
can help with all benefit appeals.
As of October 2018 the State Pension Age for both men
and women is the same, for the first time.

