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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 
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From the General Secretary 

Dear Shipmates, 

Welcome to our November Circular and again I regret I must start 

with sad news.  Our former National President, Admiral Sir 

Desmond Cassidi GCB crossed the bar on 10th October at the 

age of 94.  He was our National President for ten years from 

1987-97 having retired from the RN in 1985 as Commander-in-

Chief Naval Home Command.  This after a career spanning 

some 47 years as he joined the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth 

in 1938 aged just 13.  Our current National President, Vice 

Admiral John McAnally, will represent the RNA at the funeral 

where both the National Standard and local Area Standards will 

be paraded in respect.  For those reading on line, The Times 

obituary is here https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/admiral-sir-

desmond-cassidi-obituary-z2j0gv3jc 

Continuing the theme, an announcement has been made for a Memorial Service for Sir Donald 

Gosling in Westminster Abbey on 12th December.  If you wish to attend, the link for the 

application form for tickets can be found in Article 1 below.  Again, the National President, 

National Chairman and General Secretary will attend to represent the Association. 

This has been Trafalgar season and my wife Anne and I have very much enjoyed the hospitality 

of several Branches over the last couple of weeks.  It started in Torquay hosted by the Plymouth 

Branch which was an infinitely more enjoyable experience than the rugby I watched the following 

day in Dartmouth as Japan put Scotland to the sword at the rugby world cup!  The following week 

we were in Chichester as guests of the Selsey Branch swiftly followed by a trip to Dublin for their 

Branch’s Trafalgar Dinner in the splendid Royal Irish Yacht Club in Dun Laoghaire. More rugby 

failure the following day, this time in the shape of Ireland’s defeat to the All Blacks – Dublin did 

what it does best…..drink more Guinness!  Thank you to all of those Branches; I never knew 

Trafalgar could be so much fun! 

I should also thank Shep Woolley and his 

‘Ansom Lads band of musical seadogs for 

his kind invitation to his highly entertaining 

concert in the Square Tower.  This was the 

story of Trafalgar told in a more light-hearted 

and musical vein and, as you can imagine 

with Shep at the helm and Frenchmen in the 

rigging (the gallery) the musical sparring was 

very amusing.  Although, I’m not entirely 

sure that Serge Gainsbourg’s  Je t’aime was 

of the period!  Those little exhalations of 

joy…..well let’s just say it wasn’t just funny…. 

I was damn nearing wetting myself! 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/admiral-sir-desmond-cassidi-obituary-z2j0gv3jc
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/admiral-sir-desmond-cassidi-obituary-z2j0gv3jc


Last weekend also saw the finals of the World Uckers Championship at the Explosion Museum 

where I’m proud to report, my partner Andy and I reached the quarter-finals.  This sounds 

fantastic but what this actually means is that we got through the first round and were knocked out 

in the next.  The sad truth is, the current organisers have had some difficulty in creating the 

interest in this event so they have approached us in the RNA to take over the management of the 

competition.  Clearly, we are happy to do this and we can make something of this across the 

Branches and Areas next year.  With Pussers onboard as sponsors it’s a real opportunity to 

integrate with the serving navy too.  More to follow….. 

Meanwhile, at sea, both carriers continue their trials package; PRINCE OF WALES is in home 

waters cracking on with contractor’s sea trials which I hear are going well.  Indeed, everyone is 

hoping she might get into Portsmouth a little earlier to allow her time to prep for her 

Commissioning in early December.  And, I’m glad to say that we have manage to get tickets for 

the Commissioning for the sons and daughters of some of the men who were lost when the last 

PoW was sunk by the Japanese 

on 10 December 1941.  QUEEN 

ELIZABETH is also achieving 

much off the Eastern seaboard of 

the US where she is using British 

jets to achieve the operational 

element of the First of Class 

Fixed Wing Flying Trials.  The 

picture to the left was taken on 

15 Oct 10 and shows the first 

ever take off by a British F-35 

Lightning from the QE.  

Looking ahead, we are now in the Remembrance season, and I look forward to seeing many of 

you at the Field of Remembrance and at the Cenotaph.  Remember that we have sandwiches 

and chips in the darts room of the Civil Service Club after the parade.   

Some Parish notices: 

• There are important forms on the attached file for: 

o Branch motions for next year’s Conference with a deadline of 14 February 2020.  

Get them in the post along with your Valentine’s cards! 

o NCM and DNCM election forms for Areas 1,3,4,5,10 and 

12, deadline 14 February. 

o Nomination forms for Standing Orders Committee. 

• Diaries are in and Nigel is awaiting your orders, same for the 

Christmas cards that are already selling well – order forms 

attached. 

• Also, if you’re looking for a stocking filler for an old shipmate, 

how about the splendid D-Day 75 Souvenir Brochure now selling 

at 50% discount at £5 each.  

 

Best wishes from the Central Office Team,  Bill  



1.   Vice Admiral Sir Donald Gosling KCVO – Service of Thanksgiving  

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life and work of Sir Donald Gosling KCVO will be held in 
Westminster Abbey at Noon on Wednesday 11th December 2019.  To apply for tickets, please 
email Mrs Nicky Lee on nicky.lee855@mod.gov.uk  who will then organise tickets & seating with 
the Abbey Events team.  Tickets will be despatched by early December.  When applying for 
tickets please include details on whether you are serving or retired and what rank/rate you 
hold/held.  
 
Applications should also include address to which the tickets are to be sent.  For any specific 
questions about this Service, please contact Commander Al Murray Royal Navy on 
al.murray928@mod.gov.uk  or by phone on either 07985 732763 or 02392 573076. 
 

2. RNVC Series –   Colour Sergeant John Prettyjohns VC Royal Marines 

   
 
John Prettyjohns was born in Buckfastleigh Devon on 11 June 
1823.  He joined the RM on 10 June 1844 as a private in 59 
Company, Plymouth Division.    
 
Joining HMS Bellerophon in November 1850 the ship eventually 
arrived in the Mediterranean and after promotion to Corporal 
saw action at Sevastopol during the Crimea Campaign and was 
awarded the Victoria Cross. 
 

He was Gazetted on 24 February 1857 for an action that took 
place on 5 November 1854 at the Battle of Inkerman.  His 
commendation appeared in the London Gazette 24 February 
1857  

 
A letter from the Royal Marines Deputy Adjutant General, Colonel Wesley wrote the letter below 
describing his actions  

HMS Agamemnon, Crimea  

On 5th November 1854 at the Battle of Inkerman, Corporal Prettyjohn's platoon went to clear out 
some caves which were occupied by snipers. In doing so they used up almost all of their 
ammunition, and then noticed fresh parties of Russians creeping up the hill in single file. Corporal 
Prettyjohn gave instructions to his men to collect as many stones as possible which they could 
use instead of ammunition. When the first Russian appeared, he was seized by the corporal and 
thrown down the slope. The others were greeted by a hail of stones and retreated. 
 

He was promoted to Sergeant in January 1856 and embarked on HMS Sans Pareil for Hong 
Kong on 12 March 1857and then promoted to Colour-Sergeant on 29 April, and on 26 June a VC 
was sent to the Admiralty and despatched to China for presentation.  

He was discharged on 16 June 1865 after 21 years and 6 days service - 16 years 94 days of 
which were spent at sea or abroad.  

He retired to the Greater Manchester area, and became a Golf Club steward at Whalley Range 
Bowling Club, Albert Road, Withington, Lancashire. He died on 20 January 1887 at Chorlton 
upon Medlock, Lancashire and is buried in the Southern Cemetery, Manchester 
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3.     The World ‘Uckers’ Championship  
 
 
All you; six-throwing, timbershifting, 
snake-eyes all out, Uckers players will 
be aware that the 2019 Uckers World 
Championships took place at the 
Explosion Museum in Gosport on 
Saturday 26 October 2019. 
 
The Royal Naval Association was 
represented by RNA General 
Secretary ‘ Eight Piece’ Oliphant and 
Ops Manager ‘Six throwing 
Barsteward’ Christie.   
 
Bill and Andy didn’t let the 
organisation down though by winning 
their first-round match.  Sadly, they 
got the heave-ho in their next game when Andy did not live up to his Uckers name! 
 
The photo opposite shows them in action. Note there was no ‘Ludo tactics’ played in this game….    
 
Stop Press Breaking News… Stop Press Breaking News…. Stop Press Breaking News 
 
Exciting news the 2020 Championships, sponsored by ‘Pussers’ are being organised by the RNA 
so dig out your lucky dice and get practising.  Details of the Uckers spectacular will be released in 
the new year.  So, come on Shipmates if you are sitting at home alone or want to escape your 
better half for a few hours freedom, and haven’t been to an RNA sponsored event why not think 
about it.  It will be great fun meeting shipmates from far and wide. 
 
(Courtesy for Photo – Copywright J P Media Ltd. Picture by Keith Woodland.) 
 
4.  Joke Time – Dead Chickens! 
 

Military scientists from the Royal Navy built a gun specifically to launch dead chickens at the 
windshields of airlines and military jets all travelling at maximum velocity. The idea was to 
simulate the frequent incidents of collisions with airborne fowl to test the strength of the 
cockpit/windshields. 
 
American Military engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it on the windshields of 
their new fighter plane. Arrangements were made, and a gun was sent to the American military. 
When the gun was fired, the American engineers stood shocked as the chicken hurled out of the 
barrel, crashed into the shatterproof cockpit, smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the 
control console, snapped the pilots seat back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back wall of 
the cockpit like an arrow shot from a bow.. 
 
The horrified Americans sent the Royal Navy the disastrous results of the experiment, along with 
the designs of the cockpit and begged the British for suggestions. 
The Royal Navy responded with a one-line memo: 
  
Defrost the chicken. 

 



 
5. Museum Corner   
 
Our grateful thanks go to Shipmate Geoff Apperley, Royston Branch, who very kindly suggested 
that a ‘Museum Corner’ featuring a variety of museum would be welcomed by readers of the 
Semaphore Circular.  So here it is………………..  And guess what Geoff ‘volunteered’ to write an 
article concerning his recent visit to the Royal Naval Patrol Service Museum in Sparrow's Nest 
Gardens, Lowestoft.  
 
Home of Harry Tate’s Navy 

 

On holiday in Lowestoft or nearby? Have an hour or so to spare to 
look back to the days of the Royal Naval Patrol Service (RNPS)? 
Then I recommend a visit to the RNPS Museum in the original 
wartime naval base headquarters buildings of HMS Europa in 
Sparrow's Nest Gardens, Whapload Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR32 1XG. At the start of WWII Lowestoft became the Central 
Depot of the RNPS and HQ was originally known as HMS 
Pembroke X but quickly became known as HMS Europa. THE 
RNPS started with converted fishing drifters and trawlers but 
specially designed minesweepers were soon commissioned.  
 
These small ships were primarily manned by fishermen 
supplemented by Royal Naval Reserve and Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve and were always seen as a Navy within the 

Navy. Hence it’s nicknames of “Harry Tate’s Navy” after an old music hall artist and “Churchill’s 
Pirates”. RNPS was deployed around the world in various roles with some 66,000 men serving in 
6,000 ships by the end of the war. Casualties were 
sadly high with 14,500 killed (22 %!) and 600 ships 
lost clearing mine fields, hunting submarines and 
acting as convoy escorts. 
  
The Museum is located in “The Stannard Room” on 
the first floor with access via a flight of stairs or a new 
lift for disabled access and includes the 'SLOPs' 
shop. The Stannard Room includes a mock-up of a 
wheelhouse and many small exhibits including 
photographs and models of many of the ships of 
RNPS and much war memorabilia such as shields, 
uniforms, flags and personal possessions. The 
photographs illustrate many of the members of RNPS at their various duties, in many parts of the 
world and at various locations in Lowestoft. There’s lots to see and absorb about the brave men 
of this small ships service. The “Europa Room” on the ground floor has 17 boards listing the 
approximate 850 honours won by members of the RNPS during WWII, including a VC won at 
Narvik, along with a list of over 200 'Mentioned in Despatches'. 
 

 

 



What does it cost? It’s free to visit but donations to assist in its 
maintenance will always be gratefully received. The museum is 
generally open throughout the year on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings 09:30 until 12:30 but, as with all volunteer run 
enterprises, advertised opening times cannot always be relied 
on. So, if you are travelling a long distance to visit, it’s 
worthwhile checking in advance whether or not the museum will 
be open and if possible arranging an appointment. Contact the 
Museum online via www.rnpsa.co.uk or email hq@rnpsa.co.uk 
or call 01502 586250. There are many small museums out 
there. Museums such as these deserve our support and are 
often run by small and often dwindling numbers of volunteers 
that your visit will encourage.  
 
Want to see more? The Lowestoft War Memorial Museum is 

adjacent and not far away in the Gardens is the Maritime Museum, both worth a visit perhaps 
after a brew in the Café or Giardino’s in the garden. 
        
 
6. Standard Bearers and Novices Competition  - Heads Up 16 May 2020 
 
Shipmates may wish to make a note in their diaries for the upcoming Standard Bearer 
extravaganza at HMS Collingwood. The excitement is brewing for the 2020 competition….It could 
be your year!  
 
On a serious note, The National Standard Bearers and Novice Standard 
Bearers competition along with the Association of WRNS competition will 
take place at HMS Collingwood on Saturday 16 May 2020 and will the 
same format as recent competitions commencing at 1000 and on 
completion will be followed by a presentation ceremony.   

The National Ceremonial 
Officer, Shipmate Bob 
Coburn is very keen to 
encourage Novice 
Standard Bearers to come 
along and experience the ceremony, camaraderie 
and fun in taking part in this competition.  It is 
hoped they will then move onto to enter the main 
competition and one day become National 
Standard Bearer which is a prestigious role within 
the RNA appearing at Conference, Biennial 
Parade in Whitehall and representing the RNA at 
national and overseas events such as the 

Remembrance Festival in the Royal Albert Hall and other national commemorative events.           
  
So why not give it a go there is plenty of time to practice and lots of Shipmates available to train 
you.   
 
If you are interested please contact Andy at Central Office andy@royalnavalassoc.com 02392 
720782 or the National Ceremonial Officer - Shipmate Bob Coburn   
robertcoburn001@btinternet.com  07810 300383. 
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7. It’s the way I tell’em…….. 
 
One day, very many years ago, long after the great flood waters had died down, God calls down 
to Noah and says, "Noah me old mucker, I want you to make me a new Ark". 
 
Noah replies, "No probs God, me old Supreme Being, anything you want, after all - you're the 
boss... " But God interrupts, "Ah, but there's a catch. This time Noah, I want not just a couple of 
decks, . . I want 20 decks one on top of the other". 
 
"20 DECKS!", screams Noah. "Well, OK oh Supreme One, whatever you say. Should I fill it up 
with all the animals just like last time?"  
"Yep, that's right, well . .. sort of right . . this time I want you to fill it up with fish", God answers. 
"Fish?", queries Noah 
 
God replies; "Yep, fish . . well, to make it more specific Noah, I want Koi carp - wall to wall, floor 
to ceiling - Koi Carp!"   Noah looks to the skies. "OK... my old mate, let me get this right, you want 
a New Ark?"     Yep...".    "With 20 decks, one on top of the other?". 
 
"Correctamundo". 
 
"And you want it full of Carp?".  "Check" 
 
"Why?" asks the perplexed Noah, who was slowly getting increasingly worried about either the 
sanity of God or his own hearing...  "Dunno", says God.... 
 
WAIT FOR IT………………………………. 
 
 
"I just fancied a Multi-Story Carp Ark". 
 
 
Any complaints please go direct to NCM7!   
 
 
8. Dicken Medal Winners - Judy   
 
She saved countless lives, survived sinking ships and spent several years in internment camps – 
so it’s little wonder Judy the dog became one of the most famous and unlikely heroes of the 
Second World War. 

The pure-bred liver and white-coloured pointer 
stole the hearts of the nation in 1945 when 
news of her exploits and time served as an 
official Prisoner of War were revealed to the 
public. She returned to Britain, along with 
thousands of Allied troops, following Victory 
over Japan Day (VJ Day), which is being 
remembered this year on 15 August for the 
70th anniversary. 

Judy was the ship’s mascot on board the 
gunboat HMS Gnat in 1936, part of the defence fleet in the Far East. Animals would often be 

 



adopted by warships as mascots to help with security, pest control and companionship for those 
on board. Initial attempts to train Judy as a gundog for shooting parties ashore were a failure and 
she would often end up falling overboard, forcing the ship to come to a stop to retrieve her. 

But before long Judy proved her worth to the ship’s company. She alerted the sailors to the 
presence of river pirates, who would have done them harm in the darkness, and could point out 
the approach of hostile Japanese aircraft using her superior sense of hearing. 

Judy transferred to the gunboat HMS Grasshopper, which in 1942 was attacked by Japanese 
aircraft forcing all those on board to abandon ship and head to the nearest land – an island in the 
South China Sea. With no fresh water supply to be found, the situation looked grim for the 
survivors of HMS Grasshopper and HMS Dragonfly, another British ship whose sailors ended up 
stranded on the island. But once again, Judy’s instincts saved the lives of her compatriots. 

Leonard Walter Williams, a British 
seaman who served on board HMS 
Grasshopper, recalled his memories of 
Judy in an interview for the Imperial 
War Museum. He said: 

“We landed on the island and naturally 
water was short. Judy was lost one day 
and we couldn’t find her so we went to 
search for her and she had found a 
patch where she dug a big hole and 
she had found fresh water for the 
survivors of the Dragonfly and 
Grasshopper. Judy was a saviour then. 
She was a marvellous life-saver.” 

Judy and the men trekked for hundreds of miles in a bid to reach safety at Padang in Sumatra, 
but missed the last evacuation ship as the Japanese were due to invade the city at any moment. 

At the arrival of the enemy forces, the survivors of the bombing of the Grasshopper were taken 
into custody as Prisoners of War – along with Judy – and taken to a camp in Medan, in North 
Sumatra. 

It was at this camp in Medan in August 1942 that Judy bonded with Leading Aircraftman Frank 
Williams, from Portsmouth. The young British Airman shared his meagre rice ration with Judy and 
from that moment she never left his side. Judy protected Frank and the other Prisoners of War by 
distracting the camp guards when they were dealing out punishment to their captives. 

Later, the Prisoners of War were told they would be heading to Singapore on board the SS Van 
Warwyck – but the Japanese would not allow Judy to board the boat with them and ordered she 
be left behind. 

Leonard Williams, of no relation to Frank, recalled:  “We weren’t going to have that happen. Judy 
had been with us all that time. So we had a sack and we would train her to hop in the sack at a 
given signal and then we would put her on our shoulders. Judy was put in the sack and we 
carried her on board.” 



The next day, on 26 June 1944, the SS Van Warwyck was torpedoed by a British submarine, 
unaware the vessel was being used to transport Allied prisoners of war. Of the estimated 700 
prisoners on board, 500 were killed – but amid the fires and wreckage, Judy emerged unscathed. 

Mr Williams added:  “When we were torpedoed we heeled over and luckily Judy was by a port 
hole. We opened the port hole and Judy was pushed through and she ran down the ship’s side. 
Quite a few of us were lucky to get out at that particular time. A lot of people owe their lives to 
Judy. She was pushing pieces of wood towards people who couldn’t swim.” 

Eventually the survivors swam 
towards a Japanese tanker and 
climbed up the nets on its side. 
Judy too was hauled aboard, but 
the Japanese guards were not 
happy to see the dog, who they 
knew should never have been on 
board the ship. They declared they 
would have her killed as soon as 
they reached land. 

However, as the execution was 
due to take place, the former 
commander of the prisoner of war 
camp they have travelled from in 
Medan intervened. He had taken a 
liking to Judy and to ensure her safety, ordered she be listed as an official Prisoner of War – 
making her protected from execution and eligible for rations. 

Judy was reunited with Frank and remained with him throughout the war, surviving several camp 
moves as well as gunshot wounds, alligator bites and attacks from wild dogs before the 
Japanese surrender in August 1945. 

Once back home in Britain, Judy was met with national adoration. She was presented with the 
PDSA Dickin Medal – known as the animals’ Victoria Cross – which is the highest honour an 
animal can receive. It recognises the bravery and devotion shown by animals serving in time of 
military conflict. 

She received a citation that would make any human soldier, sailor or airman proud. It read: “For 
magnificent courage and endurance in Japanese prison camps, which helped maintain morale 
among fellow prisoners and also saving many lives through intelligence and watchfulness.” 

Judy remained with Frank and died on 17 February 1960. She was buried in Tanzania, where 
Frank was working at the time. As a last tribute to his companion, Frank built a monument at the 
grave and attached a large metal plaque, which records the history of Judy’s life and all her 
daring feats. 

For information the first Dicken Medal was awarded in 1943 by the PDSA and it has since 
conferred 100 animals with this award including dogs, pigeons, horses and a cat!   
 
Photo’s courtesy and credit to PDSA.    

 



RNA Longcast 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2019  

02 Nov  Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich 

08 Nov 2020 Budget Meeting - London 

15 Nov  FAC (London GH) 

16 Nov  AMC (Portsmouth) 

23 Nov Area 3 Meeting - Gosport 

07 Dec National Council Meeting 

  

2020  

18 Jan  4 Area AGM 

01 Feb Area 5 Quarterly/AGM - Harwich 

14 Feb FAC / SOC 

15 Feb AMC 

29 Feb  Area 3 Meeting - Netley 

07 Mar National Council Meeting 

6/9 Mar 4 Area Reunion – Bideford   

10 Apr Good Friday  

13 Apr Easter Sunday  

25 Apr Welfare Seminar – RMC Portsmouth 

02 May  Area 5 Quarterly - Stowmarket 

07 May  RNA Corporate Day - London 

7/10 May  VE Day 75 and Battle of the Atlantic Commemorations in Londonderry 

08 May  Early Spring Bank Holiday (VE Day) 

8/10 May  2020 Battle of the Atlantic Commemorations in Londonderry 

16 May  National Standard Bearers Competition – HMS Collingwood 

16 May 4 Area Quarterly Meeting - Plymouth 

05/07 Jun  National Conference – Liverpool (Area 10) 

05 Jun National Council / AMC/ FAC / SOC  Meetings 

27 Jun  Armed Forces Day - Scarborough 

31 Jul Black Tot Day – 50th Anniversary 

01 Aug Area 5 Quarterly - Norwich 

21 Aug FAC 

22 Aug AMC 

31 Aug  August Bank Holiday 

12 Sep  National Council Meeting 

12 Sep  4 Area Quarterly – Portland  

31 Oct Area 5 Quarterly - Harwich 

20 Nov FAC 

21 Nov AMC 

05 Dec National Council Meeting 

25 Dec  Christmas Day 

26 Dec Boxing Day  



 
 
 

 
D’ye hear there’..... 

 

News from around the Areas and Branches...... 

 
 

This Month Featuring……..  
 
4 Area (1)  
RNA Portland 
RNA Inverness 
RNA Huntingdon 
RNA Dublin 
RNA Plymouth  
RNA Chatham 
RNA St Neots 
RNA Rushden 
Area 4 (2) 
RNA Helston 
RNA Torbay 
RNA Royston  
RNA Letchworth and Hitchin  
 
 
 
4 Area (1) 
 

The 45th Annual Reunion will take place at the Durrant House Hotel, Bideford, Devon, on the 
weekend of the 6th – 9th March 2020. Details can be obtained from S/m Mick Arnold MBE 
at:  mickandjeanarnold@gmail.com 
 
 

RNA Portland Branch 

 
The Portland Branch Trafalgar Night Dinner 2019 was held at the 
Masonic Centre on Portland on Friday 18th October. Over fifty 
Members and guests attended including our Guest of Honour Lt(SCC) 
Rachel Harris, CO of TS Penn. 
 
Before the Loyal Toast was given by S/M Nige Rimell, the 
Toastmaster S/M Tony Seal informed those attending that S/M Alex 
Oswald our Chairman had written to our Patron HM The Queen, 
sending loyal greetings from the Branch. He then read out Her 
Majesty’s reply. 

 

mailto:mickandjeanarnold@gmail.com


 
In response to the Chairman's introduction Rachel gave 
an insight into her involvement in the Sea Cadet Unit, 
and the various activities that the cadets take part in, 
ranging from sailing and boating, band music to the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. 
 
"Hands to Dinner” was piped 
by Ord Cadet George. We 
were then treated to a fine 
meal followed by a selection 

Sea Shanties sung by a group known as The Dorset Wrecks. The 
evening was rounded off with dancing to the music of Mike Walker. 
 

 
 
RNA Inverness Branch 

On the 18th October 2019 the City of Inverness Branch celebrated its 20th Anniversary and held 
their Trafalgar Night Dinner.  

 
This was celebrated in the beautiful surroundings of the Inverness 
Town House with the Provost Helen Carmichael as the host and 
attended by the National President,  Vice-Admiral John McAnally, 
Lt Cdr Mike Bull, Branch Patron and founding Chairman of the 
Branch (and his wife, Judith), Paul Wilson, RMA Inverness 
Chairman (and his wife, Samantha) and Branch Chairman Trevor 
Carnall at the “Top Table”. 
  
Also attending were members 

of other Scottish Area Branches, including Brian MacKenzie 
and his wife, Irene, SA Chairman, Members of the RMA 
Inverness Branch, Councillors, family and guests. 
 
The National President, Vice-Admiral John McAnally, gave his 
usual amusing and entertaining speech and the dinner and 
service by the Town House Staff was excellent, and with 
wonderful company, made the whole evening terrific.  
 
 
RNA Huntingdon Branch 

Thanks to S/m Karl Webb for updating us on 
‘happenings’ in Huntingdon. 
 
On the 15th October, S/M Karl Webb attended the AGM 
and Presentation evening of Huntingdon’s Sea Cadet 
Unit, T.S. Cromwell. Other guests included members of 
St Neots Branch (including the National Chairman, S/M 
Keith Ridley), the Mayors of Huntingdon and 
Godmanchester, and family and friends of the cadet unit. 
A very successful evening highlighting how well the unit 

 

 

 

 

 



has progressed over the past few years since being 
affiliated with Huntingdon RNA (this success was down to 
the unit’s new OC, PO Dee Vinicombe). 
 
Finally, Huntingdon Branch held their annual Trafalgar 
Night Dinner at the Black Bull in Godmanchester. Guests 
included serving members of the RN and RNR, members 
of the RBL, staff from T.S. Cromwell S.C.C. and of course 
Huntingdon Branch shipmates with their family and 
friends. Huntingdon RNA presented a cheque for £600 to 
T.S. Cromwell, this money is usually used to send a sea 
cadet onboard T.S. Royalist for a week, or to put towards equipment for the unit.  

 
Photographs show S/Ms Karl Webb and Keith Ridley with PO 
Dee Vinicombe and the Mayor of Huntingdon, Cllr Steve 
McAdam, as well some pictures from the annual Trafalgar 
Night Dinner. 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

RNA Dublin Branch  

Dublin Branch held their Trafalgar night dinner 

in the Royal Yacht Club on 18 October 2019.  

Guest of Honour was the UK Ambassador, 

Robin Barnett CMG, to Eire.   

His Excellency was joined at the top table by 

the National Chairman, Shipmate Keith Ridley 

and his wife Shipmate Maureen Ridley along 

with General Secretary, Bill Oliphant and Mrs 

Anne Oliphant.   The immortal memory toast 

was made by General Secretary Bill. 

A splendid evening was enjoyed by all 

apparently it was a good ‘craick’……  So 

much so a scurrilous rumour is doing the 

rounds that Pussers had to re-stock direct from Tortolla!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



RNA Plymouth Branch 

Thanks to Shipmate Arthur Gutteridge BEM for this dispatch concerning the Plymouth Branch 
Trafalgar night dinner.  

 
One hundred and thirteen shipmates were seated for Dinner on 
the Saturday evening. The décor was outstanding, solid silver 
ornate displays and fresh flowers on every table, original paintings 
on the walls and a period clock stopped at 4.30 pm. 
 
Honoured Guest S/M Bill Oliphant, RNA General Secretary, 
intently watched by wife Anne delivered an outstanding speech 
about Trafalgar.  Reminding the audience that the most famous 
battle in Naval History still resonates 214 years later.  
 

A ‘Band of Brothers’ met on the Eve of Battle and thanks to an audacious plan by Nelson 
defeated an Enemy far superior in strength.  Leadership that changed the course of History, 
generated by a man only 5 feet 4 inches 
tall, slight and frail, who suffered all the 
prevalent diseases and suffered sea 
sickness.  
Compassionate, revered amongst his 
men, the values he represented are 
timeless.  
 
To complete a notable speech S/m Bill 
proposed a Toast to ‘The Immortal 
Memory’ of Lord Nelson.  
Shipmates stood in traditional silence 
during the Toast before showing their 
appreciation with much applause for 
such an enlightening Speech.  
 

 
S/M Nancy Hill was pleasantly surprised when Bill 
spoke about her dedication to the WRNS Association 
(Member since 1969 & Life Member), SSAFA (Since 
2002) and her valued contribution to Mentoring (Gould 
Division 8yrs) at HMS Raleigh.  
 
S/M Bill duly presented a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’ to 
Nancy amid spontaneous applause.  
 
It was also the ideal opportunity for S/m Bill to mention 
S/M Tony Moy, although absent from the weekend, for 
his significant contribution to Mentoring (Cunningham 
Division 5yrs, Gould Division 5yrs). Tony was also 
awarded a ‘Certificate of Appreciation’.  
 

Over one-hundred Raffle prizes, a full Dance Floor 

completed a memorable Saturday evening. 

 

 

 

 



RNA Liverpool Branch 

Liverpool Branch shipmates travelled to 
Llandudno for a weekend visit and also 
attended a parade.  They are seen 
opposite with the northern minibus, 
which they borrowed for the journey, on 
the promenade next to the Llandudno 
Cenotaph. 
 
A good time was had by all despite it 
being very wet which sadly saw them 
seek shelter in a local hostelry.  After 
the Parade of course!. 
 
The picture shows from right to left,  
Brian Smith ( Treasurer ) John Anderson ( Chairman ) Val Rutter , Cliff Longfoot , Bob Jones, & 
Bill Carruthers, who are all Committee Members. 
 
 
RNA Chatham Branch 

 
RNA Chatham secured an Early Trafalgar 
Celebration Dinner this year due to the normal 
venue being refurbished. Despite that the Branch 
was honoured to have Rear Admiral John Kingwell 
RN CBE and his wife Alison as their guests of 
honour.   
 
NCM 2 and Branch Vice Chairman Victor (Darby) 
Allen and his wife Margaret were great hosts and it 
really was an excellent evening organised once 
again by Treasurer Roger ide and his wife Valerie 
and attended by 109 guests from Chatham and 
many other local Branches.   Thank you for your 
support.  
 
Also………. 
 

 
 
Chatham Branch and Area 2 Shipmates together with 
residents from RNBT Pembroke House, which is in 
Gillingham, attend a local Trafalgar Day 
commemoration.  
 
The commemoration is held annually in the village of 
Wouldham, nearer Rochester in Kent by children from 
the Village School.   

 

 

 

 

 



The children lay flowers on the grave of Walter Burke, whose grave is 
in the Village Church Yard. This tradition has its origins dating from 
the Nineteenth Century 

Walter Burke was HMS Victory's Purser at the time of Trafalgar and 
was supporting Admiral Nelson as he died. He lived in Wouldham 
after leaving his naval service and died in 1815. 

 

 
 
RNA St Neots  

Thanks to Shipmate Mike Milne the St Neots Chairman for forwarding the article below. 
 

Shipmates from St Neots Branch visited Central 
Office for the last Open Day of 2109 on 11 October.  
After a three-and-a-half-hour trip by minibus, in a 
torrential downpour, we arrived at HMNB Pompey 
and were welcomed by RNA General Secretary, Bill 
Oliphant & other CO staff in The Semaphore Arms, 
which is the mess for all those in Semaphore 
Towers.  The coffee and sarnies were most 
welcome, as was Bill’s explanation of the function of 
Central Office and the details of the projects 
currently in progress. S/Ms Mick & Sheila Noble in 
foreground & Pete Horner (appropriately) in the 
corner-far right. (Visit report and photos by S/M Mike 
Milne) 

 
The boat trip around Pompey Harbour was much 
appreciated, along with the tots to fortify us for the journey 
home. Bill made an excellent tour guide, explaining points 
of interest and giving us insights into the preparations for 
the arrival of the QE Class Carriers. 
Great trip all round and many thanks to the CO staff for 
making it so enjoyable. 
 

Also……………..  

St Neots Shipmate Paul Main, on the 29th Sept. leading the pack of the Northampton Groups 
Distinguished Gentleman’s fund-raising ride. The photo shows Paul, on his 3rd Distinguished 
Gentleman’s ride. The objective of the event is to raise funds for prostate cancer and men’s 
mental health research. The Distinguished Gentleman’s concept was first developed in Sidney 
Australia, is now in its 6th year, and has now become an International event. 
 
Paul’s day started very wet, so the Monocle Paul intended to wear was discarded, and his 
‘handlebar tache’ came unstuck. Therefore, it was full wet weather gear as rig of the day.  Rain 
eased off by time they arrived at official start point, Highfield House. They were treated to 
breakfast there by the owner Tim Chudley.  The ride got split up going through Northampton due 
to a Traffic light, which require the whole ride to re-group at a nearby park ready for the final ride  
 

 

 

 



 
out to Yard Cafe near Lutterworth, where they were 
fed and watered again. Paul’s sponsorship stands 
at £237 which he hopes to increase with further 
donations. 
 
Total Sponsorship raised by the Northampton group 
so far during 2019 is £20,421 and Worldwide the 
Distinguished Gentleman’s Rides have raised the 
highly commendable sum of £5,817,750. 
Should S/Ms wish to contribute to Paul’s total, his e 
mail address is paulmain226@btinternet.com 
 

RNA Rushden Branch 

Rushden Shipmates attended the October Open Day at Central Office.  However, S/M Maureen 

Horsley was in for a huge surprise……… 

S/M Keith Ridley, the National 
Chairman, was in attendance to make 
a presentation of a Certificate of 
Appreciation to a very shocked S/M 
Maureen.  Maureen was recognised 
for her work as the Branch treasurer,  
tireless fundraising effort, unsung hero.  
And additionally working with ‘the 
swivel club’ in Rushden raising funds. 
Finally for getting the Branch exposure 
locally and forging good ties with local 
retailers. 
 
BZ Maureen. 
 
 

Area 4 (2)  

On 9th August 2019, Shipmate David White, 
President of No.4 Area, presented the ‘Netherlands 
Plate’ to the Mayor of Falmouth for safe keeping. 
David said “It has always been the intention of the 
Area Committee to seek a suitable home that will 
accept the plate into its care, in a secure place, 
allowing the item to be viewed by the general 
public. It goes without saying that the Area 
Committee and Shipmates are very pleased a 
permanent home has now been found for its safe 
keeping and such wonderful availability for public 
viewing.  

 

 



Our gratitude and thanks go to the Mayor, 
Officers and Members of Falmouth Town 
Council for allowing this presentation to 
take place”  In reply the Mayor said “ It is a 
pleasure to receive the Netherlands plate 
which will be put on show in the Council 
Chamber for the public to view and 
displayed at Civic events such as Sea 
Sunday”. 
Background – In 1994 the Netherlands 
sent hand painted commemorative plates 
to the UK to mark 50 years since the 
liberation of their country towards the end 
of World War Two. The RNA received 14 of 
the plates, one for each of the 13 Areas of the Association and one for the RNA HQ office. Each 
plate has a covering letter signed by Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands, who was Commander-
in-Chief of the Dutch armed forces during the war.  

 

RNA Helston Branch  

Helston Hon Secretary S/M Joe Lock reports from deepest Kernow…… 
 
Although the Helston branch are short on numbers, we like to get to 
local events to support them and also get the branch name out there. 
 
The photographs show our Standard at the HMS Warspite memorial 
stone in Marizon along with Warspite Association member Ivor Davis 
in September and shipmates who attended with St. Michael’s mount 
in the background after the service (beautiful part of the country).  
 
Shipmates also attended 
the rededication on the 

memorial stone in Torpoint Cornwall which WWII 
names were added.  
 
The third photograph show the Standard in the Madron 
Parade for the Nelson Thanksgiving service on the 
Sunday 20 October 2019.  
In attendance was a Guard and marching platoon from 
HMS Seahawk and Helston shipmates Alec Willet, 

Standard 
Bearer, 
George Scott, 
Chairman, Joe Locke, Secretary and Vice Chairlady 
Josie Locke, who took the photographs. 
 

 

BZ Helston from Central Office for your efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 



RNA Torbay Branch 

HMS Ulster Association held their Annual Reunion in Torquay over the weekend of 20-23 
September 2019. To welcome them members of RNA Torbay 
Branch put on a ‘Meet and Greet’ on their first evening. An 
open invite went out to other local veteran’s associations and 
RNA Brixham and the Royal Airforce Association were 
represented on the night. Thanks to a generous grant from 
RNA Central Office a finger buffet and tot of rum, Pussers of 
course, was provided for all veterans in attendance and ‘Up 
Spirits’ was ordered by John Soanes, Chairman of the Torbay 
Branch, which went down very well with all.  

 
There was plenty of good-
natured banter, the old boys 
may no longer be able to run 
up and down ladders, but they 
were in fine voice, had 
certainly not lost any of their mess-deck humor and were as 
quick-witted as ever they were. The evening was a success, new 
friendships were made, and everyone left a little merrier than 
when they arrived and perhaps a little more unsteady on their 
feet.  
 
On the Sunday, the Ulster Association, ably supported by 
members of the Torbay Branch, visited the White Ensign Club in 
Exeter and were treated to a very tasty buffet and yet again 
copious amounts of rum, which appeared to be the theme for the 

weekend. It was a very enjoyable experience and the visit was an outstanding success.  
 

RNA Royston Branch 

Thanks to Geoff Apperley (No 6 Area Welfare Advisor; Royston and District Branch Welfare Advisor). 
  

Royston Shipmates on Operation ‘Lads Aweigh’ 
 

Three Royston Shipmates (Graham Parry, Craig Hutchison and Geoff Apperley) visited the 
hallowed towers of RNA Central Office in Pompey as part of operation “Lads Aweigh”. The mission 
was to enjoy the Open Day offered by Bill and Central 
Office Team on Friday October 11th and visit some 
past haunts (aka pubs). All went well with a prompt 
cast-off by all Thursday the 10th and smooth sailing 
(yes even on the M25) down to Portsmouth good 
weather and a Wetherspoons break en route. Our 
berths for the night were at the Ibis Budget in Fratton 
Park. Accommodation was basic but clean at a very 
good price and not too far from the Dockyard with easy 
access off A3. 
  
After settling in, first order of the afternoon was 
reconnaissance of social venues (aka pubs) and lo 
and behold a Wetherspoons was only some 5minutes away. That set the theme of the rest of the 
day as we made our way on foot into central Portsmouth. The march was interrupted by the 

 

 

 



accidental fall of one of our party (no names but he is Scottish) due to a raised pavement lip but no 
broken bones fortunately, only a tooth and dignity lost. A good meal was enjoyed at the Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel next to the Guildhall before making our way back to Fratton with a stop off at the 
RBL Club for a wet or two before retiring back to the hotel. 

 
Next day saw hearty English breakfasts and coffee enjoyed at 
Wetherspoons before signing in at the Dockyard for us and 
other branches to be collected by Dep Gen Sec, Andy 
Christie. All visiting branches were there early or on time other 
than a certain historic market town branch but finally we were 
whisked to the 4th floor of Semaphore Tower where hot drinks 
were available in the Semaphore Arms followed by a warm 
welcome from Gen Sec, Bill Oliphant. The Arms has great 
views of the harbour. Shipmate Bill gave a briefing on the RNA 
and planned visit with some entertaining dits. A buffet was 
enjoyed by all and then Shipmate Nigel Huxtable gave us an 

opportunity of visiting the SLOPS store and buying those RNA things you never knew you needed.  
 
We were then escorted down to the jetty opposite the motor-boats for a boat tour round the 
dockyard. Although HMS QE was at sea there were a number of ships berthed alongside including 
Type 45 destroyer and Type 23 Frigate classes and also mine 
countermeasures and fishery protection vessels worth seeing. 
The tour was enlightened by Bill as our guide with some 
interesting dits and contributions from Andy including the origin 
of the phrases “toe rag” and “dirty toe rag”! Two good ones for 
trivia quizzes. On return to shore it was bon voyage home for all 
after a good Open Day. Return home was not so “bon” with an 
hour plus spent on the parking lot known as the M25. 
 
We thoroughly recommend all No 6 Area shipmates to book one 
of the Open Days in 2020. Go in a group or branch and enjoy a 
couple of days at least. It’s only some 2-3 hours at least on 
outward journey. There is lots to do, memories to be revisited 
and a wide choice and price of accommodation and food available including the Royal Maritime 
Club for which an RNA discount can be had. The chance to meet with central office team and other 
shipmates is not to be missed. Think of trying to meet up with another branch if down the day before 
or maybe pool travel arrangements if nearby. Open Days 2020 will be advertised in the Circular, 
make a note and book it!  
 
RNA Letchworth and Hitchin Branch 
 
Letchworth and Hitchin Branch visited Central Office on Wednesday 30 October 2019.  A party of 
14 enjoyed a tour of Central Office featuring tea/coffee and mince pie’s and left with no money in 
their wallets and purses after Nigel managed to extract their last penny on slops and D Day books! 
 
The group then were taken on a walking tour by Bill and Andy of the Heritage Area of the dockyard 
including the view from the roof of Semaphore Tower. 
 

 

 



Shipmate Rebbeca Daniel received a huge 
surprise during the visit when General 
Secretary, Bill Oliphant presented her with a 
Certificate of Achievement. 
 
The CoA was in appreciation of her 20 years of 
unflagging dedication to the Branch as 
Standard Bearer and Secretary. 
 
BZ Rebecca 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROSSED THE BAR – Celebrating a life well lived 
   
Ken Allen 
Terence George Hayman 
James Hughes  
 
 
 
 
Ken Allen – Stroud Branch  
 
Shipmate Ken Allen sadly crossed the bar on 1 October aged 96.  Born in 1923, Ken joined the 
Royal Navy in March 1941 and left in July 1948. He was recalled in January 1952 and finally 
discharged in October 1953 as a Leading Seaman (Gunner). 
 
He served in HMS Fort Quebec (mine layer), HMS Azalea (flower class corvette), HMS Lagos 
(Destroyer in the Far East), HMS Cumberland (Cruiser) and was involved in the Atlantic and 
Arctic as well as the D Day Landings.  S/M Ken received the Atlantic Star Medal as well as the 
Legion d'honneur and the Burma Star. 
 
Up until his decline, when dementia took hold, Ken was an active member of the branch and 
enjoyed meeting up with shipmates and loved to attend all the social events he could manage. 
He will be sorely missed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Terry Haman – South Bristol Branch 
 
It is with much regret the South Bristol Branch 
report that Shipmate Terry Hayman crossed the 
bar on 29 July 2019.  
 
Terry joined the RN in September 1954 and 
served until August 1956 when he was 
discharges  
as an M (E)1. 
 
Terry transferred to South Bristol Branch in 
January 2018 following the de-commissioning of 
Bristol Branch.   
 
His funeral took place on 14 August 2019 where 
the Branch Standard was paraded, and 
Shipmates form the Branch were in attendance. 
 
 
He will be sorely missed by the Branch.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Hughes – South Bristol Branch 

 
South Bristol Branch are very sad to report that Shipmate 
James Hughes crossed the bar on 08 June 2019.  
 
Born in 1942 S/M James served in the Royal Marine 
Reserve from 1976 to 1980 as a Marine. The then saw 
futher service in the Royal Naval Reserve from November 
1980 to May 1992 when he retired in the rank of Petty 
Officer (WEM). 
 
Jim joined the South Bristol Branch in January 2018 
following the de-commissioning of Bristol Branch. His 
funeral was held on 23 July 2019 with the Branch Standard 
and members of the Branch present. 
 
He will be sadly missed.   

 

 



RNA Members Benefits 

 

UK Holiday Group /CONA Holiday Service  

• Variety of special deals for both Groups and Individuals. 1% of turnover thorough CONA 

Holiday Service is returned to the RNA. http://www.royal-naval-

association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service 

  

Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 

 

• RNA member entry just £10 plus four guest at £10 each provides access to the all 

attractions including the Submarine Museum, RM Museum and Explosion!.   

 

Legal Services 

Free 30 minute legal advice with Coffin Mew. 

armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk  0800 827168 

 

 

     Breakdown Service     

 

• RAC Breakdown and recovery service 

asec@arno.org.uk or 0207 4025231 

 

 

 

Organisers of Reunions should be aware the CONA 

Travel will match or better any other ‘like for like’ 

Reunion/Group Trips bookings so why not give them an 

opportunity to impress you.  0844 264 2122 

conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk  

         

 

•      Discounts on a large range of new Cars  www.motorfinity.uk/rna 

  

http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
http://www.royal-naval-association.co.uk/news/323/members-holidays-service
mailto:armedforces@coffinmew.co.uk
mailto:asec@arno.org.uk
mailto:conatravelservices@justforgroups.co.uk
http://www.motorfinity.uk/rna


Shortcast 

 

Note from the CONA (Conference of Naval Associations) Secretary -  

 

I would be very grateful if organisers of reunions would oblige me by obtaining a quote 
from the CONA Travel Service, who will not be beaten on like for like price.  CONA Travel 
Service donate 1% of their CONA business back into the Conference totalling to date 
£2,700 which provides funds to assist members Associations.  Oh, and by the way, their 
service is first class as well.   
 
 
 

Sat 09 Nov 
2019 

Fisgard Association AGM and Lunch  
Portsmouth, RMC 

22/25 Nov 
2019  

The 2019 Reunion of the HMS Relentless Association will 
be held over the weekend of 22nd - 25th November 2019 
at the Hotel Royale, Bournemouth.  All ex- ‘Rusty R’ 
members 1942-1968 are very welcome. For more 
information please contact the Association Secretary 
(email) Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk 
<mailto:Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk>  (Tel: 02392 
599640), or book direct with SFEVENTS (email) 
hmsrelentlessreunion@sarahfletcherevents.co.uk 
<mailto:hmsrelentlessreunion@sarahfletcherevents.co.uk>  
(Tel: 01452 813173) 

Hotel Royale 
Bournemouth 

Sun 1st Dec 
2019 

H.M.S. Ajax & River Plate Veterans 
malcolm.collis@gmail.com 

Trip to South 
America 

2/6 April  
2020 

HMS Loch Fada Association F390. 
 
The HMS LOCH FADA ASSOCIATION F390 will hold their 
23rd Annual Reunion & AGM @ the Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea from 2nd to 6th April 2020.  This will be our 4th 4 
Day Reunion after the great successes of our 1st Three. 
 
Friday venture into Pompey (Under own 
Steam)    Saturday 1030 AGM & 1830 Reunion Dinner ( 
Black Tot day being Mourned by the Issue of Real Pussers 
Rum) in the Company of our Special Guests The Lord 
Mayor & Escort of Eastleigh ( our Warship week Town). 
 
Sunday Mystery coach tour ( towards Southampton). 
 
All Bookings & Arrangements are being made by Isle of 
Wight Tours email iowtours.com  or telecom 01983 
405116, or F390.sec@virginmedia.com or Snailmail F390 
Sec, 91 Ayling Lane, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 3ND. 
Telecom 01252 310767 
 
 

Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea 

8 May 2020 VE Bank Holiday   

mailto:Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk
mailto:Secretary@hmsrelentless.co.uk
mailto:hmsrelentlessreunion@sarahfletcherevents.co.uk
mailto:hmsrelentlessreunion@sarahfletcherevents.co.uk
mailto:malcolm.collis@gmail.com
mailto:F390.sec@virginmedia.com


23 May 2020 HMS Broadsword Association   
 
Biennial reunion takes place in the Royal Beach Hotel 
Southsea on Saturday 23 May 2020. The reunion is open 
to anyone who served in Broadsword.  For details visit 
hmsbroadswordassociation.co.uk or contact Bill Skilliter at  
wistheplumber@yahoo.co.uk     
 

Royal Beach Hotel  
Southsea 

 

 
Swinging the Lamp – November 2019      
    
The RNA is grateful to the Author, Lt Cdr Lawrie Phillips TD, RD, RNR  
for allowing us to publish a selection from the RN Day by Day.  If you 
would like to read more it can be purchased from - The History Press 
and is priced £60  ISBN 978 0 7509 8266 5 
 
 

Date  Year Entry 

1st 1757 Tartar recaptured the British Princess Amelia360 miles to the N.W. of 
Ushant. 

2nd 1800 Alexander Dalrymple, first Hydrographer of the Navy, published the 
first Admiralty Chart, a ‘sketch of the Road on the NE Side of the Island 
Houat in Quiberon Bay by Thomas Moore, Master of HM Ship 
Diamond’. 

3rd  1948 ‘All naval chaplains entered on or after this date to wear naval uniform. 
Chaplains already serving to have the option of wearing naval uniform 
or civilian clerical attire.’ 

4th 1994 RN Cookery School at St Omer Barracks, Aldershot, ceased training 
and moved to Raleigh, Torpoint, recommencing training on 4 January 
1995. 

5th 1781 Albemarle (28), Capt. Horatio Nelson, in Elsinore (Helsingor) Road, 
Denmark, ‘fired nineteen guns it being Gun Powder Plot 

6th 1856 Barracouta and Coromandel, with boats of Calcutta, Encounter, 
Sampson, Sybille and Winchester, captured French Folly, Canton 
River, and destroyed twenty-one war junks. 

7th  1918 Last attack (unsuccessful) by a German submarine on a British 
merchant ship (Sarpedon)in First World War. 

8th  2006 Armed Forces Act, which heralded the end of the Naval Discipline Act, 
received the Royal Ascent. 

9th  1805 Three days after the news of Trafalgar reached London, Prime Minister 
William Pitt, in his speech at the Lord Mayor’s Banquet, said England 
has saved herself by her exertions, and will, I trust, save Europe by her 
example.’ 

10th  1914 Collier (Newbridge) sunk to block Königsbergin Rufiji River. First 
operations against the German light cruiser. 

11th  1993 St Bartholomew’s church, Yeovilton, dedicated as the Fleet Air Arm 
Memorial church. 

12th  1856 Capture of the Bogue forts, Canton River. Ships: Barracouta, Calcutta, 
Coromandel, Hornet, Nankin 

 

mailto:wistheplumber@yahoo.co.uk


13th 1943 Dulverton damaged by German glider bomb off Kos (36.50N, 27.30E) 
and sunk by Echo. 

14th 1967 Order for first Type 42 guided missile Destroyer placed with Vickers: 
Sheffield. 

15th 1808 Defence of Fort Trinidad, Rosas, by Excellent’ s Marines assisted by 
Excellent and Meteor 

16th 1938 Carrier Ark Royal commissioned at Cammell Laird, Birkenhead, by 
Capt. (later Admiral of the Fleet Sir) Arthur Power RN. 

17th  1999 Sea King helicopters from Ocean provided humanitarian relief after 
major earthquake inDuzce area, Turkey. Within hours the frigate 
Northumberland was engaged in disaster-relief operations on the 
island of Anguilla in the wake of Hurricane Lenny. 

18th  1793 Latona fought two French frigates 90 miles W. of Ushant. 

19th  1893 Adventure and Pioneer, with troops, destroyed the stronghold of 
Makanjira, a slave-trading chief on Lake Nyassa. 

20th  2009 Fleet submarine Astute, Cdr Andrew Coles RN, first of class, arrived at 
Faslane from her builders. 

21st  1828 Board approved introduction of hexagonal machine-made biscuit 
baked at Clarence Yard. 

22nd 1918 G 11 wrecked off Howick, Northumberland. The first of fourteen RN 
submarines to be lost between the two world wars. 

23rd 1963 Following the assassination of President Kennedy, the day before, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty sent a message of condolence to the 
Secretary of the US Navy on behalf of the Royal Navy. 

24th 1812 Boats of Narcissus captured the American privateer Joseph and Mary 
20 miles S.E. of Cape Tiburon, Haiti. 

25th 1910 Australian Naval Defence Act passed by Australian government, 
paving the way for creation of Royal Australian Navy. 

26th 1967 Royal Navy shore headquarters in Aden, HMS Sheba, paid off three 
days before British Forces departed. 

27th 1762 Samuel Hood the younger born. 

28th 1808 Boats of Heureux fought shore batteries and seven vessels in Mahault 
harbour, Guadeloupe. 

29th 1909 Battlecruiser Lion laid down at Devonport and Super Dreadnought 
Orion laid down at Portsmouth. Lion was the first battlecruiser with 
13.5-in. guns and centre-line turrets, and the first warship to cost over 

￡2 million. 

30th  200 Admiral Sir Alan West, the first four-star promotion and first 
appointment as C-in-C Fleet in the (properly accepted, if a year 
premature) twenty-first century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 2019 Christmas card image 

 

These cards are available with envelopes at £5 for ten. 
Orders should be sent to HQ Semaphore Tower and be accompanied by a cheque or  

card details for the total value. 
 

From: ................................................................Branch/Member 
 

Please provide   ......................    Packs of ten 2019 Christmas cards @ £5 per pack. 

Deliver the order to 

 S/M         ………………………………............................... 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

..................…………………………………………………………………………….............. 

...............…………………………………………………………………………….............. 

Post code ………..………………… 

Find enclosed a cheque to the value of- £ ................  made out to The Royal Naval Association 

 

Or charge to my Credit Card/Debit Card; the details of which are:  

Credit Card/Debit Card No ................................................................... ....... .  

Card in the name of :......................................................................................  

Valid From:  ......................Expires .................... 

Three Digit Security Code (where applicable)  ...............................................  

Card holder’s address if different from delivery address 

Address ……………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………...... 
……………………………………………………………………………...... Post Code:…………………………… 



2020 Diaries 

 The 2020 diary will be available as the diary part only, price - £5. 
 
Diary with the NEW dark blue crested cover, price - £8 
 
By popular demand the address book is also available too. - £1 each 
 

 Orders should be sent to the address below and accompanied either by a cheque or card 
details. 
 
To:    Royal Naval Association, Room 209 

Semaphore Tower (PP70) 
HM Naval Base 
Portsmouth  
PO1 3LT 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-- 

Order form 
 

From: .................................................................Branch/ Member 
 
Please provide ………………  2020 RNA insert Diaries @ £5 .00 each      £    ...................... 
 
Please provide ………………  2020 Diaries with Cover @ £8 .00 each      £    ...................... 
 
Please provide ………………  Address Book inserts  @ £1.00 each      £    ...................... 
 
           TOTAL    £............ 
Deliver the order to   S/M………………………………………………………… 

Address ……………………………………………………………… 

   ……………………………………………………………… 

   ……………………………...... Post Code:…………………………… 

 
Find enclosed a cheque to the value of - £ ..................made out to The Royal Naval Association  
 

 

Or charge to my Credit Card/Debit Card; the details of which are:  

Card in the name of                     .......................................................................................  

Credit Card/Debit Card Number............................................................................................  

Valid From:  ................................ Expires   ..................................................... .  

Three Digit Security Code (where applicable)  ...............................................  

Contact telephone number ............................................................................  

Card holder’s address of different from delivery address 

Address ……………………………………………………………… 

  ……………………………………………………………… 

  …………………………….................. Post Code:…………………………… 



Nominations for Standing Orders Committee 2020 
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries 

 
Applications are sought for the standing Orders Committee. Two vacancies in 2020. 
 
Each Branch may nominate one member as a candidate for election to the Standing Orders 
Committee, subject to the approval of the Branch to which the candidate belongs . 
Applicants should be Full or Life members.  A nil return is not required.  
 
NAME OF NOMINEE  …………………………................................................................. 

PROPOSED BY  …………………………............................ BRANCH 

ADDRESS OF NOMINEE  …………………………................................................................. 

………………………………………….......………………………………………........................ 

............................................................................................................................................... 

E mail ...........…………………………………………....... Post code ............................. 

 

Brief history of nominee in the Association.  Continue on separate sheet if necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman  ..............................................................  (signed).......................................(dated)  
Secretary  ..............................................................  (signed).......................................(dated) 
 

If the Candidate is not a member of the proposing Branch, this section must be completed by 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch. 
 
Candidate's Branch     …………............................................................ 

We support this Nomination. 
Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch)  ......................................................................... 
 
Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch) ......................................................................... 

Candidate - I accept this nomination and undertake to attend as many Standing Orders 

Committee Meetings as is possible. 

Signature of Candidate ………………………................................................................. 

This form should despatched to be received at the Central Office no later than 14 February 2020 Nominations 

received after this date cannot be included in the Ballot.  



 

 
NOMINATION FORM 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS AND DEPUTY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 2020/2022 
(Revised RNA Bye-Law 7) 

 
For the attention of All Branch Secretaries in Areas. 1,3,4,5, 10,12. 
 
Each Branch may nominate one full or life member from any Branch within its own Area, as a Candidate 
for election to the National Council, and one full or life member for election as the Deputy National Council 
Member subject to the approval of the Branch to which both persons belong. (See Note Below) 
 
Names of Nominees 
 
NCM ...................................................  DNCM   .......................................................... 
 
 
Proposed by   .......................................................... Branch    ..................... Area 
  
Address of Nominee   

NCM…………………………………….......................................................................................... 

…………………………….................. e mail ....................................................................... 

DNCM........................................................................................................................................  

…………………………….................... e mail ....................................................................... 

Brief history of nominees in the Association.  (Continue on separate sheet if necessary) 
NCM 
 
 
 
DNCM 
 
 
 
 
Chairman .......................  (signed)  ............................................(dated)………………………… 
 
Secretary.......................  (signed)  ...........................................(dated)………………………….. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
If the Candidate is not a member the proposing Branch, this section is to be completed by the Chairman 
and Secretary of the Candidate's own Branch. 
 
Candidate's Branch .........  ............................................................................ 
 
We are aware of the above nomination. 
Signature of Chairman (Candidate's Branch) ............................................................................. 
 
Signature of Secretary (Candidate's Branch) .............................................................................. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Candidate  
I accept the nomination and promise to attend as many National Council Meetings as is possible and to sit 
on any Committees to which I may be elected. 
 
 Signature of Candidate .................................................................. Dated  ............................ 
The envelope containing this completed form should be marked NOMINATIONS FOR NATIONAL COUNCIL 
and must reach RNA HQ no later than 1600 14th February 2020.  



PROPOSED MOTIONS AND AMENDMENTS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2020 
 

Proposals must reach The General Secretary by 1600 14 February 2020 
 
Name of Proposing Branch: ........................................................................................... 
 
Motion / amendment  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Explanation of the Motion / Amendment (To be included in the notes for Conference)  
 
 
 
 
Hon Secretary ............................................................................(signed).........................(dated) 
 
  
 
Name of Seconding  Branch: ......................................................................................................... 
 
Hon Secretary ............................................................................(signed).........................(dated) 
 
 
Notes  

a. A motion is submitted in the name of a Branch.  Secretaries of proposing and seconding Branches 
are certifying that the motion or amendment reflects the view of the Branch meeting (not a 
committee); and that voting was conducted in accordance with Rule 20. 

b. A separate form is required for each Motion  or Amendment  
c. A manuscript copy is acceptable for additional Motions or Amendments if the printed form is not 

available.  
d. The Motion or Amendment should be as short and precise as possible avoiding ambiguity. A 

Motion should normally start with the word `THAT'  
e. The explanation is to assist the scrutiny of the Standing Orders Committee in understanding the 

intention behind the Motion so that they may be able to consider its presentation so it can be 
improved and implemented as soon as possible (Conference Bye Law C4) 

f. Motions may be submitted at any time but must reach the General Secretary by 114 February 
2020.  

g. Motions of Urgency should reach the General Secretary not less than 48 hours before Conference. 
(In accordance with Conference Bye Law C6.) and include an explanation about the urgency. 

h. Amendments to Motions should also normally reach the General Secretary not less than 7 days 
before Conference.  The provision for the submission of amendments during Conference is in the 
Conference Bye-Laws.  

i. Bye-Laws.   A Motion to Conference may propose that a Bye-Law be set aside or it may ask the 
Council to consider making or amending a Bye-Law.  

j. The Branch Proposing a Motion must have it Seconded by another Branch before forwarding it to 
the General Secretary. (Conference Bye Law C3a) 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Delegate to Annual Conference 2020 Liverpool 
 

Branch secretaries should note the following before submitting their application. 
 
  Each Branch which has complied with Rule 16(c), (No Branch shall be permitted to 

send a delegate to the Conference unless it has observed the regulations of the 
Association in regard to the return of balance sheets, the payment of subscriptions and 
the formation of Branches.  This provision has no application to the right of, and 
expectation for, ships and establishments to send a delegate to the Conference.) but 
subject to Rule 10(c), (Associate members are eligible to act as a Branch Delegate at 
Area meetings and Conferences, provided that they have completed three years 
continuous membership of the Association immediately prior to election as Delegate) 

and has been in commission for at least three months by the date of a Conference 
shall be entitled to nominate one eligible Association Member as its Delegate to attend 
a Conference.  
Each Branch nominating a Delegate shall send details to the Council to arrive not 
less than one week before the date of Conference. A Branch may change its 
nominated Delegate provided the Council is notified not less than twenty four hours 
before the Conference.  

 

Branch  Area  

Name of Delegate  

Car registration  Passenger Name 

Delegate’s Address 
  

 
 
 
Telephone No                                                Post Code 

e-mail   

Number of Observers   

Name of Branch  Hon 
Secretary 

 

Contact telephone No: 
(if not branch Hon Sec) 

 

Contact e-mail address  

Name and Address for 
correspondence 

(if not branch Hon Sec) 

 

 
NB:  A Delegate will not be confirmed as such unless or until the Branch Balance Sheet for 2019 and Annual 
Subscriptions for Branch Members for 2020 have been received in RNA Headquarters (Rule 12 C).  Should either not 
have been received in HQ, the Delegate's Status will be deemed to be that of an Observer.    
 
Please note. Conference packs are NOT sent out before Conference but collected on the day by each 

delegate. A full set of background paperwork will be sent to each Branch early in 2020. Having sent in your 
application by mail or e mail you may wish to phone Nigel on 023 9272 3747 to confirm receipt of your application.  

 


