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From the General Secretary

Dear Shipmates,

| write this as lockdown measures begin to ease and we can at last see away gust - ff’
ahead after this hideously restrictive year, indeed, the sun is shining, and I've ‘Af"' N
just had the pleasure of watching a Type 45 sail from Portsmouth. The @
Portsmouth News is already reporting our Parade through the City, planned
for Sunday 19 June 2022, to commemorate the 40" anniversary of the end
of the Falklands Conflictand t h e raéoo§interest in our Biennial parade

thisautumn.Meanwhi |l e, weodre nearly 900 m - tte
at the start of the year so things are indeed looking up. And, if you are one Bill Oliphant
of those 900, can | offer you a warm welcome to the Association.
We are constantly | ooking to improve our benef.
announce a new partnership with Forces Cars Direct who are now able to extend their wide-
ranging discounts to veterans as well as serving. Please see more at article 23.
There's a lot been going on in Central Office this month and | am proud to introduce a new
member of staff, Malcolm Little. Malcolm has been employed as our fundraising liaison
coordinator. Having shifted to a donation based finance model just prior to Christmas, it was
realised that there was nobody on the staff who had the sole
responsibility of fund raising - clearly an omission in our order of
battle. Malcolm has a difficult path to tread as | don't want him to
compete with the RNRMC as they have supported us to move to
this model, but with his military experience and previous work in the
charity sector, he will be able to liaise very closely with the
RNRMCO6 s f u degartraentdoikeep a check on the
fundraising opportunities which may present themselves. Welcome
Malcolm.
| 6ve al so tasked Malcolm with | ook

mentoring scheme for personnel leaving the Royal Navy. This
would be geared primarily towards support for individuals finding
employment and | would envisage a scheme whereby shipmate's could volunteer to become
mentors to help individuals with their CV, with their interview technique, and just arm them with a
little bit of guidance to make that successful leap into the civilian job market after their naval
career. Let's face it, those who are leaving after 22 years with their pension, probably joined
aged 18-25 so therefore are popping out aged 40-47; they are probably in the thick end of a
mortgage, they might also have school fees to consider and the bottom line is the Pussers
pension is probably not sufficient to allow the luxury of filling their pipe with their favourite baccy,
sticking on their slippers and watching daytime telly or, better still, now that the golf courses are
open again, attempting to reduce their handicap. No, or rather, not yet, and finding meaningful
and rewarding employment will be important to most. This will be open to all leavers of course
not just those who have cracked the 22. We've been in touch with RFEA, The Forces
Employment Charity T link here, who have the responsibility of running the Careers Transition
Partnership (CTP) and are seeking a relationship with them and also of course with the White
Ensign Association . Shipmates will remember the Shipmates and Oppo's programme which was
run by the Association for many years until funding ceased early last year and | see this

Malcolm Little- Fundraising Liaison
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opportunity as a resurrection of this programme albeit with a more focused output. We are all
about comradeship in the RNA and | see this as another important string to our bow.

Good news from Lynda Pearson too on the befriending front as she seeks to launch the Sparko

TV pilot initiative this month with a few fiSpec
broadening the schemetoa wi der audi ence. Sparko is ai med
grips with social media and IT so they will be able to use their TV to reach a range of activities

and also to communicate face 2 face with shipmates/family i very clever!

Talking of clever, | was delighted at
how easily our Comms Officer,
Charlie Darlington, was able to set
up a QR code to take the casual
enquirer direct to the
joining page. Branch
"+ Secretaries, please
' feel free to copy this [w]

and put it on your

correspondence and any marketing

material you might be creating. For
those who dondt know
works, just open your camera on

your smart phone and hover over it.

A link should pop up which takes

you directly to the

The General Secretary proudly presents Dave Barter of Salisbury Branch with i the RNA website -i s n 6t t ec hn
YSYOSNEKALI OFNR +Fid /SyidNlt hFFAOS® £ wonderfull

After a slight supply chain hold up (if only more Jack Dusties worked for the Post Office!) the new
membership Cards have arrived and, when they were stacked by Branch sitting on the table side

by side, it was stark to see the relative size
issued this month; Branches first, to get rid of the bulk, and then the HQ Roll who will have theirs
despatched individually.

So keep with it on the social distancing, mask wearing and abiding by your national regulations

and donét | et your guard down a tatthihstage egeh magee . E
so. Remember, the Associ ati on has plenty of O6stuffoé going
virtual tots on a Saturday evening or Fireside

Jenna Brodiebs e x cteelwebsite.t Thelatedtore sstfabulofisr Anththere are
always interesting things going on in the Semaphore Short which is published on the Mondays of
weeks when we dondédt have the monthly Semaphore

Finally, thank you to all our shipmates who continue to make donations and send in donation
forms, it really is hugely appreciated.

As ever,
Bill Oliphant



Chai r m@natd s

It is pleasing to know that our Shipmates in the Fleet do
read this circular. The evidence being the bottle of
PUSSERGS RUM Ilypptéorwsrd as a prize for
the first Dit submitted by a serving member has been
won! Congratulations to LET (WE) (CIS) Richard

Jones, or Jonah as he likes to be called, onboard HMS
WESTMINSTER. Your prize awaits you at RNA

Central Office uponthe Shipbs return to
Jonah, being a rather shy guy does not want you to
know he has written a book
serving the Queend Copies are available from Juliette
Jones Editorial Services, Amazon and | believe the author himself. For the next opportunity for a
serving member to win a Bottle of PUSSEROS GUNP
Semaphore Circular.

t he D

Good News - Bill Oliphanthasr eport ed at the start &@newhis mon
members had joined the Association between 4th January and 19th March compared with the

historical average of 30 per month. Absolutely amazing. The Zero subscription membership to a
Donations based membership is working. BZ to Bill who came up with this idea.

New, reforming and expanding Branches on the Radar: Within my own No 6 Area, Wantage

Branch which was in danger of closing due to a dwindling membership is about to re-launch and
expand thanks to the Towndés Medwoasan@bsbcrate Memimer.Si b b
Arrangements are in hand for 2022 to Grant Freedom of Wantage to HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH,

the invitation having been accepted by the Captain. What an amazing achievement. Well done

Councillor Sibbald, I look forward to meeting you along with my Area Committee to lend whatever
support required.

New Branches forming and appearing on the radar are the MOD Establishment at Abbey Wood

(No 7 Area) and RAF Marham (No 5 Area) ho-me of
Squadrons. Well done to all those involved. The Riders Branch continues to attract new

members which now boasts 112. Sadly, as their recently appointed National Council Member,

the Branch will not al | Golhe Seceetaty,ave lods made demgatorg n a
remarks about my Raleigh Mountain Bike not being able to keep up the pace, cheek. How was |

to know that the Branch consisted of Motorcycle Riders and not Bicycle Riders! On a serious

note, this unique Branch simply cannot wait for the Lockdown to end so that they can start getting

out and about showing the RNA Flag on Rides around the UK. Sadly, Fiona Laing had plans for

an exciting Ride into Europe but has had to put her plans on hold for now. Keep up the good

work Riders.

The Monday nights Fireside chats & Saturday Virtual Tot Nights continue to be a great success
amongst members. We have had, and continue to have guests from Lanzarote, Qatar, San
Diego, and Brazil. If you are interested in joining in (provide your own Tot) check out the RNA
Community Facebook page for ID & Passwords. Keep up the good work Eric Holmwood, Kevin
Hackett, Bill Oliphant supported by IT Guru Karl Webb. BZ Shipmates.

Although we have been restricted in having physical Area & Branch Meetings, | am disappointed
that some Areas and Branches have not taken the opportunity to hold meetings using Zoom. |
accept that not everybody is familiar with Zoom technology, but the host of such meetings does
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not have to be a Branch Officer, simply a willing Area or Branch volunteer who liaises with the
Secretary. Although you are restricted to a 40 minute meeting using basic Zoom, Central Office
will reimburse Branches the cost of Zoom Pro which is not time restricted, and costs £4.99p per
month. Come on you Branch Officials, check amongst your members to get a volunteer to host a
meeting. That said, | acknowledge the fact that not all members have access to the internet to
enable them to take part in a Zoom Meeting, but for those who do, please try your best.

A polite reminder to all Areas & Branches who are independently registered with the Charity
Commissioners. Your Trustees are legally required to submit an Annual Return, even if you have
not held a Branch Meeting during the past year. So please check you are up to date.

To all our serving Shipmates including reservists, who continue to support the frontline against
Covid-19, keep up the good work, to Shipmates and your families in the UK and throughout the
world keep safe. For those at sea, a safe return. Stay safe everyone, we will overcome Covid,
and we will all emerge to share dits and a Tot together.

Yours aye
Keith Ridley

nationalchairman@royalnavalassoc.com
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1. % New Membership CardsUpdat e é.

Literally as we go to print the Central Office

Team, notably Nigel and ro
printing and forwarding out the brand spanking

new Membership Cards to Branch Secretaries.

As you can see they hav for a
Stand Easy scoff of Eas

2.

Shipmates, last month | reminded you of an important
date for your diary, see below. This month could | gently
remind you of the need to book your accommodation, as
| have been made aware that there are one or two other
events scheduled to take place in London that weekend.
Remember first in the galley queue gets the best choice
of scran!!

Shi pmates an i mportant date f

newly named Naval Associations Biennial Parade will be

held in Whitehall on Sunday 1
advertise the date as widely t o ispossiblé $pecifcl Wi de
details wild/ be issued nearer the ficeihyeuhbveany d on 6

qguestions. When passing information concerning the parade it is important that consideration is
given to the possible security implications.
Remember Loose Lips sink Ships!

We have also had a number of enquiries from our
fellow Naval Associations who would like to join us

on Parade,t he mor e the merri el a
proud Naval occasion. Permission has been granted

to march in a 6Jackd o6bir I Wit
being presented with a 0c¢ ain

C 0 X S wa i aisé whicly rpeant you had to go
round the parade ground again!!

3. % Finance Office Request

It would be much appreciated by the Central Office Finance team if Shipmates, who are kindly
offering donations in the form of a Standing Order, would kindly ensure that they annotate their
account name on the application before submitting it to Central Office.



* Welfare Spotlight Column i Good and Bad News on Covid.

S Good News and Better Days keep coming with decreases in Covid infections and

%\\'\g\“@gﬁ\ deaths to low levels and the start of a return to normality unfolding with restrictions
beginning to ease across the UK. Details in this Spotlight were current as of 29

\/ March but always check locally as things continue under review in all the devolved
administrations and there are differences across the devolved administrations.

England began its Step 1 of the roadmap out of lockdown on 29 March see details at
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-
spring-2021-summary ). 29 March though was a great day for everyone with the sun coming out
(literally) in most places and marked by the start of easing of restrictions with that all important
and long-awaited opportunity to meet with family and friends.

So, what can you do in England from 29 March?

Meet up to six people or two households outdoors

Only socialise indoors with people you live with or who are in your support bubble

AStay at homeo message ended but people gurged
Work from home if you can and only travel when necessary

Attend outdoor sports and leisure facilities, so a chance to get out there and enjoy
your chosen leisure activity

Participate in organised sports such as grassroots football

Meet outdoors for Parents and Child groups with up to 15 parents

Hold weddings with six attendees, can be held but hopefully increasing in April

Hold funerals with up to 30 mourners, can be held but do check the local rules

And What canét you do?

Mix households indoors

Stay overnight at someone el seds hou
Holiday abroad

Shop in non-essential retail outlets

Use gyms and indoor sports facilities, which remain closed

Use Pubs and restaurants indoors, which remain closed

Step 2 (no earlier than 12 April and under review) in England will allow business and

activities to resume in areas of retail, personal care, indoor leisure and most outdoor attractions,
hospital i ty (but only outdoors). However, thereobs
meal with alcoholic drinks and no curfew, but customers must order, eat and drink while seated

t

I

(6table serviced onlyl! ). Funer al the nuraber ofgpeople i nu e

able to attend weddings, receptions and commemorative events such as wakes will rise to 15
from 6.

Scotland wi | | replace fAStay &tocldd deith restictios od\p r i |
non-essential travel across local authority boundaries remaining in place. People must stay within
their council area for non-essential shopping and should only travel to another area for essential
shopping if there are no practical alternatives. Further easing is planned from 5 April with the
opening of hairdressers, garden centres, car showrooms and forecourts, homeware stores and
non-essential click and collect services. Details are at
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-timetable-for-easing-restrictions/

Wales|l i fted the fstay | ocandalsoallmvediselficantainedn on 27
accommodation tore-open,r esumpti on of out daq eeopemng oflibdaries and s
archive services, and social distanced meeting outdoors of people from 2 households .

9
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Remember a reasonable excuse, such as work, is needed to travel in or out of Wales although
no limit on travel within Wales and holiday accommodation is only open for people living in
Wales. Details on the rules at https://gov.wales/restrictions-from-27-march .

Nort her n iestrietiors ard sinslar to the rest of the UK but you must not leave

your home without reasonable excuse e.g. to access medical services and essential shopping.
From April 1 up to six people (including children) from no more than two households can meet up
outdoors in a private garden with social distancing and from 12 April up to 10 people (including
children) from no more than two households can meet up outdoors in a private garden with social
distancing and up to up to six people from a maximum of two households to meet in a
non-domestic indoor setting. Overnight stays in a private home remain not allowed unless it is a
member of your bubble, with some exemptions. Guidance on current restrictions at
https://www.nidirect.qgov.uk/articles/coronavirus-covid-19-regulations-guidance-what-restrictions-

mean-you ,

Yet better news is the onward march of vaccination in the UK with more than '\
30 million having had their first jab and more than 3 million their second jab \
gives support to continued easing of restrictions. Everyone is encouraged to

take up their jab when offered. Jabs are mandatory but the weight of evidence

is that the three UK options (Astra Zeneca, Pfizer and Moderna) give protection

from first jab across the age groups, are safe and can help reduce the spread

of the virus. H o w e vthasris,onlyl thee stértof easmgand or get t hat
many restrictions continue for the protection of all. Most important of all, if you have symptoms
get a test quickly and stay at home.

3

However, with all this good news we must not forget those of our shipmates who still find
themselves in effect, in isolation. For example, shielding in England ended on 31 March but

the medical advice has been to still take precautions, which in practice for many can mean

staying in isolation. All of us must continue our efforts at local Branch level to support shipmates

by a phone call, text, email or virtually through Zoom and Facetime. Isolation and the loneliness

that it brings can be crippling to mental health. BZs to all those RNA Branches across the UK
reaching out and keepingthat Aar m around the shouldero that m
keep it up and | et 6sg npakoec eidtu rfendo rfnoarl 2d0p2elr. a tWen mi
hidden, lost and lonely shipmates and make best efforts to support them as well.

Last month | outlined the impacts of loneliness and isolation on our own mental health and that of
othersandlistedtenways i n which to combat that. Try thes
shared hel pful apps to make yloasVaemnsiGAtewaywyandShi p ma
Forces Connect, offer welfare support and informationi n 24/ 7 directoriies of
your local area to help with issues such as finances, housing, employment, relationships,

physical and mental health. Easily downloadable from Apple Store or Google Play.

Others focus on particular areas. One such is Drinks:Ration which could help you to feel better
and save money by drinking less. This smartphone app for android and iPhone aims to help
veterans understand more about their drinking and reduce the amount they drink; it provides
advice and support for those who want to cut down their alcohol use. The app is in development
still and your input and support as a veteran can help improve its effectiveness and your
suggestions on how they can improve/modify the app are very welcome.

Why not give it a try and share your information via the app? You will be helping yourself and
others. If you are having a problem with alcohol, this app can help with extra support available
confidentially to those who need it. More information on the study website

at https://drinksration.app/.
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| end by welcoming Shipmate Selwyn Davies on board as the new Deputy National Welfare
Advisor (Selwyn@royalnavalassoc.com ). Selwyn of No 7 Area is very well experienced and
active in RNA welfare work. | look forward to working together as we aim to support all shipmates
with advice on welfare queries and helpful information plus support to all Area and Branch
Welfare Officers. With Central Office shipmates we will continue the increased focus of RNA on
welfare in 2021 and beyond. Look out for future news.

Suggestions for articles or questions from shipmates are welcome at any time to me.

Stay safe and stay well shipmates
Geoff Apperleyeputy National Welfare Advisor
geoff@royalnavalassoc.com

* Project Semaphore iPads i Given new life!

We are incredibly proud, excited and overwhelmed to announce that Project Semaphore has been
awarded a further £70,000 from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust's Tackling Loneliness

Programme.

This funding will allow us to run the programme for a
further two years! Project Semaphore provides
elderly veterans with iPads and the specialist training
to use them, delivered by a team of RNA volunteers.
The initiative allows veterans who were previously
isolated and disconnected to get online, reconnect
with long-lost family and friends, access welfare
support, order their shopping and prescriptions, and
access the world of entertainment available online.

We can't wait to keep you updated as we relaunch the project and get to work with the next phase
of i Pad training delivery. The money isnodot in ¢
list to work through, but we will let you know when we can acceptnewa ppl i cati ons t o

Change of National Conference Date to Saturday 04 September 2021

In light of the ongoing Covid crisis and the restrictions this poses on
gatherings of any kind, the decision has been made to push the date of
the 2021 National Conference to Saturday 4th September, in the hope
that there is a much better chance of it taking place. The venue remains
the same as originally planned for 2021 - The Crowne Plaza,

Wollaton Street, Nottingham.

The new Conference booking form has been distributed with the
February Issue of this Circular. Prices range from £106.50 pp fora 1
day stay to 4 nights £224, these prices include the cost of the Gala
night dinner. It can also be found on the website at https://royal-naval-
association.co.uk/members/downloads/conference

We understand that many Shipmates will be disappointed that we have had to reschedule the
conference once again, but we hope you all understand the reason behind this decision. We are
11
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really looking forward to coming together once again and celebrating the end of such a difficult
period, in true RNA fashion.

@)

n Podcast Launchedé.

listen.

For those Shipmates who have not had the time to investigate
and | i st en inthe Rotcastsécbon bf th©Website

Howeverfor t hose of you who O6havenét

Radio 4 quizshow)an expl anati onéé.

Podcasts are really just a radio show that is pre-recorded and
you can listen to them at any time. They are simply called
OPodcastsdé instead of oOrecordi

Hosted by Jenna Brodie there are now five episodes well worth a

The new RNA ®it Onépodcast is even easier to listen to as all you have to do is log into the RNA
Website and follow this link Dit On (royal-naval-association.co.uk) to get you started.

Or even easier is press crtl on your keyboard and here with your mouse.
* ere!

The podcast has been made possible by a generous grant from The Morrisons Foundation, which
will allow us to share the podcast far and wide (on our website, on Spotify, on Google Podcasts
and on Apple Podcasts), and attract a wide ranging audience to recognise the stories and work of

the RNA.

8. % Monday Evening Fireside Chats

For Shipmates who are unaware, a seriesof 6 Fi r € & & fleatding some fascinating subjects
including; Battle of Jutland, Operation Paraquet (Re-capture of South Georgia 1982), Naval Recruiting in
2020 to name but a few. The presentations are held on Monday evenings commencing at 1800 using

0 Z o o Ali@re welcome.

Meeting ID - 288 830 5105 Password i Shipmate (case sensitive) Or, click on the link here

Date

Presenter

Subject

Tuesday (Due to
Easter Holiday)

Mike Milne

Op Chariot - The St Nazaire Raid

Monday 12 Apr

Janet Daykin

Prostate Cancer Briefing

Monday 19 Apr

Terry Corner

The Zeebrugge Raid

Monday 26 Apr

Bill Oliphant

Gallipoli Campaign

Monday 03 May

Jon Pearson

BAE Systems Support to the RN

Monday 10 May

Paul Godfrey

The Story of HMS Ark Royal IV - 1955 to 1978

12
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Monday 17 May Ralph Dodds Norway 1940 - War in the Fjords

Monday 24 May TBC (HOOD Assoc) The sinking of HMS HOOD

Monday 31 May Terry Corner Dunkirk

Monday 07 Jun D Day

Monday 14 Jun Steve Bomford Company of Makers

Monday 21 Jun Dr Jann Witt Mutiny and Piracy

Monday 28 Jun WO1 Carl Steedman RN Update from the Office of 1SL

Monday 05 Jul Andy Dodds CRAM - Phalanx on a lorry in the desert in Iraq
Monday 12 Jul David Griggs Op Rheostat - Mine clearance in the Suez Canal 1974/75
Monday 19 Jul lan Gardiner TBC

9. * Borneo/Brunei Insurrection - December 1962

During the Borneo uprising of December 1962 Royal Marines were sent to the village of Limbang
where the District Officer was being held by communist rebels. During the night of 11/12
December 1962 a Company of Royal Marines from 42 Commando, L Company, with two Z-craft
or motorised barges, ferried the Marines commanded by Captain Jeremy Moore (the future
Commandant General Royal Marines), upriver to Limbang in Sarawak.

At dawn, all appeared quiet on the final approach to

Li mbang, whenosdsied.l Tameed wdlelt
insurgents, positioned on rooftops and in trees, fired down
on the barges, and the first attempt to land the marines

had to be aborted when the Coxswain was shot. The
second attempt to land was successful but very sadly
resulted in the death of five Marines and two sailors
wounded. The action resulted in Lt David Wills RN being
awarded the DSC and Capt Moore RM a Bar to his MM.

Whilst relaying this story to Shipmate Keith Ridley, our
National Chairman, he told the following story relating to
his time in HMS Albion, which was sent to Borneo in 1962,
and a footnote to the Limbang Raid story.

Y G e A RIS T e A
L2 COMMANDO ROY

The good Ship ALBION arrived off Brunei on the morning
of 13 December, but it may have been 12th, around the time of the Limbang Raid.

We had just completed a 28 knot high speed run to Singapore 2 days after leaving Mombasa. At
the time of the Admiralty signal being received tasking us to Brunei, our skipper, Capt Colin
Madden DSC** was being shaved in the Crossing the Line Ceremony. We RAS'd to War State
from a RFA some 50 miles ahead of us using our 26 helicopters (845 & 846 NAS's), RASIng fuel
when we caught up with the RFA. We had a 5 hour pit stop in Singapore (1600-2100 hrs) taking
onboard remnants of 42 RM Cmdo, to compliment 40 RM Cmdo & a Battery of 29 Cmdo Royal

13



Artillery already onboard. By 1000 on the 12 or 13th we had deployed the Commando ashore
holding one Company in reserve.

| recall doing outside machinery rounds finding
boxes of ammo; Bren Gun Clips, loose rounds &
GRENADES along the main passageway, and
along which most commando Messdecks were
located. For a Junior Stoker just 7 weeks past his
17th birthday along with my Shipmates, we had
stepped up to the mark. Following our return to the
UK some 17 months later having been hard at it
involved with the Indonesian Confrontation, | was
proud to have served. At the end of the
Confrontation in August 1966, approx 130 Brothers
in Arms had made the ultimate sacrifice. Sadly, who would have thought further Campaigns,
indeed Wars would follow claiming many Servicemen's lives. May they RIP.

Footnot eéé.

Lima Company of 42 Cmdo was renamed Limbang Company in Honour of their loss that

day. Approximately, 5 years back whilst waiting to collect a client at Heathrow | came across a
RM Cmdo Sgt in jungle greens. | exchanged some banter and established he was serving with
42 Cmdo. | asked " What do you call L Company ?" to which he replied ' Lima Company ' Very
sadly he admitted to not knowing about the Limbang Raid, nor Limbang Company.

10. % Royal Marines from CTC host Shipmates From RNA Wembley.

Shipmates from RNA Wembley enjoyed
a day in the outdoors with the Royal
Marines at CTC now that Covid
regulations have relaxed. After walking
round the assualt course they were
entertained to a f
NAAFI.

Shi pmate Tri ppiochte
had enjoyed the da
early April.

11. %  Bunting Joke

Two Buntings wer e sldolang dpiatthg jackstaff.tAh e f
Stoker walked up to them with a toolbox and asked what they were
doing.

ifnWebre su

p p to find the height
bunti ngs nidt

ed
hawve dao | adder 0.
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The Stoker set down his tool box, opened it and took out a wrench. He loosened a few bolts, and
laid the jackstaff down on the deck then he took out a tape measure and measured the jackstaff.

He announced, ATwe andwalkbdeawdy., si X i ncheso
One of the buntings shook hisheadandl aughed. #ATypical stoker! We
tells us the | engtho.

(Any complaints toéé NCM Ardaswingeand Gl os a form

12. % Fastest Ship in the Flee t é éWell so far as we knowé é

Central Office received an email recently from both the National President, Vice Admiral John
McAnally and Tim Lewin concerning the 9 minute video of a full power trial featuring HMS
Cavalier and HMS Rapid which prompted a debate as to what was the fastest ship in the fleet.

Dear AlIl, itdéds a quiet after noon tolifemyspiris;dghenl wat c
wanted to share it. This is an edited, by me, version of the 20 minute poor quality, but stirring,

silent film in the IWM archives of the 19707 full power trial of HMS Cavalier and HMS Rapid, both

1943 emergency destroyers, both in late middle age, both giving it absolutely all they have got,

and more. Cavalier won by having 20 feet of her focsle ahead of Rapid, this after 63 miles of hard
steaming. If you are not moved by this, you are not old enough!

273 revolutions, 32.6 kts, with feeling . https://vimeo.com/277260483

Admi ral John respondedéé. Téhvesetheshipst e ALACRETYdeay s a
held the record for a passage from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico- 120 miles at 25 knots by

night in a strengthening gale; 15 knots above the speed limiti toescapea hur ri cane. | ¢
the liberty of copying this to RNA colleagues. Two of whom being engineers will no doubt

applaud the combustion of both ships which looks like a copybook thin brown haze!

Having watched the video in the link Shipmate Darby Allen contributed by informing us that
having delved into his collection of RN books of the 1960's navy, he confirmed that HMS
Manxman had a top speed of 40knots at full power (72,000 hp). She was one of 6 dedicated
minelayers, 3 being lost during WW2. HMS Apollo was still in service in 1960 but the other, HMS
Ariadne was in the Devonport Reserve Fleet. Darby remembers going onboard Ariadne, to
remove a Latitude Rider from the Gyro Compass, we were cannibalising in those days to keep
our ships operational. Has anything changed!

HMS Manxman was converted to become the 6th Mine Sweeping Squadron's support ship in
April 1963. She took over from HMS Woodbridge Haven, when | was leaving the squadron after a
very interesting time in those good old days, when we had a China Fleet based in Singapore and
Hong Kong.

S/M Andy Christie said that all this discussion of fastest ships and ship racing made him recall a
omodern énéavy dito

Whist attending a Families at Sea Day about 6/7 years ago on my Daughters Ship HMS
Sutherland (T23) we had a race from a standing start with HMS York (T42) who was pottering off
the Isle of Wight. Both Captains were leaning over their respective bridge wings waving @rand
prixotype flags to start the race. All the Families in Sutherland were going nuts cheering the
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Fighting Clan on and so were the Ships Company in HMS York (They had a clear lower
deck) ééé

The result was a draw as mid r ac e thwoitldthe raCdwasnp u s ,
suspended because a cross channel ferry inadvertently tried to join the race! Everyone was

booing, but | have to say the noise from those engines was incredible and so was the rooster

tails. I just wish |1 had llbettlpereare glenty aroursdithough. y o u , I 6

Finally, S/ M Dar byéeée

However, | do remember the race between the Cavalier and as | thought the Rocket. And was
reminded of a time in the summer of 1961 when my then ship, HMS Chaplet returned to
Devonport to pay off for disposal. On the trip back from Harwich it was decided to have a Full
Power Trial all the way back in order to burn fuel and save some time with defuelling when back
alongside.

The sea state was a flat calm all the way and having worked up to full power there was a huge

Rooster Tail in the wake that you could not see over. | am not sure of the actual speed, probable
32 - 33 knots but she equalled her first full power trial of 1948.

,,,,

13. % Joke-Time

Il donodot believe it 11
Just arrived at B & Q and they now have
designated parking spaces

For very much larger gentlemen buying Barbeques

The Eﬁ.ash rugby Apologies to my English Rugby Union friends but | was told to
,  union has turhed put this joke in by The General Secretary 1 A Scot and The
| down a £40 million National Steker Chairman i Supposedly Welsh (It is said he only
sponsorship deal with supports teams that are winning!)
a leading dog food
company.
A spokesman stated
that having WINALOT
emblazoned across -
their jerseys would be /| -
5 taking the piss —-

\ ¢

° (&
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14. RNA Life Membership i S/M Ernest Walker

S/M John Rance No 1 Leeds Branch 9Hon
Secretary) has written on behalf of World War
Two Naval Veteran Shipmate Ernest Walker
to say thank you for the certificate and tie pin.

S/M John had a lovely (socially distanced)
conversation with numerous photos of his old
ships the cruiser HMS Rani and the converted
carrier HMS Bermuda. As Ernest had a tale to
tell concerning his time as a &ickbayatiffy!
There were also some humorous stories as
wellé .

15. % Daily Telegraph Letters Page 22 Mar 2021

Our thanks to S/M Lester May, Lt Col Ewen Southby-Tailyour RM and the Daily Telegraph for

publishing this absolute classic on the subjectof MO D nomencl atureééééécéecee

Fighting irons

SIR T On Ascension Island in 1982, a call was received for 12 knives (Letters, March 20).
Irritably, an overworked logistics officer demanded to know why a small order for an everyday
item deserveddihatedi antmeent i on.

The Special Boat Squadron, sailin
These are knives, stabbing, not Kk

g south that n
ni ves, eating.

Lt Col Ewen Southby-Tailyour RM (retd)
Ermington, Devon

16. % RNA Slopsi RLP Embroider

WWW.RNASLOPS.CLOTHING
The RNA Officially Licensed supplier of
embroidered garments.

Polo Shirts, Hoodies, Sweatshirts, Fleece, Jackets,
Knitwear, Blouses, Pilot Shirts, Softshell,
Headwear,

L/
F N A wz The RNA Logo is included in your garment price.

All you have to do is select New or Blazer Style

. badge and add your Branch Name, of which is
RNA Slops 1s oxwned by RLP optional.

Embroidery and wee pay
Rayallies to the RNA Tel: 07983 151011 E Mail: ray@rnaslops.clothing
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17. % Volunteer Parade Marshals

The National Ceremonial Advisor, Shipmate Bob Coburn would like to hear from Shipmates
willing to volunteer their services nationally as Parade Marshalls. There are number of events
scheduled around the country (i.e. Naval Associations Parade, Remembrance Parade, Falkland
40" that may be attended by RNA members and he is keen to hold a definitive list of suitably
qualified Parade Marshalls. Anyone who is interested should forward their details and a small
email providing their suitability to hold this prestigious role to:

robertcoburn001@btinternet.com or 07810 300383

18. Joint Force Development RNR/Reserves Opportunities- 6 SERV E 0

There are a broad range of exciting opportunities within JFD for ex regular or current reservists
from all 3 services at the following locations: Oxfordshire/Wiltshire (Shrivenham), Middlesex
(Northwood), Buckinghamshire (Halton) and London.

This includes a range of contracts from delivering short term projects to full time commitment
roles.

If you wish to be placed on our database and notified of any upcoming opportunities or for any
further information, please contact the e-mail address below. Alternatively, specific jobs can be
found at www.findaforcesjobs.mod.gov.uk.

Andrew.Bailey991@mod.gov.uk WO1 Andy Bailey

Please note that all applicants can only apply through the procedures stated on the Job Advert on
Service for Experienced, Re-joiner and Volunteer Engagements (SERVE) at the following
website address www.findaforcesjobs.mod.gov.uk .

19. % I ntroducing éé.. Pussers Gunpowder Proo

Pussers Rum LTD is proud to announce the production of its
first batch of Gunpowder Proof Spiced Rum. It has been
blended to Admiralty specifications (54.5% ABV) and aged
for a minimum of three years in once used charred oak
bourbon barrels and then mellowed with a subtle blend of
spices including Banana, Vanilla, Chocolate, Cinnamon and
a hint of Ginger that produce an incredibly smooth Spiced
rum with deep flavours and a rich Amber colour that can be

;_<= enjoyed neat, on the rocks or in a cocktail. The initial batch

USSER > | shall be sold exclusively through Paragon Brands, the

GUNPOWDER PROOF

[SPICED || Co mp a ny inportds. K

This new expression is replacing the old Pussers Spiced,

which was bottled previously at 35%. Gary Rogalski (CEO of

Pussers Rum) quotes: fAWe tomd a

rum aficionados arowmpd ttheguwar
18



mailto:robertcoburn001@btinternet.com
http://www.findaforcesjobs.mod.gov.uk/
mailto:Andrew.Bailey991@mod.gov.uk
http://www.findafocesjobs.mod.gov.uk/

and | believe we have accomplished that goal. We have added a nuance of Caribbean fruits and

spices without taking anything away from theée bl
believe our customers will find the sensory perception of thisrumbeworld-c | ass i n every
Pussers Rum Ltd. Bottles blends and distributes the original Royal Navy rum i one of the most
historic and traditional rums still available today.
The new Pussers Spiced expression retails at Nauticalia for £43.99 for a 700ml
bottl eé. www. nauticalia.com
20. % Operation A thousand Good Deeds - RNA Northern Minibus
A huge thanks go to Shipmate David Barlow from
Pendelton Branch who very kindly volunteered at
short notice to become the

Northern Minibus after very sadly S/M Alan Magrath
crossed the bar.

Recently while the minibus was out on a run
stretching derdlegs, David dropped in to see
‘Jimmy' from A E Auto Repairs in Warrington to
thank him for saving the RNA around £600. A
leading well-known local garage had quoted that
amount for a repair but Jimmy repaired the Minibus
for free when he heard it was for the RNA. To say a huge thank you, S/M David was
despatched with a bottle of Pussers You can see in the picture S/M David Barlow handing over
the gift of appreciation. Once again BZ to Shipmate David for all his efforts and of course to
Jimmy at A E Autos.

21. % Assistance from Shipmates Please x 2

Central Office received the email below from RN veteran Alan Ewart who has requested
assistance with his project.

Dear Shipmates,

I am writing to tell you about a project | am working on for the 40th Anniversary of the Falklands
war in the hope that you might be able to assist me. | hope you will bear with me whilst | tell you a
little bit about myself and the project.

I am a Royal Navy veteran and retired Police officer. | was deployed elsewhere during the war
but lost two good friends onboard HMS Coventry, and my younger brother was on HMS Argonaut
when she was bombed. | did serve on Falklands guard ship duties on HMS Southampton from
September 84 - March 85. |then spent 27-years as a police officer until | was retired as a result
of PTSD in 2013. | worked as a photographer and writer for UK music magazines and an
American news agency before returning to university in 2018. | graduated in 2019 with a Master
of Arts (Photography) degree.

I am currently planning a project honouring those who served during the 1982 war, especially
those still on patrol in the South Atlantic. | am looking for veterans of the war including those who
19



were non-military members of the task force who might volunteer a little of their time to assist me
with the project.

The task for volunteers is not onerous. | need a photo of them from that era, preferably in
uniform. | will visit them to take some photographs of them as they are now and to conduct a
short interview about their personal experiences. This is about the personal rather than the
operational. Interviews can be video, audio, or even by questionnaire if that is the volunteer®
preference. Once the UK phase is complete | will travel to the Falkland Islands to repeat the
process with Falkland Islanders.

The finished project will be exhibited in the Falkland Islands during the 40th commemorations,
and then in the UK. | hope to accompany the exhibition with a short film based on the interviews
and aim to release a book of the entire project.

| am delighted to say that my project has the full support of the Falkland Islands government, |
attach a copy of their letter of support for your information.

So how can you help?

It should be clear that this is an expensive venture with costs running to many thousands. | am
currently applying for funding grants from a variety of sources. Those funding bids are

considerably strengthened when | can show support | have raised myself. Funding raised
doesndét necessarily have to be c aasteduckdaaosstfor ons ,
accommodation can strengthen a funding bid.

My own financial contribution is very significant. | am running this as a not for profit venture, | am
not taking a wage, my wife is offering admin support for free, and all profits will be donated to
service charities. Obviously, | would be grateful for any financial or benefit in kind you might be
able to offer, but there are other ways you could help.

| would be grateful if you could share this information with your members, and perhaps on any

soci al media channel s. You might be imethigliested
think might be of benefit to us both? You may be able to signpost organisations who might be

willing to make a financial contribution (however small).

|l f you have any questions, please dondét hesitat

Central office also received the email below from Dr James Goulty, Military Historian and Author.

Dear Shipmates,

I am a military historian and author currently writing and researching a book on the experiences
of personnel who served with the wartime RN and MN. The book is provisionally entitled 'Naval
Eyewitness: The War at Sea 1939-1945," and will be published by Pen and Sword Ltd.

| wondered whether it might be possible to be put in contact with any Second World War RN
veterans who might be willing to share some of their memories and assist in my research? It is
fully appreciated that the war was a long time ago, plus the pandemic situation makes life
awkward for us all. However, if you or any of your members could offer any advice and/or
assistance then I'd be extremely grateful.

If appropriate I'd be happy to provide further details on the book. | look forward to hearing from
you in due course. Yours sincerely, James Goulty
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22. % Gin Loverséé

Shipmatesthe RNAisvery pl eased92l o o C ~
Reserveo Navy Strength Gi

This Gin was blended by the Handmade Gin Company
on the Wirral in conjunction withthe RN R Of f i ¢
Club, Liverpool (Sea Urchins) to celebrate their
Centenary this year.

This refreshing Gin contains botanicals from around
the world to reflect our maritime heritage, including
Lingonberries, Norwegian Angelica Root,
complemented beautifully by Elderflower, Grapefruit,
Liguorice and Lemon at 57% ABV.

The good news is that this is available at only £35
(+£4.50 P&P) and the RNA receives 10% for each
bottle sold, so apart from drinking a very smooth Gin,
you are helpingthe As soci ati on! Don¢ k
the button for RNA.

Sea Urchins Navy Strength Gin - Mygin

23. % Forces Cars Direct

Veteran-owned Forces Cars Direct is celebrating 20
years of service to the FORCES
delighted to welcome them to the Royal Naval c
Association and our members in an exclusive
partnership.

and

arsDirect:'

Offering unique new car discounts with savings up

to 35% on a full range of makes and models, you can be sure to find the right car for you! Forces
Cars Direct is endorsed with 5-star TrustPilot ratings from its customers, was named Veteran
Business of the Year in the English Veterans Awards, and has support from the Chairman of the
Defence Select Committee, so you not only save thousands, but can be assured of the highest
level of service too.

With Forces Cars Direct you will also benefit from:

- UK nationwide, Covid-safe delivery

- Cash purchase and full finance options available
- Leasing service available

- All part exchange vehicles welcome

- Serving and veterans

Find out more about the service and savings available at https://www.forcescarsdirect.com/rna
where you can browse and make your enquiry.
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24. % RNBT i Update
23rd March 2021

Dear Friends

| am writing to you on this National Day of Reflection, a

year after the first national lockdown, announced by the

Prime Minister the evening after we had completed our

move out of Castaway House. At the time we thought we would be working from home for a few
weeks and then it would all be over. How wrong we were! We have since endured a second
lockdown in the autumn and have now been working from home since 21st December. We are all
hoping that we may soon return to working from Castaway House again, but there are still difficult
times ahead.

In reflecting on this year, | would like to pay tribute to Tarnia Harrison and her staff at Pembroke
House on their amazing efforts. There have been so many changes to the way business is
conducted by all staff, and yet the care and support and sense of humour shared with our lovely
residents has never wavered. To keep the deadly virus at bay for so many months was a huge
achievement, and we can look forward to the future with increased confidence. The sad loss of
four of our residents to the virus over the Christmas and New Year period was a cruel blow, and
we remember them particularly today.

| would also like to pay tribute to the HQ staff who have adapted to the challenges of three
lockdowns with ingenuity, skill and camaraderie and no little humour. We have continued to focus
on the delivery of benevolence to the RNBT Family, which has continuously and successfully
been achieved. | would also like to thank our volunteers of the Grant Committee who continue to
give us their wisdom and experience and have maintained their role in deciding on particularly
complex and high value grant awards.

Work on Admiral Jellicoe House, our centenary care home project which started on 4th January
continues. This is the unspectacular phase of groundworks, including drilling 14 boreholes for the
ground source heat pump system which reach 140m below ground. We have enjoyed two very
significant successes in our efforts to fundraise; the Gosling Foundation has granted us £500,000
and the Bernard Sunley Foundation £75,000 which takes us over the first hurdle of £1m raised.
The estimated handover date has slipped very slightly to June 2022, still comfortably in the
middle of our centenary year.

Very best wishes for a peaceful Easter and your safety and wellbeing during this difficult time.

Rob Bosshardt CEO
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